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PREFACE. 



Mehemmed Ali Pasha, the victorious 
pacificator of Egypt and Arabia, is already 
renowned in the civilized world. Egypt, 
once the home of discord and the head- 

« 

quarters of anarchy, under his adnainistra- 
tion has long enjoyed peace and prospe- 
rity; is permeable in all directions, and in 
perfect safety to the merchant and the tra- 
veller, and is yearly progressing in wealth 
and improvement.* 

* For instance^ a navigable passage has been cut 
through the rocks of the First Cataract, and a canal is at 
present constructing, by order of the Pasha, round some 
of the most difficult passes of the Second. He has com- 
pleted a broad and deep*canal from the Nile to Alexan- 
dria, by which commerce is liberated from the risk 
attending the passage of the Boghaz of Rosetta. Large 
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The Viceroy has been particularly atten- 
tive to revive and extend those commercial 
relations of Egypt with the surrounding 
countries, which once rendered it the 
richest and most flourishing territory in 
the ancient world. 

estaUisbments for the fabric of saltpetre^ gunpowder, 
cannon and small arms> others for the fabric of silks, 
cotton and sugar, have been erected by the Viceroy, and 
are in operation under the superintendance of Europeans. 
A well chosen library of the best European books on 
the art military, geography, astronomy, medicine, history, 
belles-lettres and the fine arts has been purchased from 
Enrope by the Viceroy and placed in the palace of Ismael 
Pasha, where is also a school, at the Viceroy's expense, 
for the instruction of the Mussulman youth in the Italian 
language and the sciences of the Franks. To which 
establishments has been lately added a printing press, 
for printing books in the Turkish, Arabic and Persian 
languages, and a weekly newspaper in Arabic and Ita- 
lian. . Tlie library and the press are under the superin- 
tendance of Osman Noureddin Effendi, a young Turk of 
great good sense, and who is well versed in the literature 
of Europe, where he has resided for several years, by 
order of the Viceroy, for his education : he is at present 
engaged in translating into Turkish some works on tac- 
tics, for the use. of his countrymen. 



PREFACE. IX 

For several years past the inland com- 
merce of this favoured land had suffered 
great ioiterruptions from the confusicm and 
discord to which the countries on the Up- 
per Nile have been a prey. Thie chiefe of 
Shageia had formed themselves into a sin- 
gular aristocracy of brigands, and pillaged, 
all the provinces and caravans within their 
reach, without mercy and without restraint; 
while the civil wqrs, which have distracted 
the once powerfiil kingdom of Sennaar for 
these last eighteen years, had occasioned 
an almost entire cessation of a commerce, 
from which Egypt had derived great ad- 
vantages. ' 

His Highness the Viceroy, in conse- 
quence, determined, as the most effectual 
means of putting an end to these disorders, 
to subject those countries to his dominion. 

Four thousand troops were accordingly 
put under the command of Ismael Pasha, 
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the youngest son of the Viceroy, with or- 
ders to conquer all the provinces on the 
Nile, from the Second Cataract to Sennaar 
inclusive. 

Through the influence of the recommen- 
dation of Henry Salt, Esq., His Britannic 
Majesty's Consul General in Egypt, I was 
ordered by the Viceroy to accompany this 
expedition, with the rank of Topgi Bashi^ 
i. e. a chief of artillery, and with directions 
to propose such plans of operation to the 
Pasha Ismael asf I should deem expedient, 
but which the Pasha might adopt or reject 
as he should think proper* 

This expedition has been perfectly suc- 
cessfiil; and the conquest of the extensive 
and fertile countries, which, in the reign of 
Candace, repulsed the formidable legions 
of Rome, has been ejffected at an expense 
not greater than the blood of about two 
hundred soldiers. 
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The principal cause of a success so ex- 
txaordinary, at such a price, has been the 
humanity and good &ith of the Pasha Is- 
mael towards those provinces that submit- 
ted without fighting* Perfect security of 
person and property was assured to the 
peaceable, »ad severe examples were made 
of those few of the soldiery, who, in a very 
few instances, presumed to violate it. The 
good consequences of this deportment to- 
ward the people of these countries have 
been evident. All have seen that those 
who have preferred peace before war have 
had peace without war, and that those who 
preferred war before peace have not had 
peace but at the price of ruin. 
. The destruction or disarmment of the 
brigands, who have heretofore pillaged 
those countries with impunity — ^the esta- 
bMshment of order and tranquillity — the 
security now assured to the peasants and 
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the caravans — and the annexment o:lf so 
many fine provinces and kingdoms to tlie 
sway of the Viceroy of Egypt,* are not the 
only consequences of this expedition that 
will give him glory. 

This expedition has laid open to the ref- 
searches of the geographer and the anti- 
quarian a river and a country higWy inte- 
resting, and hitherto imperfectly known to 
the civilized world. The Nile, on whose 
banks we have marched for so ihaiiy hun- 
dred miles, is the most famous river in the 
world, for the uncertainty of its source and 

r 

the obscurity of its course. At present 
this obscurity ceases to exist, and before 
the return of the Pasha Ismael this uncer- 
tainty will probably be no more. The 

* Their names are as follows : — Succoot, Machass, 
Dongda, Skageia, Monasier, Isyout, Rab-a-T^b, Ber- 
ber« Shendi^ Halfya; the kingdoms of Sennaar, Darfoul*,' 
and Kordofan; at present, all subject to the conqueror 
of Egypt and Arabia. 
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countries we haye traversed are renowned 
in history and poetry as the land of ancient 
and &.mous nations, which have established 
and overthrown mighty empires, and have 
originated the religions, the learning, the 
arts, and the civilization of nations long 
$inc?e extinct; and who have been preceded 
by their instructors in the connnon road 
which every thing human must travel. 

This famous land of Cush and Saba, at 
present overawed by the camps of the Os- 
ngianli, lias pres^nteji to pur obseryatipn 
many memorials of the power and splen. 
dour of its ancient masters. The remains 
of cities once populous — ruined temples 
once magnificent — colossal statues of idols 
once adored, but now prostrated by the 
strong arms of time and truth — and more 
than a hundred pyramids, which entomb 
the bodies of kings and conquerors once 
mighty, but whose memory has perished, 
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have suspended for awhile the inarch of 
our troops — ^have attracted the notice of 
the Franks, who voyage with the army 
with the favour and the protection of the 
Pasha,* and which doubtless ere long, by 
engaging the attention and researches of 
men of learning, will unite the names of 
Mehemmed Ali and Ismael his son with 
the history and monimients of this once 
famous aiid long secluded land, in a man- 

* Mr. Frediani, an Italian^f and Messrs. Caillaud and 
Constant^ the latter sent out by His Most Christian Ma- 
jesty, have accompanied our camp to Sennaar/wfaere I 
left them in good health. To Messrs. Caillaud and 
Constant, particularly, I am indebted for much cordiality 
and friendship, which it is a pleasure to me to acknow-* 
ledge. The geographical positions of the most impor- 
tant places on the Upper Nile have been ascertained by 
Mr. Constant, who is provided with an excellent set of 
instruments, with great care and the most indefatigable 
pains, of which I myself have been a witness. His ob- 
servations will doubtless be a most valuable acquisition 
to geography. 

f Since dead in Sennaar. This tjnfortanate man died a chained maniac, 
in consequence of violent fever. 
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ner that will make the memory of both 
renowned and inseparable. 

That the fiirther progress of the Pasha 
Ismael southward of his present position 
will be successM, there is every reason to 
believe; and I derive great pleasure from 
the reflection, that his success will still 
ftirther augment the glory of the man 
whom the Sultan delights to honour, and 
who has done so much for the honour of 
the Mussuhnans. 



The Reader will find that I have some- 
times, in the course of this Journal, in- 
cluded the events of several days in the 
form of narrative, particularly in my ac- 
count of the Second Cataract. Wherever 
I have so done, it has been occasioned by 
paroxysms of a severe ophthalmia, which 
afflicted me for fifteen months, and ren- 
dered me at times incapable of writing. 



NARRATIVE, 



8fc. Sgc. Sgc. 



I ARRIVED at the camp at Wady Haifa 
oii the Second Cataract, on the l6th of the 
moon Zilhadg6, in the year of the Hegira 
1235,* where I found about four thou- 
sand troops, consisting of Turkish cavalry, 
infantry and artillery, and a considerable 
proportion of Bedouin cavalry and Mogre- 
bin foot soldiers ;•!' besides about one 



* Corresponding to die end of September, or tke for- 
mer part of October, A.C. 1820. 

t This force may be thus enumerated : ten pieces of 
field artillery, one mortar 8 inch calibre, and two small 
howitzers, attached to which were one hundred and twenty 
cannoneers ; three hundred Turkish infantry and seven 
hundred Mogrebin ditto; the remainder of the army 
Turkish and Bedmun cavalry, together with a corps of 
Abbadies mounted on dromedaries. 

B 
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hundred and twenty large boats loaded 
with provisions and anlmunition, and des- 
tined to follow the march of the army to 
the upper countries of the Nile. 

17th of ZilhadgL Presented myself to 
his Excellency the Pasha Isniael, by whom 
Twas received in a very flattering manner, 
aikl- preitented with a suit of his own habi^ 

On my asking his Excellency if he tmd 
any orders for me, he replied, that he was 
it present solely occupied in expediting 
the loading and forwarding the boats car- 
rying the provisions of the army, but that 
when that was finished he would send for 
me to receive his commands. 

I employed this interval in noticing the 
assemblage that composed the amiy. The 
chiefs and soldiers I found well disposed 
to do their duty, through' attachment to 
their young commander and through fear 
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of Mehemtned All. They- were alert tp 
execute what orders they received, and vdry 
busy in smoking their pipes when they, had 
nothing else to do. 

On the 19th I was sent for by the Pasha^ 
with whom I remained in private audience 
for an hour. 

On the 2lst of the moon ZilhadgS I was 
attacked by that distressing malady the 
ophthalmia. In two days the progress of 
the disorder was such that my eyes were 
doSfed up and. incapable of supporting the 
lights and occasioned me such acute anguish 
thai I could get no sleep but by the effect 
ef laudanum. This misfortune at diis crisis 
was peculiarly vexatious and mortifying 
.for me, as it put it out of my power td 
accompany the Pasha, who departed with 
the army for Dongola on the 36th, taking 
his route on the west bank of the river, and 
leaving the Divan Effendi and a small 

b2 



4 EXPEDITION TO 

party of soldiers to expedite the loading 
and forwarding tiie boats that had not as 
yet got ready to proceed up the Cataract. 

On the 3d of Moharram, A.H. 12S6, I 
eni barked on board the boat of the Frank 
surgeons attached to the army, and left the 
lower or north end of the Second Cataract 
as it is commonly styled in the maps, in 
company with fifteen boats to follow and 
rejoin the army. 

I would here observe that what is called 
the Second Cataract is properly a succesr 
sion of partial falls and swift rapids for 
more than a hundred miles before we 
arrived at Succoot. I counted nine; some 
of them, particularly the second,* fifth,-f 
seventh^ and ninth,§ very dangerous to pass*, 
though at this time the Nile had fallen but 

* Called the Shellal of Semn6. 
t Called the Shellal of Ambigool. 
:{: Called the Shellal of Tongaroo. 
§ Called the Shellal of Dal. 



\, 



DOKGOLA AND SENNAAR. 5 

a few feet. Before we arrived at the fifth, 
two boats were wrecked against the rocks^ 
which crowd the rapids, and one filled 
and sun^ ; and before we had passed the 
ninth several similar accidents had takai 
place.. To pass the fifth arid- ninth 'fapi^s, 
it was necessary to employ about a hundred 
men to drag the boats one after another 
against the current. At the fifth pass, 
several of the boats were damaged, and . 
two soldiers and two boatirifen drowned; 
At this pass, the river is interrupted by a 
ledge of rocks reaching nearly across, and 
over which the Nile falls. Between this 
ledge of rocks and the western shore of the 
river is a practicaUb passage, vride etiough 
to admit a boat to be hauled up the cur- 
rent, which here runs furiously. Over- 
looking this passage are two hills, one on 

the east and one on the west side of thte 

• <» 

river : on these hills are the ruins of ancient 
fortifications. They are also surmounted 



s. 
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^>y two small temples in the Egyptian style: 
that on the west side is almost perfect. It 
is sculptured exteriorly and interiorly with 
figures and hieroglyphics, and the ceiling 
is painted azure.* 

The appearance of the country on each 
side of the falls is similar to that of the 
country ^outh of Assuan — a sandy desert 
studded with rocky hills and mountains. 
The only appearance of vegetation observ- 
p^bl<B.was.in some of the islands and on the 
ijnmediate banks of the river, where we 
met at every mile or two with small spots 
of fertile ground, some of them cultivated 
and inhabited. The rocky hills consist 
frequently of beautiful black granite^ of th? 

^ I have been informed that about two miles north- 
.^ard of this place^ on the west side of the river, is to be 
seen a curious vaulted edifice, having the interior of its 
walls in many places covered with paintings.^ My in- 
formaints believed that it was anciently a Christian monas- 
tery. This is possible, as the ruins of several are to be 
seen on the Third Cataract, and, as I have been told, on 
the Second also. 
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colour and brilliancy of the best. sea-cdal. 
Here and there, at different points on the 
Cataract, I observed some forts built by the 
natives of the country. They are con-p 
structed of unhewn stones ^cemented With 
fldud, and flanked by towers and angulaf 
projections something resembling bastions, 
and are pierced with loopholes for mus* 
quetry. Their interior presents the follow- 
ing appearance : — against the interior side 
of the walls all round are huilt low cham-» 
hers, communicatiqg by small doorsr with 
the area and frequently with each oidier. 
I, could observe nothing in these chambers 
except the bottom -part of the small hand-^ 
ppt^ls Dsed by the Orientals to grind me^^ 
whi<i^ could not be hastily removed jas th^ 
were fixed in the giHimnd ; ewry thk^^)^il9e 
the inhabitants had carried off on tbea ap- 
proach of the army. : The greatarea 'mikf^ 
centre of these forts appeared to have been 
occupi^ by the cftoiels mxd flioeks of the 
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inhabitants; some of these forts are to be 
seen surmounting the high rocky islands 
wilh which the Second Cataract abounds, 
and make a picturesque appearance. . 

On the 2d of the moon Safa^ we passed 
what our Rais erroneously told us was the 
last rapid between us and Succoot. We 
have been thirty days in getting thus far,* . 
the causes of our having been so long in 
getting up the Falls were several. The 
crews of the boats which had passed un- 
hurt a- dangerous passage were frequently 
detained to unload and repair those which 
had been wrecked or damaged. — We have 
been detained at the entrances of these 
rapids frequently for several d^ys^ for want 
of a sufficient wind, it being absoiutdy 
necessary that the wind should be very 
strong to enable the boats to force thefls- 
selves through currents running between 

* About seventy miles above Wady Haifa. 
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the rocks with dreadful rapidity ; and more 
than once the boatmen have hesitated to 
attempt a dangerous pass till obliged by . 
the presence add taenaces of the Divan 
Effehdi who accompanied the boats. 

On the 3d of Safa^ about an hour after 
we had passed what our Rais told us was 
the last rapid of consequence we shoiild 
have to encounter^ we saw the wreck of a 
boat lying against a rock in the middle of 
the river, her masts alone appearing out of 
the water. The river here is interrupted 
by several high insulated rocks. We had 
been assured that we should now find the 
river open and without difficulty, till we 
should come to Succoot; the appearance 
of this boat seemed to contradict this repre- 
sentation, and in about an hour after we 
had abundant reason to be satisfied that it 
was false. I was congratulating mysdf 
that we had got into smooth water, and* 
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indulging myself with a tranquil pipe of 
tobacco, when suddenly the wind slackened 
just as we were passing between two ledges 
of rocks where the river was running at 
the rate of, about six knots an hour. Tb.e 
current overpowered the effort of the $ails, 
and carried the boat directly among the 
reefs, near the west bank of the river. After 
remaining for about ten minutes in a very 
perilous position, the skill of our Rais 
happily got the boat to shore ^yithQut 
injury. 

3d of Safa. V(e yejoamned all night at 
the place where we landed ; in the motrning 
got under sail to pass . jthe strong cprrept 
we had attempted yesterday without sujc- 
cess. : After bufieting ^bout for an .^ho^r 
lYe were forced to return to the bqiik of 
the river, .^d await a stronger M^ind. Jin 
4bput an hour .after the wind freshei^d, 
and we got iu)der way with better fortune. 
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and after passing the current before men- 
tioned found ourselves in smooth water. 
After sailing for an hour we stopped for 
ten minutes at a place where we saw sheep, 
in order to purchase some, having for the 
last twenty days been obliged to live on 
bread, rice, and lentiles. Succeeded in pur* 
ch^ing two lambs. The banks of the riv^r 
hereabouts present some fertile spots, a few 
of them cultivated. About noon the wind 
fell and the Rais put to shore ; we imme- 
diately set our domestics about preparing 
the purchased meat, and shortly after we 
sat down to this regale, which appeared 
to me the most delicious meal I had eaten 
for many years.* Remained here for tjie 
remainder of the day. 



* J cannot help smiling in coping off this p^t of my 
joiimal, ^t the little account I made, of ^' bread rice and 
lentiles/' at the commencement of the campaign. Before 
I left Sennaar^ I have been more than once obliged 
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4th qf Safa. Continued in the same 
place^ there not being sufficient wind to 
ascend. the river. About two hours after 
noon arrived an Arab Irom above ; he was 
on bis way to the Divan Efiendi, who was 
a few miles below us, to inform him that a 
boat, of which he had been one of the crew, 
had been dashed to peces against the rocks 
in attempting to pass a rapid. I demanded 

» 

of him " how many rapids there were yet 
ahead '/^ he replied " that there were aeireral ; 
how many he did not exactly kno^.'' . This 
inteHigence made me apprehensive that we 



to take a part of my horse's rations of durra to suppofi 
naturef". He ate his portion raw and I boiled mine. Tke 
causes of such distress were that the natives of the Upper 
country would frequently refuse to sell us any thing for 
our dirty coloured piastres of Egypt, and the Pasha 
would aflow nobody to steal but himself. ** SteaPl a 
fico for the phrase. The wise '* cckvey it call," says 
ancient Pistolj an old soldier who had seen hard times in 
th^ wars. 
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might be another month in getting throUgb 

these obstacles, and determined me to mmeir 
my efforts to obtain camels and proceed to 
the Pasha by land: / I had made several 
attempts . to hire some for this purpose, 
during the last fifteen days, without success. 
.The man above mentioned informed me 

« 

that I could probably obtain some at a 
village about six hours ojBf. I determined 
to send my servants on the morrow to 
inquire. . 

5th of Safa. Passed the tiight at the 
sanle place; early in the morning a favour- 
able breeze sprung up and the Rais got the 
boat under sail. Was obliged, in conse- 
quence, to proceed in the boat as long as 
the wind held. Observed as we proceeded 
a nuinber of fertile spots, some of th^m 
cultivated, and a few, small villages. I W33 

« 

informed that these will become more fre- 
quent as we proceed. During this day, 
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with a favourable wind, made only abotft 
twelve miles against the ctnrrenL 

6th of Safa. Got under way about t^o 
hours after sunrise, with a strong breeae 
from the northward. About half an hour 
after quitting the land, passed a dangerous 
rapid, occasioned by a reef of rocks reach- 
ing nearly across the river. In passing this 
rapid the wind slackened for half a minute, 
and the current carried the boat astern to 
within six or seven feet of the rocks ; at 
this critical instant the wind happily Ire^- 
ened, and forced the boat up the corrent, 
to the great relief of all on board. An hour 
after, passed a picturesque spot, where the 
liver is divided by a high rocky island, 
supporting on its summit some ruined for- 
tifications made by the natives; on the 
right bank of the river, just opposite, is a 
fertile spot of ground and a village, sur- 
rounded by date trees and {dantations; 
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Oor Rais put to land about noon, the wind 
falling, and rocks and rapids of formidable 
ap^earaace being right ahead.* We have 
made about eight miles to-day. Saw about 
two teiles above us a number of boats lying 
tOt the shore, apparently obstructed by the 
rapid just mentioned. About the middle 
of the afternoon, in walking along tiie 
^hore^ saw a crocodile ; it was small, about 
ihree feetin length. When I came upon 
him, he was sunning himself on the shore; 
on seeing me^ he ran with great rapidity 
and plunged into the river. 

7ih of Safa. Got under way about two 
hours* after sunrise, to pass tlie rocks and 
rapids already mentioned. The passage 
was dangerous, and the boat thrice in im- 
minent peril. We struck once on rocks 
imder water, wh^re the current was running 
probably at the rate of six knots an hour. 

* Th^se were the rapids ofDall. 
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• 

The current, after about ten miiiufes, swept 
the boat off without having receiv«l a hole 
in her bottom, otherwise we must probably 
have perished. Shortly after we wi^re jam^ 
med between a great shallow whirlpool and 
a large boat on our starboard beam. Thin 
boat was dashed by the current against 
ours, and menaced to shove her. intd the 
whirlpool. The long lateen yards of the 
two ;boats got i entangled, and: I was pre^ 
pared to leap into the other boat, inanticir 
lotion of the destruction of purs, what ihis 
wind freshened, and the large boat .was 
enabled to get clear of. ours. Not Ipng 
after, the same boat fell aboard of us the 
second time, in/a pkce where, if our boat 
had drifted twice her. length to leew.ardxMf 
astern, she rau§t have, run upon: rocks.. 
All these accidents^ befel us,, having under 
our eyes, at no great distance from us, the 
wreck of a boat lost in this passage three: 
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or four days ago.* After being for about 
two hours in danger, the boat arrived at the 
west, bank of the river, where we found 
many more waiting a sufficient wind to be 
enabled to clear the remainder of the rapid, 
which rH^nsTefystropg here. 

Stayed Ipr a wind at this place two days. 
On the 10*li ^f Sq/ii,, the boat happily 
passed the remainder of the rapid, when 
the wind calaied, and the Rais put to. shore, 
there being y.et a. strong current to, snr- 
mount OppositQ to the place where we 
were, at about h^f a mile from the shore, 

£|!boiat had /stuck fast upon some rocks this 

■» ' ■ 

morning, all attempts to get her oj6f had 
proved unsucceMfbl. »>d she remained in 

A. 

that position, with all her company on 
board, till next morning. 

ixth of Safa. ' Quitted the shore about 

* In every dangerous pass^ we invariably saw one or 
more of Q^ bo2^|9 wiiecked. 



18 E^XPEDITXQN TO 

an hour after sunrise^ with a fine nbrthei*^ 
wind. Passed the boat just mentioned, 
whose people looked very forlorn. Some 
small boate were then on the way to unload 
this boat, should it be found impossible to 
disengage her. Proceeded 6n our wdy, 
and passed a number of small but pretty 
islands, lying near the west bank of the 

4 

river. They are cultivated and mhabited 
by a considerable population. The coun^- 
try on the - borders of the liver begins ib 
assume a better appeai'ance— the te^toty 
of Succoot, which we were naw entering, 
containing many villages. Beyond ihe 
green banks of the river, all is yellow desert, 
spotted with brown rocky mountains, whiic^, 
however, appeared to decrease in number 
and height as we advanced up the iurer, till 
the country subsided into a plain,: with a 
few isolated mountains of singular forms 
and picturesque appearance here and there 
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in view. About two hours after mid-day 

we arrived at a place where the riyer is 

embarrassed by small rocks pnd shoals^ 

except a narrow pass on the western ade. 

rWe found the current here too strong to be 

,surmouoted by Ae aid of what wind we 

iiad^ and lliereforc put to shore on a very 

fine island on our le#- We passed the re- 

inaihder of the day here with satisfaction. 

This islauid is: about a mile and a half in 

length, naturally beautiful, ^d well culti^ 

vated by about fifty or sixty inhabitants, 

^who seemed to be well contented with, their 

jiitualion.* We saw here three men, of about 

tweoty^five years of age, who had been cir«- 

cumcised J>ut five days past, a thing I had 

never . before known to have occurred to 

_ * 

'^e children of Mussulmans^ 

l%ikof Safa: At an early hour, quiti- 



^y 



'^^ It lA called Gamatee« 
C 2 



\^ 
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ted the shore with a stroiig. northerly 
nvfod) to pass the current which had 
^topped* us yesterday* Thii day's sail 
.was the' most agreeable of any we had 
^joyed since we left Egypt, the riTcr, 
i»ince we had pasiied the rapids t)f Dall, 
(where the ■ second cataract of the Nil6 
properly commences,) having become ais 
broad. as in Egypt, and noW flowing tran* 
quilly through a country equally fertile^ 
and much moi^e 'picturesSqud than the finest 
parts of Said: The ea&tetti baiikdf the 
river,, particularly, presented a continual 
succession of villages, and fine soil crowded 
with trees^ and all cultivated* Passed, du^ 
nng the day^ some fine and large islands^ 
also occupied. by namerous' village^. - We' 
stopped at night at^ one of these islaiids,fb3r 
whose beautiful bwders'.we had* beeai "sail- 
ing with great pleasure for more than four 
hours, with a stiff breeze. We were in- 
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CQrmed by the inhabitants, that this island 
was a . day's » walk in bra^dth. They said, 
lhat,as we advanced, we should find others 
as large and larger. Their, ialand , they told 
uBj^.was called Sye6» They appeared ta be 
.well satisfied with their. condition, having 
an abundance of every thing absolutely 
needful for a comfortable subsistence, and 
decent clothing of their own manufacture. 
What surprised.me not a little, was to find 
the people as white as thie Arabs of Low«: 
Egypt, whereas tlie inhabitants of> Nubia 
are quite black, though their features are 
not those ;of the Negro. * * 

. I have observed, that the country through 
wihich we passed to-day, was as fertile and 
mijcli more picturesque than the Said. The 
reason for the latter partof this assertion is, 
that in the Said the view is liibited: by the 
ridges of barren: and calcined niountains 
that bound it on toth sides, whereas here 
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the view ranges over plains bounded onjjr 
.by the horizon^ and interspersed here and 
there with isolated mountains of most sixi^ 
gular forms. Some of them might be mis** 
iaken for pyramids, ihey are so regular and 
well defined; some ^resembled lofty cones, 
and others resembled lofty square or pen^ 
tagonal redoubts* One of the lattet de- 
jscription lies upon the eastern bank of the 
river, and could easily be made an impreg- 
nable fortress, which could command all 
water communication between Egypt and 
Dongola. The scenes of verdure and eul^ 
tivation through which we had/ passed to- 
day, removed all suspicions from my mind 
as to what had been reported to me of iSbe 
great- difference between Nubk and the 
comatry beyond it. 

All the villages we have passed to-day, 
have in their centre a fort or castle, fortified 
with towers at the corners, add, judging 
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imm t^ose; we visited, xesembHog in their 
interior those on the cataract already dcr 
scnbed. The village, consisting of low huts, 
built of xmid, is built round the walls of the 
fort, which is intended to serve as a place 

Qf ire treat aod defence for the inhabitants 

'...< . •' ,• 

mid their flocks, in case of alarm or attack. 
They are gbyemed in the manner of the 
£imilies of the patriarchs, the Sheck of the 
viUage being both judge and captain. Saw 
at this island a small $kiiF, the first boat 
Jbelonging.to the inhabitants of the country 
that I have seen since quitting Wady 
Halfe, 

r 13M of Sofa. Parted from thfe land 
^ about an hour after sunrise and proceeded 
on ourvoya^, which was, if possible, still 
m6Tt agreeable than that of yesterday. . On 
the oas/t bank of the river, the eye rests on 
^a continued succession of villages, occupy*- 
4&g land of the finest quality, and lying 
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uEKter a continued forest .of .- palm tneei^ 
Isu^g^r and taller, in mj :t)pbiion, than those 
growing in Egypt Qn the right we saw^ 
as^ we passedy :a chain, of beautiful islands, 
8om^ of them large and. presenting the same 
spectacle as the east bank. . It is certainly 
•a beautiful country. The river from As^ 
suan has only about half : the brea:dth that 
it has in Egypt : In this country it is as 
bi^oad> and in many places, on account of 
the large ii^lahds it here con4aiiiS9 very mueh 
broader than it is in Egypt vWe stopped 
^ night at one of these fine islands, whose 
breadth being but about two miles, enabled 
^Bs to ha^ve a view of die west bank of Ithe 
nver,' which presented the isame suc0bsfiiipfj& 
of villages and cultivation as. on the oriQuti^ 
^ide.' .1 have, already observed,. that U^e 
date trees, of this country were larger and 
taller than those in Egypt We fotind » 
.§iiniiar deference in the ahimals c^ thui 
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^emlntry ; I pur cfa^sed a sucking lamb^Which 
was certaiDly as: big as ati Egyptian sheep 
iof a, yearns .grpwth., .The cattle ,of this 
country differ from those Qf £gypt» in beafr 
dug, as tb fornix a resemblapce to the bu0tilo. 
They have a rising on. the shoulder, and a 
siibilar form of the hips. .Th6y are also 
larger thdn the cows of Egypt. . 
- .14^4' of Sa/a: ; The wind did not spring 
up tiiis morning; till a late hour, and aftet 
trcmtinuing for about an hour aad a half, 
fell caltn. We: put to shore. on the wjestern 
j^nk of the river, where Ve! passed the re- 
toaii^er of the day and the: night. Th^ 
Country continued fine and crowded with 
villages;. At this place, soiDe of the. boat's 
Company attempted to shoot a hippopota*^ 
mus,' who had shown himself several times 
during the day. They succeeded only in 
slightly wounding him, iafter Which he dis* 
appeared. The people of the country say 
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that there are twdirethat frequ^t this^plac^ 
m the river, which contains' h^re Bowe iffw 
whads, well ada{>tedto affiird ^leQi food 

and concealqieniM 

Uth 4^f Sofa. Parted from the \mA 
«boi|t two hours after sunrise, with a stimig 
hwtM.* After continaing • an hour and a 
half the wind subsided into a calm^ which 
obliged us to make for the shore4 ^e 
landed on a large island cesembling thqse 
already D^ntioDed, where we passed ^ die 
Tiemainder of the day and. the night* The 
t»>untry : we had passed resembled that 
bdoW) beantifol, and m fertile as land oaii 
ft)e** • ^ . . .. . j^ 

l6th^4f JSktfa. Lsit the isad about aa 
^ur rafter sunrise, and in inlf an iMRtr 
"pmsed the «ouiliem bDoadacy of ithe i)eswK> 
«ifol .toiitoiy of SucDoot, and entieted die 
j^vince of MadiaM. The oowitry im 
were now {Kissing, is. nalxjtfally f<^ley bpt 
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bas not such a continued succession 0f 
villages las Suacooi About itree hours 
after sumis« tfaine imrievof the ruins of 
an ancient temple on the ve^ bank* > With 
some difficulty eoj^ged the Rais to put to 
shore £bru feur minuti^^ ^ to give me an ofiH 
poitimily of visiting it. This temple is ina* 
liifestly of Egyptian architecture; it is about 
Vwo hundr^ ^t long from east to west; 
ten of.the columns oniy are (Standing; thi^ 
ai%.coiaa|K>sed of separate blocks of a brown 
istone retemblmg that employed in. the con- 
«Cructton of the teniplesin thdisIe;of Pbiloe. 
The walls of .this temple are in ruins, except 
a part of the front which is in a very dikb- 
^^d&ted staler The front faces the East; 
the piUaraand the mins of: ihe walls ar6 
'seuiptuned with hieroglyphics. It sl9od8 
on the west bank .loif the river about $ii9 
^»ile§ beyond the tatiumy of Sruccoot* 
^'boiit an hour after leaving, this placerthe 
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wind falling, our Rais was obliged to put to 
shore. We soon arrived at the western bank 
of the river, the Nile being in this place 
not a mile broad. The remainder of the 
day being calm^ we staid here till next 
niorning. Several of the Pasha's Cavalry 
passed along the west bank of the riveir 
yesterday and- to^lay, bearing repeated 
orders from Dongpla to the commanders 
of the boats to hasten their progress. 

17 ih ofSafa. At an early hour started 
with a favourable wind, but in about two 
hours were obliged to put to shore. The 
river hereabouts makes several turns almost 
at right angles with each other.- This cir- 
cumstance brought the wind directly ahead 
in one of the bends and obliged us to remain 
there till next morning. The country we 
saw to-day is not equal to the territory of 
Succoot; the date trees, the villages, and 
the cultivation are not so continued; and 
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the vifew from the fiver is bounded at a 
little distance from its banks by low rocky 
hills. Saw to-day a singular mode of navi- 
gating the river; a man, who apparently 
was travelling down the river with his whole 
family; had placed his youngest wife and 
her two young children on a small raft 
made of bundles of corn-stalks lashed to- 
gether, he himself swam by its side to guide 
it, while he kept his old wife a swimming 
and pushing it by the stem, and in this 
way' they proceeded down the riven 

I have seen in this country small rafts 
Aidde to eaiTy one person, which are very 
well contrived. Three or four large empty 
goijrrds are fastened firmly to a small oblong 
franie tnade out of the branches of the date 
tiree; the whole not weighing two pouiids. A 
ihan may go safely down or across the river 
dnthis^ either by fastening it to his breast 
arid swimming supported by it, or by riding 
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on it astride; and when bn shore Htf 6ek 
carry it with ease either in his haiid air on 
his shotiWer. * .->■- 

18th of Safd. In &6 morning ifodnd 
that the wind had changed a little in <Our 
favoiir, got under way> but after saiUog for 
about two hours the winding ei tki& Wf^ 
again brought it ahead ^ ^ Put toshord^^^ 
^taid there tili the middle of the aileMooQi 
when the wind again hauled a little ib^ouf 
fieivour, and with some difficulty we ' got t& 
windward of the shore aad • proceed^ ^Mp 
the river. - The riter here is about half a 
tiiile br6ad, and makes several turnsr wkidh 
somewhat retarded our progress. We ob^ 
served some rocks and shoals, and oU arnir* 
ing at a place where the river is divided 
by a large rocky island, observed' a bdftf 
aground, which hftd taken th6 tight hiind 
passage which was the broadest^ fend t**p 
others turning back to take the passage im 



tfao Other side of tbis island. We followed 
tbeir exampie^ aud found the passage saie 
enough. A little beyond the upper eod of 
tbisr, island the river makes an acute angle 
to the right hand. We proceeded onwards 
tifl sunset,'whenweputto shorein cooiipan; 
with two other boats. The country we have 
passed through to-day resembled that w« 
:«iw y^terday, inferior to the fine t»rit6ry 
aif Sucdoot. 

l^hofSafa^ Left the land an. hour and 
ft^ half after sunrbe, witha fine breeze from 
the north. Sailed for about an hour through 
a country where the rocky hills come down 
here and there close to the river banks a2)4 
Harrowed the usual breadth of the Nile 
eomsi^fably. Observed however ia this 
tfa:et of xountry a few fme and cuitivalK^ 
it^teoids* Shortly afl^r tlie river wideiiQd# 
the roesky hills retiired at .a distance, a6d 
the eye rested with pleasure on a beautiful 
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country cultivated by the inhabitants pf i 
continued succession of villages and castles 
which occupied both banks of the river. 

The country resembled the province of 

# 

Succoot, except that the date trees were not 

so numerous nor so tall and large. Passed 

* . '' "■ \^ 

the ruins of a considerable fortified tdwii 

situated on a high hill on the west bank. A 

little beyond this place saw the ruins of a 

temple ; four of the columns are yet stand- 

• . "' ' ' 

ing ; could riot go ashore to examine it/ aa 
the wind was fair and strong, and the Rais 

under positive orders to proceed with all 

► .... '** 

expedition. Observed that several of tha 
bastles we had passed yesterday and to-day 
appeared newer and better constructed for 
defence than those we had seen along the 
Cataract. I suspect that they were erected 
under the directibn of the exiled Mama- 
lukes, as this tract forms a part of the terri- 
tory subject to them before the arrival pf 



•*-■' 
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the Pasha IsmaeL Continued to advance, 
through a country very beautiful, the river 
here embosoming several large and delight- 
ful iitlands, capable of being made, by the 
hands of enlightened industry, every thing 
that the art of man operating upon a fine 
soil under a soft climate could eHfect. We 

• 4 * I • •• • •* 

sailed pleasantly by these charming shores 
and islands till an hour and a half before 
sunset, when we came in view of a rapid 
ahead, and the wreck of a boat lost in 
passing it. The Rais put to shore, and after 

• • • • ■ 

t^ing on board a native of th^ country to 
show him the passage through the rocks and 
shallows, attempted to pass immediately; 
the effort was unsuccessful. After remaining 
in Ihe foaming passage ibr three quarters 
of an hour, we found that the wind was not 
strong enough to force the boat through 
the . current,' and as the sun was about 
setting and the wind falling, the Rais was 
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obliged to let the boat drift back to thi? 
shol'e froni whence we had departed. 

ISikofSafa. At about two hours after 
sunrise, the Rais thought the wind siiffi- 
citStatly favourable! and strong to carry the 
boat through the rapid. We quitted the 
sh0re,.aod again faced the current. "Ebe 
Jlais this time was not mtstadLen ; Our boat 
forced hef way slowly but victcHiotoly 
through the torrent, and in about three 
quarters of an hour carried ud safely f into 
smooth water, where we could draw ov^y 
advantage firom a fine wiiid^ which sW0j^ 
ts r^dly up the river between shore%,^* 
tile and cultivated by the inhab^taQis $f.ia 
coMinued sucOession of villages simdod ^ 
palm trees. About an hour after we. jb^ 
passed the rapid, ire stopped toreeeiye:<|n 
board three of dur company who had ;}«ft 
the bos^ yesterday in search of fre^h, pvo^ 
virions on the western bank of tbc: nim^ 
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They reported that they had seen a large 
pond of fresh water inland^ and had found 
lie oountiy for seven miles from the riret 
crowded with villages, atid as feitile as pos* 
«ble. They r^r^sented ^at this country 
wasiwatefed by two ranges of water-wheels; 
oiie range on tibe bank of the rivpr, which 
l^tew *he water of tte Kdle into small 
i^nals leading to reservoirs inland, from 
w^henc^^the other range took it up arid dis- 
tributed it to this fine territory. Abiput 
Hooii we passed, on the east bank, two very 
^te^, large and isolated rodks of irregular 
' ittrid picturescjue forms- On the side df 
the southernmost were the remams of ia 
ii^nsideiiiable fortified town. The country 
^dreab(M[its is very beautiful; About three 
-€/cJo6fc we pa^ed another rapid, which 
' Hms ndt« howerver very difficult. iit>und the 
titer beyond- tWs pktce much naarrowdd 
Mid impeded by rcK^ks; Passed two move 

D 2 
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f apidSy. tike fint of little coaseqaeace, -but 
tij^e latter somewhat dangerous. In this iMt 
DPpid'saw two boysutting on <iraftiB«4e 
oC. ^omstfdks lashed U^tben and driving 
dfifwo ihe ourreot They appeared to. be 
f9uch at tbeir iease, and^ not at all s^mtned 
iHrthe i^pidf'tlmijgh the currefil frequeolly 
wbMed ' their fragile raft fouimI and Fomid 
a»:it rtefeed: p^ ;ij8. Sppn after p^ng 
^^ rapid the stm set, and we piUto shore 
to pass the nigbt* . \ ? v \t 

I9$h pf Safa., About t?wo'houre after 
9«ritinse we left the ahorei^filh a fair aii^ 
fi^ssh Inreeae. : The. liyerih^rejs broad, aj^d 
the cc^ntry on both banks fertite and pp&f 
pled. After about an bowl's sail we cafne 
Vip> wilb some beautiful islandsy one of dimtf 
very large and amotig iJiie .finefel; iffO' hall 

f«£t.are probably the most b^utiM sjpot^ 
watered jbjr the Nfle^ \vhich rarely of !$if^ 
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flotvs theiDi They are Ae most popSilous 
aad best' cultiiYftted parte of this countiy. 

» 

Half dn hour after we came up with tte 
large- isltod^ tbenmd bedame sc^iiaUy, and 
tfete boat cooid not ' make safe progress. 
Oii7 sais Ihei^^ore {Hit to shdref as did^hbse 
•of five other boats in Company whhdars* 
l^e^reiiiaiQe^ hepe for the rest of the day:- 
20^^ of Sajb.' In the morniDg) lefl the 
^bDd'with the i^iod almost ahead. Aitdr 
sailing about three miles, the rais found it 
necessary to put to sbbre, as €ie wind was 
itiKing and iloo mueh ahead. Steyedt%: 
the. land till nearly noon^ i^hen ihei wind 
app^iii^ ib^tm ami ol^eni on boacd, ^mons 
^di^QUFQilileiwe^ after sonite hard w^ wtthi 
^ mi«> persu&ded bimto ^t under i way-, 
Ihey wind being about the same as in^tte 
nMNTiAiig) and ¥bry sti'on^. >^In^ ^boiit a^: 
luHip tre anivted; att a bedd in the rirer, 
iKbich enabled IB t0 bHng the wind aft: 
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We proceeded with great rapidity, thread- 
ing the rocks and shoals with which the 
river here abounds, till we came in viQw of 
a rapid ahead « We had been iiifoi*med, 
two days ago, that there was a. dangeroojs 
rapid between us and Dongola, and we 
congratulated ourselves that the wind was 
fair and strong to push us through it;« We 
passed it happily, thou^ not witiiiout peril. 
•We felicitated ourselves on having cleared 
tiie only obstacle, as we supposed; betwe^a 
us and the place of 'our destinataqn, when 
we ip^me in view of anothe^^ of a tnorelorr 
midable appearance than any we; had y^et 
.se^ The passage lay where the rii^er 
rolled furiously oyer rocks mider water^ 
and between shores tii^re was no apprciafdbr 
ing, on account of the 4»hoats :a|id/jiFQp1i9 
above and lender water w1mc)i linked ;theQi> 

4 

The Strong wind forced , our boat alongside 
of another liiat wa$ struggling ^nd n^lttig 
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m the^ passage, to the kfniuaeBt danger of 
both. To clear this boat, our rais ventured 
to. pass ours ^ over a place wh^re the foam 
and fiiry of the water indicated latent rocks^ 
We hardly dared to breathe^ but we did 
fiot strike .here, but half a mini^ ^iler we 
were£sist iipon a» sand .bank< We stayed in 
this cCHaditiQn for about a quarter of an 
hour, having in view close by us the wreck 
of a boat lost here. .With considerable dif- 
fieulty our boat was disengaged, when we 
put her before the wind and again faced this 
tndy infernal pass. By the force of the cur- 
teatf the boat neared a large and furious 
whirlpool, formed by laj} eddy on thejside 
(tf th^ passage^ The steersman endeavoured, 
in vaiq, to counteract this, drift of the boat 
byjvthe aid of the rudder. - The side of the 
iKiat approached to within a . yard of . the 
white foam which covered this dreadful 
spcA. Our rais tore his turban ^rom his 
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head, an4.1iQ^4.JiMa ckspQd;bsn4a;lo Bemk. 

ven^ exclaiiiiiQg,: <*. We ate lost !". The jteit 

of the l^tmeix vffxe scieamiog . to-OjOfd nodt 

the prophet, for ai4»^en, I know^oot hi9W 
but b^ the :gopdProv4deoce., that niaicb^v 

oyer us, the boat cle$J!e4, thi» peril*' :i«n4 
others that .beset us; in.;pa&»ng r^etttwo 
more i^ds almost .as. dangi^ous.} Qn, 
passing the last, wefouud^the liv^, divided: 
lengthways, by a ridge, of rockjgiaQd ^m 
islands covered with verdure Oa the^ li^ 
or west side of this .ri4g^ where we w«i«^^ 
the view; ah^^d. preamted oiur 4ide of Iha > 
river crowded with rocks, which i¥€tiCpidd.. 
not j)$iS8.. The singular ridge, alroady ioefa^ 
tioned, . presented, however, soioe gaps^i . 
which affpr^^d pa^^age^ into thai pw* o£^ 
the river that was pn the. other side Qi::Shi»:i 
ridge,. We p^s9ed!tbreH# ^<M;ap^eiu(^ 
to us tl^e S9,fest of tfae^, gaps^ ^d :«o<N9. : 
aikr found ourselve^^Q smooth hut MUo^m 
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^^tttei* : ^ river helreaboutt being riot less 
tiKin ifiyse or sisLinifes brjOfad, and spotted' 
itith rocfe and little green islands arid 
Tidgi^i Soon aflter, a'boat ahead grounded, 
sKid! MneJi^ ^t for sonie time : about five 
ipinates after, bur boat received ' a violeri* 
i^ck frorii a' r oek und^r water. ' The raia 
put the ; boat: ' under; her foresail only, in 
d]der that in tase she struck, it might be 
TSiUftt . ito little force as possible. Shortly 
. afijor, it bdhg about an hour before isiinset, 
tii^jaisplittd shoreto iriquireof the people 
of tibe country as to the condition of the 

river iih^ad; ; 

-The country we saw tiiis day, on both 
sid^'oft^ river, is a levd plain; only one 
hffl? i»as visible. The shores, and many of 
tbe islaildB we passed to-day, were sucl^'as 
w4 thduld have conteniplated with greater 
ploasttrei^ if we Gouldihav6 employed our 

- . • * 

eyts imsd thoughts upcm any thing beside 
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tfae^ perils by wfaidi we* W6fre Mfvk«nMd>: 
They ane fertile, verdant, and m maoiijr 
places truly picturesque. 

We put to shore this dayy assaid befi»*e» 
about an hour bdbre MMseL /W^en^^e 
disembarked, we found ounelyes iipan a 
ferge and bedutifal isknd, almost cov^^ 
with trees :of ¥ank>us kinds« The Tiew«fnMa 
this' island ranges over an immaise green 
plain, bounded only: by the liorizon, JHid 
presents a great xirer winding in .several 
branches through islands .and chores com* 
posed of as finea soil as any in the worid^ 
and covered with trees, among which^ the 
^ate tree boie a small proportion. Don- 
gok,. we were told, was imt a few.hoiffs 
distant from this place. 

Vi^ of Safa. At . sunrise^ quitted die 
l^nd and proceeded up theoiver, jdbieh we 
(o&nd very wide and .shallow. Jts.mididle 
9^ occupied by an abnost continual range 
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^ idkndf, 10 -my opink» without, superior 
dbaoy river whatever.* The country bound^- 
ing the river is a beautifid plain, m far as 
j^ ey pan. Jreach, as:f^ile as land can fo^, 
fand covered with a. gre»t varifcty of tce^ 
.plants, and iiglds of corp. .Wei. sailed on 
^with a &M wind till within half an.hdur.of 
^unsett without ooniingJu sigbtof Dongola. 
.This, afber ih^e information we had received 
yesteiday, somewlmt disappointed us, but 
* ^we. consoled : ourselves by obaervk^g the 
oslauids and.' sbores wie were passibg^ comr 
pairableia wbi€li,in point of luxuriai^t ferr 
iUity, Egypt itsdf cannot show.. The whole 
country. is. til>sK>luteiy overwhelmed with ^ Ac 
.pcoduGts of the very rich soil of which k 
(^onsiists. . . 

:.; 2&2 ijf Safety Quitted the land at an 
^rly hour and proceetdted up the river^ in 
houily. expectation of censing in view of 

* The middle of the Upper NSe is generally occupied 
1>y an almost continued range of islands. 
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DoQgpla, which we h^d beea'^eii4x>«ui^ 
derstand was a considerable town* After 
saiting with a good wind till the laiddle of 
the afternoon, without seeing* any thing but 
a very fertile country, resmbling that w& 
pa,ssed yesterday, the people on shore, on 
our landing and demanding whereabouts 
J^ongola was, informed us that we weierin 
Dongola, meaning the. country so called 
Qn our asking where was the <^ity or tgfwi> 
of Dongola, they pointed to a large village^ 
in the distance on the west bao^ of -t|(^ 
river, and told us that village waS'CaH^ 
^^New Dongola/' and tliat Old Doagol% 
was farther up the rivei:^^ IP^ H)fdQni|^d 
lis that the Pasha had left a guard qS^vfe^ij^, 
four spldiars here, and had proceeded will^ 
the army three: days^ m^ch farther up ^» 
river^ where we should find him. W^r der: 
termined to proceed to his encammnentu/ 
Y(e saw to-day, for the first' time, a,sinall; 
sail boat,, constructed by the people of the 
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cd6rilry ; it #as very dumsy, resembKng a 
hs^ Canoe. The river, in some places w'hiich 
WB ^fti^ed to-day, appeared to be about 
thl*ee tiiiles from bank to bahk,tMt shallow; 
the SBlftudB and shores presentihg the same 
spectade of luxuriant vegetation that we 
»Aw yestcrddy^ : ; / :^ 

? We bouglit a lamb of three weeks old^ 

^ » ■ . , 

tMs 'eveiafngi whose mother was as tall as 
i-c^If ^ two months old. "Hits spedes of 
shiicrp is liairyi ahd hai^ no wool; The kid- 
ifKi^ of this^ lamb were large enough to; cOver 
^ palm of my hand, though the animal 
n^s itedoubtedly undisea^ed. 
feSSrf of Bafa. Crot under: way. shortly 
aftfef :sunrisfe, and proceeded up the river 
ifriiha fine ^vindi #hich lasted during the 
d*y,'aad- carried us probably thirty miles 
on^oiir way. The country through ;wluch 
3wre paiNedr lo^day is ftot io good ?ls that we 
raw yesterday j the desert comes down to 
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die banks of tke river in several places^. 
We saw many villages, but for the last tw6 
days have observed none of thdse castles so 
frequent in the lower country. AboutBti 
hour and a hialf aftpr we quitted the landj 
pflssied a fortified to\^n on the west bank of 
the riveri which appeared to be mostly m 
t^ins. On our landing, at night, we en- 
deavoured to purchase some provisicmsl 
but the people of the country could 4>nly 
spare us some milk and vegetablesi fof 
Which they would not ieke money, but dw 
inanded flour. On our consenting to iMi 
proposition, they brought qs ah ab^n^ocii 
of the articles above inentioned- They in- 
formed us tlmt there was a town 43alied 
Dbngola, containinig about three han^red 
houses, at the distance of two days' ^isa^ 
fi*om this place, and that the Pasha n^M 
encamped three days' mnrch iii advance 
of Dongoia. 
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94th qfSqfa. . licft tbeshoie this.isonit 
log; sborUj after sunrise, and proceeded 
00. our voyage; The. oountxj.weipsyased 
throo^; this day vas,: on. the west hai>k of 
^ riv«r,; fioe^ but cm the ^ast Ibank ^ 
des^ «sas visitik at ai little ^ ^stance &010 
iks» river aloiost all the day« Failed two 
€»9BSiderable fof^fied; towns, situs^fetd onjiibe 
k^hfuMk of the river ; they, were alisDsd; in 
Dtsbt^i An hoov befc«e s'onset,. put to shoiit 
foi. lh« M^t hat)k» wh^re we found a fisctil^ 
imd caltivaled country. Tb» people, ix^ho 
OiCf^upied 4t,: said that they had settlisd.hsm 
ft yim' . 9go ) th« i^and i^y hsud occupif^ 
l)«f(«e^haviM)g.beeQovei:flowied byAeiivQr» 
(md thc^ pknjktations defXroyisA. '. 
h.mh Pf^a, This <% m^ Imtlitlie 
pff^gtbsf ) ith^ tM»rii»g !he^n si <^lm fot viata 
tiian h»lf the day ; what couQtry we faic 
f^omhted tt^t ,pa|sed yje8ter4»y. . . 

Q6th of Safa. Remained fe»t by thfi 
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shore for the whole of this, day, the wind 
being ahead. The country on the west 
bank pf the river, where we stopped, is fine^ 
but deserted by the inhabitants. Some of 
the boat's company 5 who. went up tb& 
country in search of provisions, imported 
that they had seen the ruins of a temple, 
CO.t«.ing fi^gments of column, of black 
granite. I detercnined, in case the wind on 
the morrow should continue unfavourliblei 
to visit this place. They also had met A 
party of fifteen armed men, who informed 
them that they belonged to this country; 
but had been compelled to quit it, and fly; 
by the bi^gands of Shageia, who had in-^ 
fested and ravaged the country, but had 
returned on hearing that the Pasha Ismael 
had defeated and expelled these robbers;, 
and had invited every fugitive peasant to 
return home, giving thepi assurance ^f 
future safety and protection. We were 
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alarmed this evening by the repbrt bf seve- 
ral musket shot, which appeared to come 
from the other side of the river, where, we 
had bfeeh toldj still lurked soine of the bri- 
gands. Prepared our arni^ to be ready iti 
eai^ of attack, but passed the night uh* 

molested; . 

,1 - . • • _ 

* ' Qlth of Safa. Earrly in the mofhing, 

- ¥ 

quitted the shore with a fair wind, -and pro^ 
ceededonour voyage; Dongola being^ wfe 
were told, but half k day's distance frottitis. 
'Tb^^appearaiice of the country still the' 
-same.' .«••'• • • •■. - . --^ -• 

' Mtk of Sfl/fl. Made but little Avay to- 
day, the wind being light. About the inid- 
dle of the afternoon, put to -shore on the 
eSeist b£tnk of tiie river, as there appeared to 
be BO villages in sight on the other ^hbre, 
a«d wewere in want of provisions? 'Tfee' 
dountry we saw to-day is very gooid, and 
eovered with trees, but sparely inhabited. 

£ 



50 EXPEDITION TO 

The country where we landed was, how- 
ever, tolerably well cultivated by the inhs^ 
bitants of several villages hereabouts. The 
soil, where it was not cultivated,- was com- 
pletely covered with trees, generally of no 
great height, and with bushes and long rank 
grass. The habitations of many of the in- 
habitants could with difficulty be foxmd ; 
they are frequently nothing but a rou^ 
arbour formed in the thickets. We had 
continual reason to be surprized^ that a 
country naturally so rich should be sp 
thinly populated and so carelessly . culti- 
vated. The people, however, appeared to 
be content with raising enough for their 
subsistence, and to desire nothing beyond 
this. Our money they did not value; they 
would give us nothing for money, but tile 
flour of Egypt readily obtained what tlsey 
could spare. 
29th of Safa. At sunrise lefl the laod 
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with a fair and strong wind, and proceeded 
up the river with rapidity • In about two 
hours passed what appeared to be the ruins 
of a large fortified city, situated on a com- 
manding eminence on the e^st hank of 
the lAver. Shortly after^ put to shore 
on thp west bank of the river, the wind 
having incrieased to a gale, and the east 
side towards the city, just mentioned, being 
inaccessible on account of the shoals that 
lined it* The violence of the wind forced 
the boat aground upon a shallow, at the 
entmnce of a canal here,^the only one I had 
seen for a month. After toiling for an hour, 
the boatmen at length succeeded in getting 
the boat water borne. , About an hour after 
noon the wind abated and the boat pro- 
ceeded on her way under her foresail only. 
We went at a great rate till an hour before 

» 

sunset, when we put to shore on the east 

;....:■■■ ,. E 2. • ., • 
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bank of thie river. The people informed 
us that we had passed Dongola, and, from 
their description of that place, we were 
convinced that tlie city we bad seen this 
morning, upon the eminence on the east 
bank of the river, must have .been the 
place we . were - bound to. The people 
said that all the boats that preceded us 
had followed the march of the army 
of the Pasha,, who was encaniped, they 
reported, at two days' distance from this 
place^ We therefore determined to.pro^ 
ceed to join him, and not to return to 
Dongola, where it was probable we should 
only receive directions to proceed to the 
Pasha. The country Me saw to-day wais 
not so uniformly fertile as that we have 
passed for several days past. Sand was in 
some places visible. 

\st of JiebL Made great way tOrdayi 
the wind being very^strong till sunset. We 
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landed at evening on a large and fertile 
island, which was well cultivated. I ob- 
served here, at a considerable distance from 
the place where we landed, a large and 
lofty column, situated,.as I then supposed ^ 
on the main land, on the eastern bail k of 
the river.* Thecountr}'^ we. passed to-day, 
for about ten miles on the eastern bank of 
the river, is mostly covered by sand ; that 
on the western bank is beautiful.* During 
the whole of the afternoon, however, the 
fcountry we passed, on both banks, can be 
surpassed by none in the world for fertility; 
the appearance of numerous water-wheels 

* I learned afterwards from Khalil Aga, the American, 
who accompanied me to Sennaar.and back* again to 
Egypt, and who visited this spot, that this column 
made* a part of the ruins of an ancient temple, where 
are to be seen two colossal statues. I set but the next 
day with him to visit this place, but being then only con- 
valescent from a bloody flux which had reduced my 
strength, I found myself too weak to reach the pl^^^e, 
and returned to the boat« 
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and large plantations of durra and cotton^ 
showed tis that this fine territory was im- 
proved by a considerable population. The 
face of the country continues still the same^ 
an immense and fertile plain, bounded 
by the horizon and intersected by the 
windings of the river Nile. We have seen 
no considerable eminence for many days, 
except that on which stands the old city of 
Dongola, which we pd^sed yesterday; it 
IS a fine military position. 

2d of RebL The wind to-day was right 
ahead, owing to the curious fact that the 
river here makes an eccentric bend to die 
left, toward the north-east, and presents 
itself as coming from that quarter instead 
of from the south or south-west, as usual 
hitherto.* The Rais attempted to advance 

* The river continues in the same general direction as 
)iigh up as the island of Mograt, on the Third Cataract, 
when it resumes a course more south and north. Th^ 
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by. cordellihg the boat ; but the force of 
the wind and cJurrent prevented the boat* 
pien from gaining more thau two or three 
miles along the- coast of the island, where 
jve landed yesterday. We were therefore 
obliged to pass a great part of this day 
Und all night by the shore. The island is 
about twenty miles long and very beautiful; 
it is called, as I have been repeatedly ini- 

formed, '^ Atqo/' / 

t 
3d of Rebi. We were obhged still to 

continue fast by the shore till noon, when 

the wind abating, the boat advanced about 

two miles by the help of the cordel, so far 

as to arrive at ia small bend in the river, 

which brought, the wind a little in out 

iavoOT,.so ks to pass by its aid to the other 

«ide, in the hope, if the wind continued 

the same on the morrow, to profit by it and 

length of this bend is probably not less than two hun- 
dred 9nd fifty miles. 



yv\.« '«c. 
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proceed. We atriyed a little before . suni^ 
set^ and remained there for the night* We 
saw' this day, while the boat was. warping 
slowly along the left bank of the river, the 
ruins of a considerable fortified towoj 
built of stone and encompassed by large 
cemeteries. Some large columms, of a 
beautiful stone, white intermixed red, are to 

• « ■ * 

be seen among the ruins. One of: the 
cemeteries is evidently ancient, as the 
tonibs are covered with hieroglyphics, inter- 
mixed with inscriptions. In one of the 
tombs one of our party found the remains 
of a miimmy . : i 

4fth of Rebi. Made but little progr^s 
to-day, oii account of the irregularity in 
the river already mentioned, which, makes 
its course hereabouts almost the direct coar 
trary to its natural direction, and brings, m 
consequence, the prevalent winds aheadi 
Passed some small, but fine islands, and 
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saw, for , the first tinie for several days; 
stone mountains in the distance : the shores 
of the river hereabouts are fertile, but 
thinly inhabited. Saw several large vil- 
lages in ruins. 

5th of Rebi The wind and the untoward 
dij^ecjtiqn of the river obliged .us a^in to 
employ, the cordel to forward the boat 
a few miles more on her way. By the 
niiddle of. the afternoon we had arrived at 
a place on the left* bapk of the river that 
had ,been, a few days ago, the scene of a 
battle between the Pasha and the brigands 
of Shageia. We found there a strong and 
well; built castle at the farther extremity of 
a high and long mountain, running nearly 
at right angles with the river, and which 
approached to within a few hundred yards 
of its bank; thus furnishing a fine position 
to the enemy. The castle was taken by 

* I. e. The bank on our left-hand ascending the river. 



r 
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the aid of the Pasha's artillery, and hii 
cavalry rode through and dispersed all 
who fought outside of it,* This castle was 
astonishingly well arranged in its interior, 
and was thereby rendered very comfortable 
quarters for a considerable garrison. The 
country, in the vicinity, contiuns many 
villages, and was covered with plantationii 
of durra beans and fields of cotton. These 
villages had been ransacked, and in part 
destroyed, by the victorious troops, as the 
inhabitants, instead of coming in to the 
Pasha, as did the people of the lower 
countries, had taken up arms and sided 
with the brigands who lorded it over the 
country. We learned, however, that they 
did this much against their will, being 
compelled thereto by their marauding 
Inasters. I was informed to-day that some 

* A more particular account of this battle will be 
given hereafter^ in the course of the narrative. . « 
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English ti^yellers were in cipe of the boats 
ahead. I deternuned, in case the wind 
should contintife unfavourable to-morrow, 
to walk up the river and pay them a vigit. 
6th of Rebi. Set out very early in the 
morning, it being dead calm, and the boat 
in consequence unable to proceed, except 
by the cordel, to see the strangers, and to 
be informed of their accommodations, as 
I feared that they too were obliged to par- 
ticipate in the privations to which w^ were 
all exposed* After about two hours walk 
at length came up with the boat, on board 
of which these gentlemen were. They in- 
fovmed me that they had set out from 
Cairo a few days after we had quitted 
Bulac. They were suffering privations, asi 
were all in the boats, and I regretted that 
my being in similar circumstances put it 
out of my power to ameliorate their situa-^ 
tion. As, however, we had now learned 
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to a certainty, that the camp of the Pasha 
was not far distant, it was in my power to 
assure them that they would be better off 
in a day or two.* All the way to their 

* These gentlemen were Messrs. Waddington and 
Hanbury^ who, after staying a short time in our camp, 
returned to Egypt. Mr. Waddington^ on his return to 
England, published an account of his travels on the 
upper Nile, in which, having been misled by the tongue 
of some mischievous enemy of mine, he gave an ac-^ 
count of me not a little fabulous. On my arrival in 
London, I wrote to Mr. Waddington what he was 
-pleased to call a " manly and temperate letter,- ' inform-^ 
ing him of his error, representing to him the serious 
injury it might do me, and calling upon him for a justi- 
fication or an apology. Mr. Waddington, in the maaner 
best becoming an English gentleman, frankly gave me 
both, concluding with the following expressions — " I 
feel the most sincere and profound sorrow for the unin- 
tentional injustice into which I have been betrayed by 
too hasty a belief of false information. For this I am 
as anxious to make you reparation, as I am incapable of 
doiog any person a wilful injury. I will therefore cause 
the note in question to be erased in the following edi- 
tions of my book ; and in the remaining copies of the 
present, I will instantly insert a new page or sheety if 
necessary ; or should that be impossible, I will immedi- 
ately destroy the whole impression." It was impossible^ 
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boat, and on my return to our's, I observed 
$ome hundreds of bodies of men and ani- 
mals that had perished in the late engage- 
ment and during . the pursuit, and the 
stench which filled the air was almost into- 
lerable. The country, covered with an 
abundance of grain almost matured, was 
dbaqdoaed; the water-wheels stood still, 
and the cisterns were frequently infected 
by a bloody and putrefying carcase. 
. 1th of RebL Passed the last night on 
board the boat, near the mountain already 
mentioned in the day before yestefdayi's 
journal. Two Greieks on board of our 
boat reported last evening, that they had 
heard, menacing cries from the mountain. 
The people on board of the boat supposed 

for me^ after this, to retain any of the angry feelings 
excited by this affair, excepting towards *' the false 
tongue" that occasioned it, on which I cordially impre- 
cate a plentiful portion of the " sharp arrows of the 
mighty and coals of juniper." 
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that some of the brigands had returned to 
their haunt and meditated an attack on our 
boat by night* We were accordingly oa 
the watch till morning, without, however^ 
being molested. This morning, about two 
hours after sunrise, these same Greeks re- 
ported that they had seen fifteen or sixteen 
of the robbers in a body^ and armed^ 
They also told the Mogrebin soldiers in- the 
other boats, which had qow come up with 
ours, that these men had probably massa- 
cred one of the soldiers attached to me 
and two of my servants, as they had not 
been seen since morning. I accordingly 
set out, in company with twenty soldiers, 
in pursuit of the supposed assassins. We 
had not proceeded far when we met the 
persons supposed killed, on their way to our 
boat, safe and sound. They had seen no 
armed men, though they came from the 
direction that the Greeks said the robbers 
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had taken. I therefoi^e returned to tlie 
boat, reflating u{)on the old proverb^ ** A 
Greek and' a liar/' The Mogrebin sol- 
diers were not, however, Convinced of the 
ialsehood of the reportj and pursued their 
way to the mountain ; they found no rob-^ 
bers there; but repay ed themselves for the 
trouble they had taken, by taking posses-* 
sionbf a young and pretty girl, which they 
carried to their boat as a lawful prize; 
After proceeding a. few miles by the aid g£ 
fte cordel, we put to land at sunset, near 
a village on the left bank of the river. We 
found here the ruins of a Christian church, 
built in the style of the lower Greek 'eoa-^' 
pire, of which one column, of red granite^ 
of no great height, was standing, (it bore 
Wi its chapiter a cross and a star,) and wa* 
all that stood on its base ; others, fallen and 
broken, were lying near it. The soldien^ 
found in the villages near us several hun- 
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dred %women and about two hundred 'men i 
they were peasants who had taken refuge 
here during the battle between- the brigandsr 
and the troops of the Pasha. The soidiers 
were disposed to treat them as enemies^ but 
they were saved from their fury by showing 
a paper given them by the Pasha, assurkig 
them of protection. It is the rule to give 
these papers to every village not hostile, to 
protect them from the soldiers. We re-> 
mained here all night. The country of 
Shag^ia, possessed by the brigands, was 
the best cultivated we had seen this side of 
Assuan ; the ^ water-^wheels, so far > as ' we 
havJB passed their country ^ being frequeirtly 
within half a stone^s throw of each otheri 
They obliged the peasants to work hard to 
raise food and forage to fill the magazines 
of their castles, which are seen here and 
there all over this country. . , : i 



• ^k ofUebi.< The winid ^dd^ the direc- 
tion of the hvier conlintuiig^th^ -same) we 
were obliged to advance hj^ the cordel. 
Th3e €5ountry continued fine and well culti- 
vated^ and we passed several large and 
beautifiil islands. In walking along the 
shore^ saw at a distance a krge castle, 
lately occupied by the brigands; on visit- 
ing^ it, found it capable of accommodating 
at l^a&t a th^Hisand men. The walls and 
towera very thick and pierced with loop- 
holes : it had beei^taken bythe aid of the 
Pasha's artillery , i^nd almost every thing 
combustible in it had been burned by the 
troops« A few imles beyond this the boat 
stopped for the night. 

' 9i^h(^ ReH. Het^rd this morning at 
day-Mght, with great pleasure^ the report of 
tliree cannqn, which indicated the proximity 
of the camp. We proceeded slowly by the 
cwdely the riv^r obstinate in maintaining 



66 EXPEDITION TO 

the same unloward direction,. and the wkd 
coQsequently adverse. The country we 
s^w to-day, like that we have passed for 
the last two days, gave us continual occa- 
sion. (^ surprise. It was better cultivated 
than any part of the cojuntries south of 
Egypt that we had seen- It was crowded 
with villages and covered with grain, de- 
serted by its proprietors. In the afternoon, 
however, the disagreeable impression pror. 
duced by seeing so fine a country without 
inh^tbitants was almost obUterated by the 
pleasure I felt on being informed that a 
large number of its cultivators, with thdr 
wives and children, were on their return to 
their fields and houses, provided with an 
escort from the camp, and a firman from 
the Pasha Ismael, securing them firom 
outrage, and assuring them of pi;otection. 
I am sorry to be obUged to say, that the 
inhabitants of this unfortunate district had 



DONGOLA AND SENNAAR. 67 

great occa^on for this protection, :The 
sdldiei's ill the boats were disposed to take 
liberties with the inhabitants, on the plea 
of their being the allies of the brigands. 
This morning, two men belonging to a vil* 
lage in this neighbourhood, w^ere severely 
beaten, and their wives or isisters violated 
by some soldiers belonging to the boats. 
This afternoon, a soldier belonging to our 
bokt, accompanied b}^ one of the Greekb 
^Ijeady riientiotaed, and the Frank cook of 
theGProto Medico went to the same village, 
without my knowledge, to participate in 
this licentious amusement. They were 
somewhat surprized and terribly frightened 
iDn their arrival at this village, on findiilg 
themselves suddenly suiTounded by about 
two hundred peasants armed with clubs, 
who fiercely demanded what they wanted, 
asking them if they had come, as others 
5md before theni to-day, to cudgel the 

F 2 
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uidi and viDkle thaiwomen^and ordered 
thetn to be off immediafidyto the boate; 
Tfie liiekless; for&itatorsy confounded^ by 
this unexpei2tad reception, , weve heartilj 
glad^ to be aUotv)edv to sneak back to the 
boat in confusion and terror. On tiieir 
ariivaV and this af&ir becoming known 
to mie, 1 abused them mth .ail the elo- 
qii€n<!:e I could ' mastery firsffi^ for their :vil- 
lany, and then -foe their cowardice, as, they 
were well armed^ and had fled beforsytbe 
face of cudgels. When we stopped' at 
night, we were told that we were about 
three hours distance. from the camp« 

lOtk of Rebi: The: riireE and the wind 
still obliged us to proceed slowly by the 
cordel. The country we passed to-day wa* 
fine, and had been cultivated with great 
care, but deserted. The face of the fields 
was almost covered with the household foi <- 
niture of the villagers. Straw mats^ equal 
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to any sold: at Cairo, were ababdoued by 
hundreds on the spots where they had been 
employed for the night by the troops, when 
on the pursuit after the brigands who had 
fled from the last battle. Mgny of the 
largest of these mats the soldiers. ha^d. form* 
ed into square huts for the different gpards* 
The. abandoned harvests waved solitary )n 
the wind, and the numerous water-wheels 
were all motionless. We passed several 
large castles, not laany^day^ hack garri- 
soned by fierce marauder?, whot claimed 
all around thein, or vfitbin the reach of 
their horses' feet, ^s .theirs; ^nAJnmy, well 
buih villages, whose inhabitants; were the 
slaves of their will. In one of these de- 
serted castles, we . found fragments of ves- 

of polished Wiap.wpod, the, pillage pro- 
Isably of some oaray^q, and. a :snijall cbrass 
f^ULQou. . Tbe<wall^ xifc^ ?ipar|in^ts ,werfi 
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hung with large and coloured straw mats, 
of fine worjcmanship, and shewed many in- 
dications of the pains taken to make them 
comfortable and convenient. An - hour 
after noon, we met great numbers of men, 
women, and children, accompanied by 
their herds and flocks, who were returning 
to this abandoned country, by the encou- 
ragement and under the protection of the 
Pasha. It was an affecting sight to see 
almost every one of these unfortunate wo- 
men carrying her naked and forlorn chil- 
dren either upon her shoulders or in her 

* * 

arms, or leading them by the hand. The 
pleasure I felt at seeing these proofs of the 
humanity of the Pasha Isinael was dimi- 
nished by seeing his safe-conduct disre- 
garded by some of the Mogrebin soldiers, 
and particularly by the Greek and !Frank 
domestics of the Proto Medico Bosari, who 
^ized froip the hands of these miserable 
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.creatures as many sheep and goats as they 
thought they had occasion for. About an 
hour before sunset, we passed the encamp- 
ment of Abdin Cacheff, on the right or op- 
posite bank of the river; and at night-fall 
came in view of that of the Pasha about 
three miles farther up on the same side. 
We stopped to pass the night, as the boat- 
men were too much fatigued to draw the 
boat any farther to-day. 

nth of Rebi. The direction of the river 
and the wind still the same. Proceeded 
slowly by the cordel till about two hours 
after noon, when we arrived at the camp 
of the Hasnardar on the left bank of the 
river; that of the Pasha was on the op- 
posite side. Not far from the camp of the 
Hasnardar, some ruins and several small 
pyramids attracted my attention. As I 
could not go to the Pasha before to-mor- 
row, I determined to employ the remainder 



79 EXPEDITION TO 

of the day in! a visit to these antiqditiiefl^ 
which Jay near a large liigh and isolatdd 
Foek, about a. mile distant from the river^ 
I found before this rock the ruins of a very" 
large temple, which, covered a great space 
of ground. Some cohimus, almost conr 
sumed by time, w^e standing nearly buried 
iti the riibbdsh. The bases of others were 
visible, which, from their poi^tion,.eyid^i<j^y 
once supported an.av^ue (^ ptUavs teadf 
iog to an excavation in the gireat rock afore- 
mentiooed, against dnd joimog onjto i^ 
side of which, . that fronted towards tbe 
rivi^, this templ0 ; appeared t^ have, bmu 
constructed. .Among the ruins sa^ two 
large lions of red granitQ,rDn'i^ broken,: ai^ 
the other little injured, and a sBtall 'htedi^ 
lie^ statijie,rab<>ut two feet high, ia nsillHjg 
posture. 0» approaching the front of ithe 
mck, found it excavated into a smaU tem«' 
pi);, ty^hose interior was sculptured with tJw 
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ugmd'£gures and symbols seen in tbe tem^ 
ptes of ancient Egypt; Its roof, atid- thttt 
of the porch before it, exhibited sevteral 
traces of the aastire with whichit had be^n 
pmnted* The porch before this excavatioH 
iras supported by Cariatid figures, repre^ 
senting huge Hons standing nearly erect 
upon their hinder tegs. The ruins befoi'fe 
the Tock sfeemiBd to nie to haive ^i^tiginally 
eoHipoised a large^tempie, 'of which^tbis ex- 
cavation was the iiiner sanctua,ry , Tb6 
pyramids were close by these tuins. 1 
counted «eTemeen,"s6ffie^t)f thfefti-iii rdiis, 
and others perfect Those which were uii- 
injftfred • Wei'e small,' of a height greater than 
tbe breadth of the base, which ^v^as gene* 
mlly about twenty feet sqtiare; the «ides 
tesembled steep stairs. They were how- 
fever coftipactly and very handsomely eoii- 
i^«ected of hewh stones, %imilartd' the rock 
before motioned j and probably taken 
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from it. Before some of these pyramids^ 
and attached to one of their sides, we found 
low buildings, resembling small temples, 
and, judging from the interior of one w6 
found open, intended as such, as the inside 
of this one was covered with the usual 
hieroglyphics and figures. It would be a 
work of httle difficulty to open the pyrar 
mid to which was attached the httle temple 
I entered, as the figure of a door of stone 
in the pyramid is to be seen, when inside 
of the temple, attached to its side. In view 
from: this place, many other pyramids were 
in view higher up the river, on the oppo-r 
site b^nk, one of them large. The people 
of the country called the place I visited, 
•' Meroe,^' as likewise the whole territory 
wher^i^hese ruins are found. The fuiijs I 
have mentioned do not appear ever to hav0 
been disturbed. I doubt not that sevg^sil 
remains worth research He concealed undet 



' 



DONGOLA AND SENNAAR. 75 

the rubbish, which here covers a great 
space of ground. No other remains of 
antiquity are visible in this place besides 
those I have mentioned. The immediate 
spot where they stand, and its vicinity 
backward from the river, is covered by the 
sand of the Desert, underneath which pro^ 
bably many more lie concealed. 



The river Nile has been represented, and 
I think with justice, as one of the wonders 
of the world. I do not consider it as 

meriting this appellation so much on ac- 

» 

count of its periodical and regular floods, 
in which respect it is resembled by several 
other rivers, as on account of another cir- 
cumstance, in which, so far as I know, it is 
without a paralleL 
The Nile resembles the path of a good 
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m a wicked and worthless w6rld. It 
llooogh a desert — a dry, barren, 
desert; on the parts of which adjoin** 
course it has deposited the richest soil 
M llfec world, which it continually waters 
iMid nourishes. This soil has been tl^ 
$iMrce of subsistence to several powerful ' 
nations who have established and over^ 
thrown mighty kingdoms, and have origi- 
nated the arte, the -re}igien,-the learning 
and the civilization of the greater part of 
the ancient wodd. These nations, instruc- 
tors and pupils, have perished ; but :the 
remains of their stupendous ' lai)ours, the 
p3n:Hmidsaxy(l ite tenlples <^f Egy pt^ Njubia, 
and :}n (t^ countries «i0w visited '^fc^: the 
jfifsrttme^ at^ltostfenrrmanyages^iby ininds 
capable of ^appiteciatinfg ttiie peopfestwho 
erected tbeinvi^n^ more than. is^ffi%9^ 
excite astonishment and resfiect: £M)iitbe 
liations who^ ^found^: :llienL The'lfew ' in- 
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staB£e9 that/ 1 have meDtioued are such as 
have pre;9^2j^ theqasielitfes to my notice ui 
saiUog. tip the river, without my having tli# 
opf^octunity to $ci:i4tiD)Z€i t^ongb pafticu)arlj^ 
QT; ttina;or me$mis to purmi^ any researched 
iQ the ^vicinity^ of those I have seen, by 
\rlytch doubtkss many m^ore^ would bQ dis* 
covered*. Some future traveller in thfim^ 
interesiliog. and remoter. regions^ who may 
hayethe power and the means; to traverse 
at his leismre the banks and islands I have 
seen and admired, will, I believe, find hi* 
labours rewarded by discoveries which wiil 
interest itiie.leanied^ and gratify the curious. 
A vojfiage up the Nile^may. be consideued 
as. preseoting an epitome of the^^moi^.hjisf 
tory of manu We. meet at almost eveijy 
stage with the mQuuments of his su|iersfir 
tion, his tyranny, or his luxury ; but with 
fesi^ memorials of his ingenuity directed 
with a view to real utility. We also^vesy* 
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where behold the traces of the vengeance of 

Ahnighty Justice upon his crimes. Every*- 

♦ • • • 

where on the banks of the ancient fiver w6 

behold cities, once famous for power ?uid 
luxury, a desolation, and dry like a wildet^- 
ness; and temples once famous, and colossal 
idols once feared, now prostrate and cton*- 
founded with the dust of their worshippersi 
"The flocks lie down in the midst therebf: 
the cormorant and bittern lodge in tb^ 
temples and palaces. Their voice sin^ in 
the windows, and desolation is in the 
thresholds/' 

The peoples who now occupy the terri- 
tories of nations extinct or exterminated 
have profited neither by their history nor 
their fate* What was once a land occupied 
by nations superstitious and sensual is now 
inhabited by robbers and slaves. Th6 
robbers have been expelled or slain, and 
the oppressed peasant is emancipated by 
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the arms of the nation who avenged the 
cause , of Heaven upon the degenerate 
Greeks, but who nevertheless have derived 
neither instruction nor warning from their 
downfall and subj ugation . The Nile mean-^ 
time, which has seen so many nations and 
generations rise and disappear, still flows 
and overflows, to distribute its fertilizing 
waters to the countries on its borders : like 
the Good Providence, which seems unwea- 
ried in trying to overcome the ingratitude 
of Man by the favours of Heaven. 



On iny arrival, at the camp, I was in- 
formed of the particulars of the progress of 
the victorious son of the distinguished Me- 
h^mmet AU from Wady Haifa to Mero6. 
Before his march every thing had submitted 
or fallen. All attempts to arrest his pro- 
gress had proved as unavailing as the ob* 



n 
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atacIia&pfifxiBed.by the savage rocksiof the 
Qatacas^Df Jthe Nile to the powerful cQwae 
<tf,tbatbeneficeDt^dfettiMng river. 

His: Exc^]eitiGe,\ as said bafove)* set. oat 
frcoQiiWady .Haifa on the 26^ of ZSkad^ 
ktst In. tea dafys of forced march' fa^ 
arrived . at Ngcf DongolaL A little ^beyxiifd 
this, vallage, the. Sdictar, atthe head^ (^ a 
dtitaxJHnenJ; of aboitf: four haindred m^m^ 
aairpnzed and disperspd . aboiit £fteea iiuHf 
dredi /of tha ena&y^ taking osany of their 
horses and camels. : Fcair days^ imardi^ 
beyond New Dongola^ the Fasha^ at the 
head of the advance guard of the army^ 
eame up with/^ main^ body of the Sha^ 
geias and their allies, strongly posted^^^ 
^ side of a nioiHitain near a village called 
Courty, OQ the westerly bank of the riveri 
The Pasha at this j uDOture had with him 
but;six hundred cav^ry and some o£ tbo^ 
Abbadies^ nKmnied on dromedaiies, of 
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3!i^hom we had about five hundred with the 
^Fmy, but none of his cannon. The enemy 
advanced to the (KHubat with loud screams 
and cries,, and with great fury. TheAb-* 
badies could not withstand their charge^ 
and were driven rearward. At this critical 
instant, his Excellence gave the order, and 
the cavalry of the Ppsha charged and 
poured in the fire of tt^dr carabines and 
p]3tols. After a conflict of no long dura*^ 
tion, the cavalry of the enemy fled in dis^ 
may, while those who fought on foot fell on 
their faces, throwing their shields over their 
heads to secure them from the tramp of the 
cavalry, and implored mercy. 
: In consequence of the result of this 
afiair, all the country between the place of 
combat and Shageia, i. e. the country occur 
pied by the castles and immediate subjects oif 
the Maleks of Shageia, submitted and were 
pardoned. The Pasha pursued his march 
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to the province of Shageia, where Malek 

Shouus^ the principal among the Shageia 

chiefs, had collected the whole force of the 

republic of the brigands with a determina- 

tion to risk another battle. The Pasha 

found, on his arrival, a pait of their force 

posted on an island near the long mountain 

I have mentioned in my journal as having 

been the scene of a combat a few day $ 

before I reached it. Those of the tenemy 

« 
who were in the island were forthwitii 

attacked by troops sent over in the boats 

which accompanied the iarmy, and were 

cut to pieces or driven into the river* TRic 

army then advanced to attack the great 

mass of the enemy in their position on the 

mountain. It was a very advantageous 

one. The mountain runs nearly at right 

angles with the river, which it aearly 

reaches, leaving between itself and the 

river a tract of ground about a quarter of 
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a mile in width, which at the time was 
'Covered with plantations of durra. The 
enemy, were posted on the side of this 
mountain and among the durra in the open 
ground between the mountain and the 
river ; so that their rear was secured by the 
mountain, and their right covered by 9* 
strong castle at the foot of its extremity 
lying off from the river. Malek Shouus, 
Malek Zibarra, and the other chiefs pf 
iShageia, and their immediate followers, 
composed the cavalry of the enemy. Tliey 
Jbad: assembled, either by force or persua- 
siopi all the peasantry subject to their 
dominion, the whole fonning a mass which 
blackened the whole side of the mountain. 
Their arnas consist of lancps, shields and 
long broad swords double-edged- These 
wretched peasants, who were all on foot, 
their masters posted, in front in order to 
receive and exhyaust the fire of the Pjaslia^s 

g2 



•* 
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troops ; while Shouus and the cavalry occu- 

4 

pied the rear in order to keep the peasants 
to their posts, and to have the start of the 
Pasha's cavalry in case they should find it 
necessary to take to flight* The Pasha 
posted his troops parallel to the enemy^ 
|>lacing the greater part of the cavalry 
opposite' the open ground between the 
mountain and the river, and pushing the 
-artillery a Uttle in advance. The enemy 
•with loud cries and upUfled lances rushed 
forward,. Some of the peasants inadvance 
of the others, with no o^r arms than 
lances and shields, threw themselves bpon 
the cannon and were bk>wn to pieces.^ 
The castle on the right of the enemy ip|i 

* Tlie desperate courage of these wretched ftovisM^ 
was astonishing; they advanced more than ojDce to the 
muzzles of the cannon, and wounded some of the can- 
noneers in the act of re-loading their gunsl Notwitk- 
standing ^heir efforts, such was the disparity of their 
arms against cannon and fire-arms, that only one of the 
Pasha*s soldiers was killed, and they are said to have 
lost seven hundred in the battle and during the pursuit. 
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Stormed. After feeling the effects of a few 
rounds from the artillery, which dashed 
horse and man to pieces, the cavalry of the 
enemy fled in dismay, leaving their infantry 
to be rode over and shot down* by our ca- 
valry, who destroyed many hundreds of them 
in the battle and during the pursuit, Malek 
Shouus and his cavalry did not discontinue 
their flight till they reached the territory of 
Shendi, leaving their numerous and strong 
castles, their dependant villages, and a rich 
and beautiful country, in the hands of the 
conqueror.-f- 

♦ I wqr " «tot down/' for the sabre wtt$ found an 

unavailing weapon, as these people are so adroit in the 
management of their shields that they parried every 
stroke. I have seen upon the field where this battle ,wa8 
fought several shields that had not less than ten or fif- 
teen sabre cuts, each lying upon the dead body of the 
man who carried it, who had evidently died by three or 
four balls shot into him. The soldiers have told me 
that they had frequently to empty their carabine and 
pistols upon one man before he would fall. 

f When our troops approached the castle of Malek 
Zibarra, his daughter, a girl of about fifteen, fled in such 
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On the l^th of Rebi^I passecl over to tlie 

camp of the Pasha. I did not however 

obtain an audience of his Excellence till 

two days after, when, bdng alone, he sent 

tbr me, and received me in the most flatter^ 

ing manner, ordering me as usual to sit ih 

* " ' ■ * . • 

his presence. After the usual compliments, 

J informed his JExcellence that I had been 

haste that jshe dropped one of her sandals, which I have 
seen. It was a piece of workmanship as weB wrought 
AS any thing of the kind could be even in Europe* The 
girl was taken prisoner and brought to the Pasha, who 
clothed her magnificently in the Turkish fashion and 
sent her to her father, desiring her to tell him to''*xonie 
and surrender himself, as he preferred to have brave men 
for his fiieiKU than for his enemies/' When the girl-ar- 
rived at the camp of Zibarra, the first question her father 
asked her was, *' My cliild, in aj^oiKihing yoijur {v4b»t^ 
•do you bring, your honour with you f*' ** Yes,*' replied 
the girl, *' otherwise I should not dare to look upon 
you. The Pasha ha» treated me as his child, has dothed 
•iiieas you see, and desires that you would leave war to 
make peace with him." Zibarra wa^r greatly afiected, 
and did make several efforts -to eiSect a peace with the 
Pasha, which were traversed and firustrated by the other 
thiefs of the Shageias. 
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much mortified and distressed, tliat the act 
of God, in depriving me of the use of my 
eyes a few days before his Excellence left 
Wady ]B[alfa, had prevented me from accom-^ 
panying his victorious march, and partici- 
pating in the exploits of his troops ; so that 
I had not arrived till there was nothing left 
to do. His Excellence replied that a " great 
deal more remained to be done, in which I 
should have a share/' I replied with a 
x^ompliment, and then dananded horses 
and Camels for myself, and the soldiers I 
Jiad brought with me ; he replied ** that I 
shoiiid have them/' After some . furthisr 
conversation, of a confidential nature, I 
retired. During the nine days following, I 
had reason to applaud the humanity and 
-good policy of^ the Pasha, in offering anl^ 
nesty and peace to all liie brigands who 
shotild came in and surrender themselves. 
Several 5f their chiefs, whoip they <:iall 
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'* MaJeks/' accompaiiiqid by: their fpUowftre^ 
caxne in ..while the camp, reoiaioed neai*^ 
Mero6. The chiefs were presented with, 
costly habiliments, and the written protec-^ 
tion of his Excellence, recogni^ng them as 
under his safeguard; and returned with 
their followers to their homes, tranquillized 
and contented. The most rigid discipline 
was, observed in the camp, to prevent. the 
people of the country from suffering by the 
presence of. the army. Some^ soldiers and 
domestics were severely beaten for taking 
sheep and goats without paying for them, 
and .five of the Abbadies (or auxilmries 
mounted on dromedaries) were impaled for 
h9.Ting seized some camels from the pea* 
sants. It was truly honourable to the atmy 
and its conounander to see yilla^s emr 
bosQjned iaa camp, whose inhabitant^ 
inen^women and children,, pursued, thdr 
usjoal occupations, without io<^tatk>ft' arid 
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witkout fear. In thfe cotintry below, which 
had bee^ the scene of combat, the fields were 
deserted, and for several days I had notiseen 
ap^isantat work upon the ground. In the 
vicinity of the camp of the Pasha, where 
the people had submitted themselves, the 
dis<»)Tdant creak of the water-wheels fre^ 
quently attracted the ear, and the peasants 
cultivate their fields within musket shot of 
the camp of a conqueror. 

:0n the 21st of Rebi^ a detachment, con- 
sisting of three hundred cavalry, departed 
from the camp for the country of the 
Berbers, to seizure its submission and to 
obtain horses and camels for the army. 
Learning that it was the intention of the 
Pasha to march. in a few days, to pitch his 
camp about eight hours march farther up 
the river, I wished to ascertain whether I 
could have the hors^ and camels I needed 
before the Pasha marched. His reply to 
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my demand ^ms, that he bad na camels, at 
{present, that \rere not appropriated to scHBe 
service or other, but that, as soon as he had 
them^ I should receive what I lieeded* ' I 
urasl consequently obliged to embarjki in a 
boat to accompany the march of the camp, 
as,, without icamels to carry my tent and 
baggage, Icould not accompany it by laiKp. 
On the 25th,. all the boats followed the de^ 
parture of the troops ; the wind w^s ahead, 
and the direction of the river the same as 
repeatedly before mentioned. We pro- 
ceeded dowly by the cordeL This circum- 
stance: gave me an opportunity of Tisiting 
the Pyramids which I have mentioned as in 
mew from Mero^. They i^nd abqut half % 
anile from die right hand bank of the river* I 
counted twentyrseven, noiie of them peifect, 
and inost of them m ruins ; the greater part 
of them are built of ^stone, and are evideu^y 
viiuch mope ancient than those of 
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The largest is probably niore than a hundred 
Jeet square, and something more in height 
It preisents a singularity in its construction 
worthy ' of notice. It is a pyramid within 
a pyramid ; i.e. the inner pyramid has been 
cased over by a larger one ;> one of. its sides 
'b^g in ruins ibake» this peculiarity visible. 
By climbing up the ruined side, it is easy 
. to reach its summit. No remains of )a city 
or any traces of temples are risible in the 
immediate vicinity of this place, ^hich is 
called by the ttatives « Ttorboot.'' 
' ^On the QSd we came in view of the lower 
-end df the rapids of the Third Cataract; 
^hose hereabouts are called " the rapids 
of Qula.^' We were obliged to consume 
thirty-nine days in gettingas far as: the island 
of Kendi/(which is not abovefifty miles from 
M!ero6.) As the' direction of ther river oon*- 
tinued ahiio^t the same; coming firom about 
the iiorth-east, and the wind being almoin 
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invariably ahead, the difficulties attending 
advancing the boats by the cordel were 
very great, as the river here is spotted by 
ah infinity of islands and rocks. In some 
of the passages where the water was deep, 
the current was as swifl as. a mill-sluice, 
which made it necessary to employ the 
crews of perhaps twenty boats to drag up 

_ * 

one at a time. In other, passages, where the 
water was very shallow, it was sometimes 
necessary to drag the boats by main forcQ 
over the stones at the bottom. The camp 
of the Pasha remained during all this time 
about eight hours march above Mero6, 
on the right bank of the river, waiting till 
the boats should have pa^ed the rapids. 
No military movements tox)k place, except 
detaching th0 Divan Effendi with ;lbiir 
hundred cavalry, to join the detachment 
akeady in Berber, where all wa& qpiet and 
friendly. The country 6n the rapids of the 
Third Cataract is sterile, being composed, 
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for the most part, of black granite and sand^ 
excepting some of the islands^ which con- 
tained good ground, and a few spat& on the 
shores, where the floods of the river had 
deposited some fertile soil. The rocks by the 
shore presented indications which proved 
that the river had risen in some of its floods 
about twenty feet above its present level. 
Ostriches are not unfrequently seen here- 
abouts. We have met with no ruins of 

4 ■ r . 

any ancient building of consequence on 
these rapids, except the ruins of a' strong 
fort on the right bank of the river, and 
those of what was probably a Christiau 
Monastery on the bank right opposite. 
This place, I was told, is called " Kennis /^. 

• « 

it is about thirty miles above Mero6** We 

4 

* Khalil Aga» who has passed the whole of the third 
Cataracti found in several of the islands there ruins which 
were probably those of monasteries^ as he found there 
lAkity of ihe stones covered witli Greek idscriptioiis^ dne' 
of which be brought. to me ;. I was obliged to abandon it 
on the route, on the dving of the camel that carried it. 
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panaed one: small isiaxul, which the natives 
said was called also Meroe, as well as the 
site where we found the pyramids and 
temple below. No indications of a conr 
aiderahle city are however to be found (m, 
this island, which is beside too small to liave 
served for the emplacement of ,a city of 
consequence. Khalil Aga, who swam over 
to this island, reported that he bad seen 
^re the ruins of brick houses, and many 
Iragments of porcelain; of the latter there 
are immense quantities among all the Turn- 
ed edifices found in this country.^ ^ The 
island of ^^ Kendi'" is large, and in some 
parts cultivated ; it contains evident traces 
of brick building, ambng which we foui^d 
firagments of anci^it pottery and porcelain^ 
but no ruins of any considerable build- 
ing- 

* Oo my return to Egypt, I presented Mr. Salt with 
•efend wpetkt^m, which lo^e now in his possessikm. 
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We staid for tiiree days lis hfj^ op as 
tiie middle of die island of Kendi. Oa 
the 6th of Jamisalatml the boats received 
orders to descend to the lower end of the 
island, in order to take the passage on its 
right hand side, that on the left being so 
shallow as not to be passed but with gvesd. 
difficulty. We descended accordingly, 
and remained at its lower extremity till the 
thirteenth of the moon, which delay wi!« 
ibccasioned by the absence of the Rai$ 
Bai^i, who had gone up to examioje and 
sound the passages through the remaind^ 
of the Third Cataract. On the thirteenth, 
our boat and many others passed ov^r tp 
the "right bank <if the river, in order to <bp 
on the same side as was the camp af the 
Pasha,* and to have free communication 
with it 



1^. To which.«U the troops had been concentrated. 
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' The same day I received an order, from 
the Pasha to come to the camp with my 
baggage. I went accordingly, and . prcr 
sented myself to his Excellency, and de* 
manded to know hisr pleasure. He replied^ 
that it was his will that I should stay in the 
camp, and that he would immediately fur-r 
nish me with the means of accompanying 
him in his intended march to Berber over 
the Desert. Five days after, his Excellency 
broke up his camp, and proceeded about 
four leagues higher up the rapids, where, 
the boats were found stopped by the im? 
possibility of proceeding any farther, as the 
water was found to be too low to admit 
their passing. I arrived at this place (op* 
posite the upper end of the island of 
Kendi) on the same day with his Excek. 
lency, having left orders to my domestics 
to follow with my camels and baggage. 
The next morning, finding that they had 
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not arrived, and learning that it was the 
intienlion of the Pasha to commence his 
march to Berber that day, I mounted iny 
horse to go and ascertain the reason why 
my camels had not arrived* I learned, as I 
proceeded, that one of them had fall6n 
under his load; and that it would be ne- 
cessary to send back the first that should 
arrive and be unloaded, to take the burden 
of the other. All my effects, in consequence, 
did not arrive before evening/ During 
my absence to see after this vexatious 
aflfair, the Pasha had departed with the 
camp, as I learned the same evening on 
my return. After leaving the most balky 
part of my baggage in one of the boats, I 
proceeded on the 21st to the place where 
the Pasha's last camp had been, to join 
some party who should have been delayed 
by circumstances similar to my misadven- 
ture. On my arrival I found the Hasna 

H 
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KAtib, and about three hundred soldiers, 
waiting till camels should come from Ber- 
ber to carry them to join the Pasha. There 
w^ve^ besides, seven huQdred Mogrebin 
infantry in the boats^ awaiting the means 
of transporing their tents and baggage 
across the Desert. On iny representing to 
the Hasna Kdtib the circumstance that 
had delayed toe, he informed me that the 
Selictar w^s expected from belowia aiew 
daysj who, on the day ; after hisarrital, 
would proceed after the Pasha, and that I 
had better accompany him. I accepted 
the advice, and pitched my tent to await 
the arrival of the Selictar^ The same day 
I was informed that all the large boats had 
received or&ers to abandon the attempt to 
pass the repiiaii;ide;r of the third cataract of 
the Nile. They had already, with great 
difficulty, got through about fifty difficult 
passages, ^nd it was reported that there 
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were nearly one hundred more ahead 
before the third cataract could be got clear 
of. When the river is full, and the floods 
of course, strongs this cataract must, in my 
opinion, be almost impassable upwards, as, 
on account of the strange direction of the 
river, little or no aid can be derived from 
the wind, and the current in some places, 
from the straitness of the passages between 
the rocks and islands, must, in the time of 
the inundation, be very fiirious, while the 
cordel^ from the natural obstacles whkh 
cover the shore erf this cataract, could 
hardly overcome the difficulties which ev^ry 
mile or two would pres^at.* 

* It has .been found, however^ possible to pass th^ 
vtrhole of the third cataract^ in boats not drawing more 
than three feet of water, by the aid of all the male popu 
lation on its shores, who, by the aid of ropes, dragged 
up nine boats, which arrived in Berber before the Pasha 
commenced his march for Sennaar. They were fifty- 
Meven days in getting from the island of Kendt to B^rben 

H 2 
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On the first day of the moon Jamisala" 
chm\ the Selictar arrived from below, where 
he had been to collect duita for the army.* 
Two daj^s . after I set forw:ard in companyv 
with him to pass the Desert. The road for 
two days lay near the bank of the river. 
By the middle of. the afteraooji of the first 
day we arrived at a pleasant spot on the 
border of the Nile, where we encamped to 
pass the night. On. the morning following 
we. mounted our. horses at sunrise, and by; 
mid-day arrived at a fine pond of water, at 
the foot.of a high rock, at no great distance 
from the river, where we refreshed ourselvea 
and filled the water-i^ins, as at this place 
the roads turns into the Desert, We 
marched from the middle of the afternoon 

« « 

till an hour after midnight, when we halted 



Every one of them was repeatedly damaged in getting 
through the passages. 
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to sleep. The road for this day was evi- 
dently the dry bed of an arm of the Nile, 
which, during* the inundation, is full of 
water. Even at this season the doum tree 
and the accacia, which grew on its borders, 
were green, and coarse long grass was 
abundant. At sunrise of the sixth day of 
the moon we again mounted,, and set for- 
ward in a direction nearly East. Our way 
lay over low rocky hills, gravelly or sandy 
plains, and sometimes through vallies con- 
taining plenty of coarse grass and accacia 
trees; but no water is to be found above 

< 

ground at this season, though it probably 
might be obtained by sinking wells in some 
6f these vallies. We halted at noon, and 
in two hours after again mounted, and 
marched till midnight. Our road lay 
through a country resembling that we had 
passed the day before. On the morrow 
morning, a little after day-light, we pro- 
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ceeded on our journey, and at Aoon halted 
at the only well of water we found on our 
route* It lies near two high hills of black 
granite. The water was yellow and dirty^ 
and was almost rejected by the thirsty 
camels. By the middle of the afternoon 
we were again on horseback, and marched 
till midnight, when some of the camels 
dropping and dying, and others giving out, 
the Selictar found himself obliged to order* 
a halt for the rest of the night. It was his 
intention to have marched till morning, by 
which time our guides told us that we 
should arrive at the river. We threw our- 
selves on the ground to sleep a few hours, 
but by suiirise we wei*e called to mount 
and away. We proceeded till about noon^ 
when we came in view of the beneficent 
river, whose beauty and value cannot be 
duly appreciated by any who have not 
voyaged in the deserts through which it 
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holds its course. It was on the eighth of 
the moon when we arrived oil its borders,. 
I had expected that our toilsome Forced 
march would end here, and had promised 
myself some repose, which I greatly needed, 
as I had suffered much from the heat of ih6 
sun, which had burned the skin oflf my face; 
^---from fatigue and want of sleep j — from 
hunger, as we had barely time to prepare 
a httle rice and bread once in twenty-four 
boui^s ; — ^and from the exasperation of my 
ophthalmia, which had niever entirely 
quitted me since I was attacked by it at 
Wady Haifa, on the second cataract. The 
Selictar,^ however, did not indulge us with 
more than half a day^s and one night's re- 
pose on the hank of the river, which we 
found well cultivated by the inhabitants of 
numerous villages in sight. On the morn- 
ing of the ninth day of the moon, we were 
again called to proceed. For this day our 
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march lay near the bank of the river, and 
tlirough and by fine fields of barley, cotton, 
and wheat. The day after, our route lay 
over a narrow space of rocky land, lying 
between the river and the hills of the deserts 
We saw this day but a few cultivated spots. 

9 

Ou the 11th we commenced our march 
before sunrise, animated by the informa- 
tion tliat we should be at the Pasha's 
camp by noon or the middle of the after* 
noon. Our road lay this day on the edge 
of the Desert, just where, it toucl^s the 
cultivable soil deposited by the Nile, 
which is indicative of the point to which 
the inundations of the river extend in this 
country. On both sides of this road was 
an almost continued succession of villages, 
which are built here in order to be out of 
the reach of the . overflowing of the river, 
which almost every year here overspreads 
the cpuntry for one or two miles fi'om its 
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banks. The land liable to this inundation 

♦ ■ * - 

is in part cultivated as well as any portion 
o£ Egypt, and in part devoted to feeding 
gceat numbers of fine . horses, camels^ dro- 
medaries, kine, sheep,, and goats, with 
which the country of the Berbers is abun- 
dantly stocked, x ., 

We marched on till nearly set of sun, 
without halting, when, we arrived at the 
encampment of the Pasha ; it was on our 
side [i. ie. the west side] of the Nile, which 
here runs in its natural direction from 
south ta north. At five or six days match 
below it, it turns, to the left, and describes, 
from above its turning point and Dongola, 
a track something resembling the following 
figure — 




106 EXPEDITION TO 

which is the k*easoii why, in coiming up 
the river from Dongola, we found it run^ 
ning from the north-east; The tength of 
this curious bend in the river Nile, never 
known to the civiliKed world before the 
expedition of Ismael Pasha, may be about 
two hundred and fifty miles long, the 
greater part of it all rocks and rapids* 

The journey from our last encampment 
on the third cataract to the country of the 
Berbers, yb//oawng the direction of the river i 
takes eight days of forced marches, but 
that by the desert, i. e. across the penin*- 
sula formed by the course of the river be^ 
tween the country of the Berbers and oar 
last encampment, takes four days forced 
march. 

The road from the place where we ar- , 
rived at the river (in coming from the 
desert) up the country of Berber, lies 
generally on the edge of the desert, and 
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butside of the fertile land lying between 
the river ^id the desert ; of consequence 
we were rarely led to its banks so as to 
ascertain its OHirse and appearance. But 
from several points where the xoad.apt 
proaches the river, I observed that it 
winded continually and contained many 
beautifulislands, some of them, particularly 
that named " Sibn6/' cultivated like ^r- 
dens. I also obseiTcd that the river^ at 
the lower extremity of the country of tb^ 
Berbers, is much interrupted by rocksi 
and I have learned, since , my anivaU that 
between, the third cataract and the camp, 
the water is so low at this season that the 
Canja.of the Pasha (probably the first boat 
that ever passed the third cataract of the 
Nile) was obliged to be lifted three times 
over shallow passages. 

The natives of this, country had never 
seen a sail boat before the arrival of this 



^ 
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Canja. They called it "a water mare/« 
comparing it, by this appellation, to- the 
swiftest animal with which they are ac- 
quainted. They ran in crowds' to the 
river's edge to see it mount the current 
without tlie aid of oars. - 

On the ISthy I had a private audience 
of the Pasha in the evening. His Excellence 
received me as usual, and on my informing 
him of the circumstance which had pre- 
vented my accompanying his march from 
the cataract, he assured me that he would 
: give orders, that, for the future, I should be 
furnished from the best of his own camels. 
I preferred to his Excellence some requests, 
which he granted immediately, and on my 
retiring, requested me to present myself to 
him frequently. ^ 

Previous to his march from the third 
cataract, there had arrived at tfai? camp 
ambassadors from Shendi9 from Malek 
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Shouus, the chief of the fugitive Shageians, 
demanding, terms of peace. The Pasha 
replied, that ^* the only terms on wliich they 
could obtain peace with him, would be by 
the surrender of their horses and arms, and 
returning to their country to live tranquilly, 
and without disturbing their neighbours/' 
The ambassadors replied, that ** they would 
not give vrp their horses and arms/' The 
Pasha then answered, that "then he would 
coxne to Shendi and take them/f To which 
it i& said they answered, " Come/'* * On 

■• * ^ . ' . ■ ■ 

. * I hav^ been informed that, previous to the advance 
of the Pasha Ismael from Wady Haifa, deputies from 
the chiefs of Shag^ia arrived in the camp to demand of 

the Pasha, **for what reason he menaced them with war?? 

- •. . - . . 

The Pasha replied, '* because you are robbers, who live 
by disturbing and pillaging all the countries around your 
own/' They replied, "that they had no other means to 
live." The Pasha answered, ** cultivate your land, and 
live honestly." THey replied with- great naivete, " we 
have been bred up to live and prosper by what you call 
robbery ; we will not work, and cannot change our man- 
ner of living." The Pasha replied, *•* I will make you 
change it." 
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bearings however, of the rapid inarch of the 
Pasha, and of his arrival in Berber, the 
chief of Shendi, on whose support it seeois 
Shouus had calculated, was frightened, and 
sent hisson^ bearing some valuable presents, 
to the Pasha, to notify his submission, and 
to receive his orders. The terror and con- 
fusion this step, on the part of one of the 
most powerful allies of Sennaar, will occa- 
sion to the latter, will probably prevent the 
necessity of a battle to ensure its submis- 
sicHi. A part of the remnant of the once 
powerful Mamalukes of Egypt,' who had 
fled before the Pasha to Shendi,* on his 
arrival in Berber have surrendered them* 
selves to the protection of the Pasha Is- 
maeL They have been treated by him with 
great kindness, and were presented with a 

^ The number of the old Mamalukes of Egypt was 
r^di|c«d, at the time of our arrival in Berber^ to leas than 
4me. hundred persons. They had, however^ some hun- 
dreds of blacks, whom they had trained up in their dis- 
cipline* 
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thousand piasters each, to bear their ex- 
penses to Cairo, to which place they have 
departed, with the assurance of passing the 
remainder of their lives in tranquilUty in 
Egypt, under the protection and favour of 
Mehemmed AH. They had gone from the 
camp before my arrival. I was informed 
that these Mamalukes were in possession 
of many slaves and fine horses, which will 
turn to good account in Egypt. A small 
remnant of the Mamalukes at Shendi, uur 
der the direction of a refractory Bey, have 
fled to the countries on the Bahar el Abiud, 
where they will probably perish miserably. 
The Divan Effendi, who has been sent to 
Shendi to arrange t;he terms of peace with 
the MaJek of that country,, had orders to 
assure this Bey and his followers there, of 
the . same, fayour and prQteqtion already 
accorded to their comrades, who had al- 
ready departed for Egypt, but without 
success. It is not to be doubted, however, 
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that the remnant of the once powerful 
Mamalukes, who have surrendered thiem- 
selves to the compassion and protection of 
the Viceroy, will receive both from him*; 
whose humanity has been interested in their 
behalf since their power is gone, and their 
number reduced to a few individuals ; who, 
doubtless, will be happy to live tranquilly 
in the country these unfortunate fugitives 
continually sigh after, and whose sOve^* 
reign ty they have lost by their own mis^ 
conduct.* • 

17th. I passed over in the canja of the 
Pasha, to the east side of the river, to visit 
the capital of Berber, which is nearly op- 
posite to our camp. On reaching the bankj 
it is a walk of half an hour through im- 
mestise fields of durra, to come to the road 
that leads to the residence of the chief. 

* I alii happy to add that theae relics of die re- 
nowned cavalry of Egypt are now residing there in ease 
and in honour ; the promises of the Pasha Ismael having 
been fulfilled by bis father to the letter. 
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After quitting the plantations, I canie to a 
collection of villages, extending about three 
miles down the riven Among these vil- 
lages is one called " Goos/^ which is mark- 
ed in the maps as the capital of Berber; 
but the residence of the Maiek,* or chief 
of the eastern shore, is not at Goos, but at 
another of the collection, much larger, 
called Nousreddin, as I wasinformed^ after 
the name of the present Malek, who resides 
there. The houses of these villages, like 
the rest in the country of Berber, are built 
of clay, and roofed with unhewn tiniber, 
covered with trusses of straw ; that of the 

V 

Malek is like those of his people, only 
larger. The western shore is governed by 
another Malek^ whose village lies higher 
up the river than the emplacement of bur 

* It is a singular circumstance, that the chiefs of 
Dongolaj, Shageia, Berber, Shendi, ai}d Halfya, should 
bear the same title as used in the Hebrew bible, to de* 
signate the p'^tty sovereigns of Canaan. 
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'c^p. The population of Nousredtilhi' arid 

the villages adjoining, is considerable. The 

''country is fertile and well cUWyatedv and 

abounds in durra, cotton, barley, fine 

lioftes, camels, dromedaries, kirie, sheejp, 

•goats and fowls, as does aU the country of 

Berber. I found in these villages some 

^caravan merchants, who at prfesent liad 

'llothiiig to sell but coarse cotton cloths. 

^TRiese tiottoh cloths form . the only clotlStig 

of the inhabitants ; both men and women 

wear them, wrapped round Aeir middle, 

'With one end thi'owh over the shotiMer t)r 

head.* The Berber, though resembling 

'^e fellah of Upper Egypt in complexion, 

ii^ generally not so well formed in figure 

* The Shageia cavalry^ however, wore these clo&» 
cut and made into long shirts, in order, probably> to have 
the freer management <>f their lances, shields, and broad 
swords. It should also be stated, that the Mdleks or 
'chiefs of the Upper Nile, were generally habited ia fine 
blue or white shirts/ brought from Egypt^ 
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and feature* Many of tham have defective 
t^th, probably occasioned by the faabk of 
chewing bad tobacco, (of which they have 
plenty,) which is common here* 

• The gteater part of dieir hiou&diold and 
field work is done by slaves they purdiase 
from the caravans, coming .either dfitom 
Abyissinia or ParfourV Some df the owners 
of female skves would, for a dollar, with- 
out- scruple, permit the soldiers of quncanip 
to sleep witib thero* The womeft of Berber, 
Contrary to the custom in. Egypt, go with 
the face unveiled, without embarmsBrihent* 
^0^ men and woiiien never consider them- 
selves in full dress, unless the hair of the 
head has been combed sle^k, then braided 
and platted together, and afterwards plen- 
iiifuHy anointed with butter/ They 'never 
.cvit the hair, I bdieve; it consequently 
forms ail immense bunch behind the head, 

sinailar to that observable in some of the 

• »■ , , .»• »■»- ... 

i2 
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ancient Statues of Egypt.* The barba* 
rous jpractice of excision is uaiversally per- 
formed upon all their females, whether free 
or slaves ; as is the case also among all the 
tribes inhabiting the banks of the Nile 
above Assuan. 

The people of Berber are, in their ex- 
terior deportment, mild and polite. Every 
man.we meet, uniforriily gives us the greet- 
ing of peace, " Salaam aleikoum,'' and 
uniformly shows a disposition to accommo* 
date us in every thing reasonable. This is 
probably owing to their being, in a very 
considerable degree, a commercial people ; 

"^ The same circumstance of dress is common also 
among the peasants of both sexies of Dongola, Shageia, 
and along the third cataract^ with this addition, that they 
not only anoint the head, but also the whole body with 
butter; they say it protects them from the heat; that 
employed by the personages of consideration is per- 
fumed. Every Maiek has a servant charged with th^ 
particular care of a box of this ointment. On our march 
to Sennaar, whither we were accompanied by the Mal^k 
of Shendy, I could wind this servant of his a mile off. 
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Berber being every year visited and tra- 
versed by numerous caravans from Abys- 
sinia, Sennaar, Darfour, and Kordofan. 

2Sd of Jamisalachar. This day arrived 
the Divan EfFendi, from Shendi, accompa- 
nied by the Malek of that province, and 
the son of Malek Shouus, the chief of the 
fugitive Shageias. The Malek of Shendi 
was accompanied, by a considerable suite, 
and two most beautiful horses, intended as 
a present to the Pasha.* On being intro- 
duced to his Excellence, he kissed his hand, 
and pressed it to his forehead, and told him 
that he had come to surrender himself and 
his country to his favour and protection. 

« 

His Excellence received him graciously, 

* I never in my life saw such noble and beautiful 
specimens of the species as were these two horses ; they 
wer^. stallionSy eighteen hands high« beautifully formed, 

« 

of high courage and superb gait. When mounted, they 
tossed their flowing manes aloft higher than the heads 
of their turbaned riders, and a man might place his two 
fists in their expanded nostrils ; they were worthy to 
h^vc carried Ali and Khaled to ** the war of God." 
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presented him with splendid habiliments, 
and a horse richly caparisoned. After bis 
presentation was finished, he was conducted 
to the tent of the Hashardar, who was 
directed by the Pasha tq treat him with due 
hospitality. The son of .Malek Shouus 
"camC' in behalf of his father, and other 
distinguished chiefs of the Shageias, to im- 
plore the mercy of the Pasha for these 
chiefs and the fugitive remnant of their 
followers, who were opposite Shendi, await- 
ing the decision of the Pasha, as to what 
was to be their fate. I was told that the 
detennination of the Pasha contiauied in 
their regard the same, making the surrender 
of their arms and horses the ^me qtm nofi of 
peace between him and them. Three days 
after, the chief of Shendi returned home 
the friend of the Pasha. 

'I * 

On the 25th qf the mooUj I passed over 
to the eastern side of the river, to purchase 
camels ; as there were many buyers at this 
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tiffle from our camp, I di4"^not find any 
gopd enough for the exorbitant pric^ de- 
manded. I passed the greater part of the 
day, and the night following, at the town 
of Nousreddin, in the house of one pf the 
principal chiefs of the Berbers. Hq bear^ 
jtbe title of Malek, as do all the distinguished 
chiefs of Berbpr, Shageia, and Dongolg.. 
Thieir dignity is hereditary^ generally pass- 
ing from father to son. I have noticed 
jth^t the families of the Maleks exceed the 
common people in respect of stature and 
stoutness. The Malek, in whose house I 
lodged, a man about 60 years of age, w.a5 
near seven feet hi^, apd very stout. His 
eldest son, a young man about 22 years of 
age, was ajbout ^ feet 4 inches in stature, 
stout aiid well proportioned. I imagine, 
jthat tbiis superiority in size is owing to the 
circumstance that they eat well and heartily, 
and have no work to do beside seeing that 
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Others work for them. The family of this 
Malek carried their hospitality towards me 
to a very extraordinary length for people 
professing Isldm. I was offered, by the 
mother and mistress of the house, my 
choice of two of her daughters for a bed* 
fellow. They were both young, and the 
handsomest women I have seen in Berber, 

" • • ■ , 

but married to husbands whose houses 
were at the other end of the town. When 
I understood this circumstance, I told the 
mother, that a genuine Mussulman ought 
to regard lying with his neighbour's wife 

r 

as a crime almost as bad as murdering 
him in bis bed.* I am sorry to be 

* I feel myself, however, bound in conscience to tell 
the whoh truth of this affair. In perambulating aboat 
the I0WQ9 in the course of the day, which was very hot, 
I got affected by a coup de soleil, which gave me a 
violent fever and head^ache. I have strong suspicions 
that this circumstance acted as a powerful '^ prevented 
stay'* to my virtue, and enabled me to put the devil to 
flight on this trying occasion. The mother of thes§ 
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obliged to say, that though the Berbers are 
a quiet and industrious people, very civil 
and disposed to oblige all for whom they 
have any regard, yet, with respect to their 
women, they appear to be unconscious that 
their conduct is quite irreconcileable with 
the precepts of the Koran, and the customs 
of their co-religionists. They suflFer them to 
go . about with the face exposed— to con- 
verse with the other sex in the roads, the 
streets, and the fields ; and if the women 
are accustomed to grant their favours to 
their countrymen, as liberally and as fre- 
quently as they did to our soldiers, I should 
imagine that it must be more than com«^ 



damsels appeared to be edified by the discourse I made 
to her upon the subject of her proposal^ but the young 
MTomen plainly told me, that I was *' rajil b&t&l/' i. e. 
a man good for nothing. If they could have understood 
Latin; I should have told them^ 

** Quodcunque ostendes mihi ^ic-k 
' InvaUdus odi.'* 
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mpnjy, difficult, in this country, for a jni^^ 

« 

to know his own father.* 

* • * " ■ * 

Qn my returp to cainp, I was amused 
on the way by a dispute in connectio|i 
with this subject, between the Malek I 
have mentioned and a soldier ; it happened 
in the boat that brought me back to camp. 
Th^ boat was heavily loaden, ^d tfai^ 
gigfu^jic Malek was stepping into it^ when 
the soldier I have m^qtioned ii^tin^ated a 
detef ^in^tion Xq exclude hi|n, calling bioi 
by several opprobrious names^ and among 
other terms, " a pimp/' Upon this, I 
checked the soldier, Mimg him that this 
man was a considerable personase in his 

* Tbe ordinary priq^ of a virgin lA^ife in Berh^^ is a 
hoTfitp Mrliich the bridegroom is olj^lj^ed to present to tHe 
father of tbe girllie demands in marriage. I rememli^r 
aaking a y.oung peasant^ of ^hom { bougl^t ^ome provi* 
sions one day in Berber, ** why he ^d no^ marry ?" .He 
pointed to a colt in the yard, .and told me that ** ^vrheii 
Che colt became big enough, he shottld t{|ke a wife/' 
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country, and extremely hospitable to thf^ 
Osmanlis. This mollified the soldier, andl 
the Malek took a place as well as he could. 
The Malek then addressed the s<>ldi0r jn st 
mild manner, and Asked him why hfe had 
bestowed such appellations upon pne who 
was a Mussulman, as well as himsetf^ Th0 
soldier positively refused to allow the Ma^ 
lek^s claims to this honourable ^ppellalioi^. 
The chief demanded upon what grOUBrds 
the soldier denied it: ^^ Becaaise,'^said the 
soldier, " the women of your country are 

all wh ^s, and the men eiXL get drunk 

with bou^a, araky, and other fbrbidden 
liquors, which you make out of durra an4 
dates ;'' and turning to ine, he demaode^ 

^^ whether he was not right V The poor 

, . ' , > • • ■ •• 

chief appeared to be much vexed that he 
was unable to reply to this accusation^ and 
remained silent. The soldier, not content 
with humbling the unlucky Malek, purspe^ 
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his advantage without mercy. " Come/' 
said he to the chief, " I do not believe that 
you know any thing about your religion, 
and I will soon nnake you sensible of it/' 
He then asked the chief how many pro- 
phets had preceded Mohammed ? If he 
knew any thing about the history of Dhul- 
kamdn and Gog and Magog ? and many 
others of a similar tenor : how to answer 
which the unfortunate Malek was obliged 
to own his ignorance. The soldier then 
told him that " the Commander of the 
Faithful,''* the chief of the Mussulmans, 
had authorized his Vizier, the Pasha Me- 
hemmed AH, to set the people on the 
upper parts of the Nile to rights, and that 

* This learned soldier somewhat surprized me^ on 
my demanding " why he did not give the title of Caliph 
to the Padischah?" by answering that there had "been 
no Caliph since Ali^ and that the Padischah was only 
'* Emir el Moumenim/' i, e. commander of the tru^ 
believers/' 
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now the Osmanlis were come among them 
they would probably learn how to behave, 
themselves/' The Malek might, however, 
have had his revenge upon the edifying^ 
soldier, had he known as well as I did 
that he had gone over to the town of Nous- 
reddin expressly to amuse himself with the 
women of the country, and had doubtless 
paid as much lattention to the bou^a as the 
most sturdy toper in Berber. 

The country of the Berbers, after the 
bes|; information I have been able to obtain, 
is small, not extending, from the upper end 
of the third cataract, more than eight days 
march in length on both sides of the Nile^ 
The ^Bahar el Uswood, or Black river, 
bounds it (L e. on the eastern bank) on the 
south, and separates it from the territory 
of Shendi. The cultivable land reaqhes 
generally to the distance of one or two 
miles from the river. It is overflowed 
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generally at the inundatton^ and k» pro- 
duce is verj abundant, comistiog in durra, 
wheat, barley, beans, cotton, a small gram 
Called ^* ducfaan,'! tobacco, and some gar- 
den vegetables similar to &ose of Egypt- 
Berber also raises great numbers of homed 
battle, sheep, goats, camels, asses, and very 
fine horses. It is very populous, the «uc- 
Session of villages being sdmost continued 
along the road on both sides of the river- 
The houses are built of clay, covered with 

r • 

a flat roof of beams overiaid generally with 
dtraw ; but the houses of the Maleks have 
generally terraced roofs of beaten claly- 
This- manner of building is sufficient in a 
country where no great quantity of rain 
fells throughout the year. Some of the 
houses of the peasants are formed of trusses 
of cornstalks, and placed side by side in 
a perpendicular position, ami lashed toge- 
ther, with roofs of the same materials* All 
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the people sleep upoia bedsteads, as^hey 
do also in Dongola and * Shageia : Aese 
bedsteads are composed of an oblong frame 

of wood, standing on four short legs^ the 

» . ... 

sides of the franfie supporting a close net- 

. ' « - • 

work of leathern thongs, on which the per- 
son sleeps ; it is elastic and comfortable. 

Berber contains plenty ctf'salt, Hvhich 
the natives find in some calcareous «noun- 
taihs between the desfert ^and the fertile 
land. In its natural state, it is- found min- 
gled with a brown earth, with which the 
stone of those niountains is -intermixed. 
I'his earth the natives dilute with water, 
which absorbs the salt and leaves the 
fcaith at the bottom ; they then pour off 
the water into another' vessel and, by *ex- 
posing it to the sun orfiie, the water is eva- 
' pdrated and the salt remains. 

The assemblage of villages which com- 

I- _ • ,. 

pose the capital of Nbusfeddin, contains 
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houses enough for a population of five or 
six thousand 8|0uls, but I do not belieye 
that the actual population of those villages 
is &o great. . . 

The language is Arabic, perfectly intel^ 
ligible to the natives of Egypt, but <jpn- 
taining some ancient words at present (Jis- 
used on the lower Nile ; for instance, the 
Berber calls a sheep " Kebesh/'* 

As to the climate, the difference between 
the heat at two hours afternoon in tliq 
month of; the vernal equinox, and at an 
hour before sunrise, has been as great as 
ten degrees of the thermometer of Reau^ 
mur, as I have been informed by one of 
the medical staff attached to the army, who 
was in possession of that instrument. It 
is at present the commencement of spring, 
and the heat at two hours after mid-day, 

* This word is Hebrew^ and signifies *' a lamb/' 
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at least to the sense^ is as great as in the 
month of the summer solstice, in Cairo. I 
have seen no ferocious animals^ either in 
Berber or the country below, and believe 
that they are rare. 

5th of Regeb. The* camp continues in 
Berbei^ awaiting the arrival of the re- 
maiirder of ^e cannon, ammunition, pro- 
Y^i^iODS and troops, from tiie boats $X the 
cataract The reason why these have not 
hem transported hither foefone this time, is 
t^ want of ca^neis, a large part of the 

camels attache^ ^ t^ wmy having pe. 
rished, by reason of having been over 
£ifi^ed by the PasWs forced naarch over 

the desert, and lip the country of Berber; 

> 

A considerably number of camels have 
been obtained from Berber and sent to the 
cataract, and more are expected to arrive 
from Shendi^ to which place the Divan 

Efiendi has accompanied the chief of that 

/.■'-■■ 

K 
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country when he left our camp, in order t6 
receive them. Abdin Gacheff : departed 
two days past for Dongola, with ihi» divi*- 
sion. He is charged, by M^hemmedsA}!, 

with the government of the country be- 

■ 

tween the second and third cataraclsl^ 
Twelve hundred tnen, nnd^ die commaBd 
of Ibrihim Cacheff, are said to be on the 
way to replace the vacancy left in tint 
camp by the departme of Abdin Cadieff.^ 
Hiey are eipeded to arrive la a few dfi^s, 
if not delayed by the sickness of Ilmhita 
€aeheff, who, it is said in the camp, is datf-. 
gerously ill on the road. '\ 

Tth of Regeb. This day Nou^reddSn, 
the Malek of Berbery came to kiss 



J^ Abdin Cacbeff is a very brave and respectable nian« 
of abbiit fifty years of age. He treated me wi£h great 
politeness aiid consideration. He distinguished bimgelf 
greatly isrt the battle near Cpurty, fighting his ^«j injto 
the mass of the enemy and out again, twice or thnce on 
that day. 
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hand of the Pasha; He had : been pre- 
vented from paying his homage .to the 
cmiqnerar heretofote by Mckness. Ha 
.bifbiighft with him, BSr a present to. the 
I^asha, fifty fine bonesy and fifty droHie* 
daries of pritne breed. . He wag well. re- 
edited: by Im E^ool^^ and hi£ pr^enjte^ 
were retcffned by the Pasha, by others pf 
great value. Nomreddin is a very tall and 
l!!6ry ki,rge nu^n^ about $ixty y^rg cf , age. 
Two days^after^ having 4^^afiiQn to ^gp^to 
the ojOber side of the river, I found Npu^ 
4P€^din upon^ tbe '^hore^ awaiting the ^rny^l 
of a boat to carry him and some of liis 
ebiefs over.* I p?iid feim gome pompUinents 

■.,1 '• 

j^ative to the hjstpdsome homes he .bsEd pi?e- 
sented to the Pasha, which pleased him 

considerably; he invited me to come to 

• ' ' *' -* '. . • • ' ' • ..» ' ■ 

his. hoi^e and partake of his hospitality. 
I told him, if eircumstances would admit 
it, I would visit him in a few days, 

K 2 
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Prom the lOifA of Hegeb to tbe «id of 
the moon, nothing worth notice took place» 
except the successive and gradual - anival 
of the remainder of thecannoni* amtnum- 
tion, stores, and troops from the cataract, 
which had been left there when the Pasha 
quitted it, for want of camels to .tfahsport 
them. On the last day of the mosith, ar- 
lived the cavalry of Ibrihim CacheflP fi^om 
Egypt, consisting of four hundred excSeUent 
horseman ; one thousand infiaitry w^re yet 
far distant, hut oii their way to'.joifit 'us» 
Ibrihim Cacheff is at Wady Halfa^ serially 
sick. - • ' 

On the 2d of the moom Skabatiy siiovlly 
after the hour of aftemooa prayer,, the 
signal was fired and the tents feH. We 
<' •.•• - ... .. 

. * Id order to n^ie the lurtillery horses ifor.the .ei^igeo* 
cies of tiattle^ the cannon were drawn by camels from 
the tliird cataract to Sennaar^ mtd tb^ horsel^ were led 
harnessed hy their respective gung^ ready to be clapped 
on if necessary* I venture to recommend the same pro- 
ciedtt^e in all marches of artillery in the east. 
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'^auiUed our sqiorting bors^s, now lust/ 
irom \qxkg r^pose^ and coinnienced our 
march 4;q tfsffex^p.the :&mpus country of 
the. Ethiopian shepherds,. at present subr 
Ject tp the Malek of Shendi. We ar- 
rived oppQsit^ She^ndi, by ^^sy marches, iu ^ 
$]ght day^^ an4 .^campod on the west side 
-pf the riyer^ i^ear.a Vjery large village 
.caUed " Shendi el Garb/' u e. Shendi ox^ 
\^ westb^^ 

. Qm^j route ff^onv Berber led us through a 
-ooittitry coQA^ting of-imiqense^ plains of 
' fi^U^ i$oil, cstipndv^g nniany miles fromjhe 
river, and mostly covered with herbage; 
finKMtet^os: pr hills were, rarely visible*f 

* The odier side of the river, at lieast as' oftea aod as 
*^ as we cp^^see, i% presented the. same agpeanuice* 
The only mountains we saw on the other side of the 
river, were those of " Attar Baal/' at *he foot of which 
(they lie near the river, about three days march north of 
Shendi) are, as I have learned, to be seen the ruins of a 
city^ temples, and fifty*f6ur pyramids* This, I am in- 
clined to believe, was the site of the famouli Mero6, the 
capital of the island of thatname* The territory in which 
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Wfe passed i^any large vHlages, most irf* 
Which stood feroflF from the- river, to be 
otitof the reach of the ibufidatjon. Th6 
homesofehe^viltoge,, pirlicolrfy « « 
a][ipr6ached Shendi, vif^re geDeralfy buift 
with sloping roofs of thatched straw; which 
indicated that this is a country visited by 
the rains* We hardly ever, during our 
march, came in view of the river, except tb 
encamp. We found it at this season nar^ 
row and shallow, though Its bed was fi^ 
(Jueiitly a mile and a half broad. At e*ery 
halt we made, the chiefs <rf the country 
cathe to- salute the Pasha,^ and sdetbed id 
be well disposed towards the ariny, whose 
conduct was very exemplary i 

On the 9th of the thoan^ I visited tte' 
town of Shendi el Garb, in the rear of biir 

these ruin3 are fqund is in fact nearly siirrouqded by 
rivers, being bounded on the west by the Nile, on thei 
sdtuii hyitke.ii^i RattiincLD^Mkr, »id^ oii i^c ^^ol^ 
by the Bahar el Iswood. All these three rivers empty 
into the Mile. 
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ii|i9ip^ ] It is ;lat^ and well bjoilt^ in conif 
pampp with tfae other village I have.$eeii. 
G$i the Uppf^t Nile^ It conti^ips about u)^ 
thoasaisd iiibftfaitaQtSy and haa three market 
pfta<?6s^ where the people of the country 
et^change dollar^s and durra for what they 
h^ve need of. . Our piasters tiiey disliked^ 
bf ing ignorant of their valiie, but sometimes 
rep^ived them for fowls^ vi^etables, butter^ 
suid m^t^ and for durrar, but for wheat they 
dg^laoded dollars.; . 

ev On the XOtk of the moon^ I went to 
S[h9|[idi on tbeeast bank^ which. is^ the cafd* 
tal df the country* I traversed the town 
^th: some surprize ; the houses are low, but 
well built of cl^y. .Large area$, walled in 




l|y,the qstravans, are to be seen in various 

■' , ■ ■ ■ * ' . ' ' 

parts of the town, which is large^ containing 
probably five or six thousand inhabitants ; 
the streets are wide and airy, r^ular market 
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places aie found there, wb^iei brnffideiaMMrt^ 
butter,* grain and vegetsd>leS' are also to^lif 
purchased, spices broag^ from Jidda, gum 
*arabic, beads, and other omameots. for the 
woinen. The people of Sh^xdi hav^ a bad 
character, being both fecocious and ^wdii* 
lent Great numbers. of slaves of both 
sej^es, from Abyssinia and Darfour, are to 
be found here, at a moderate piice, ahandf 
spipe Abyssinian girl selling for about:foit|r 
or fifty dollars* The chief of SheMi^itiba 
same who had come to our camp in Berber^; 
has done his uttennost to promote a good 
disppsitioa in his people^ towards the. Qu 
iniianJis, and has made the P^sbaa presi^tit 
of several hundreds of yery fine camdl^ 
within the last two days. His house is nvt 

* The butter of the countries bn the Upper Nile is 
liquid, like that of £gypt.. Tbut^ howev^^^ wfaick the}. 
use to $iuoint themselves is of the colour and consistence 
of European butter. We used the latter in preference, in 
our cookery. 
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fettit of h&Stet inaiteriak tiian thoise of his 
.pfibple, ttnd differs from them only in beitig 
larger, Sbendi stands about half a mile 
ii«m the' easterly bank of the river. lis 
immedmte environs are sandy ; it derives its 
iinrportsncesolely from beingthe rendezvous 
of the carai^ans of Sennaar and the neigh- 
bouring countries going to 'Mecca or Egypt. 
The territory belonging to the chief of 
Shendi is said to be very large,* but by no 
nieans peopled in proportion to its extent 
He cm J however, in conjunction with the 
Malek of Halfya, bring int6 the field thirty 
tteNisand horsemen, motmted on steeds pro- 
bftbly ss beautiful as any found in any 

in the world. 
' 'On #Ae 14^h qf tht moon^ some soldiers, 
nrho went to a village in the neighbotirhood 

of the €amp, to get their rations of durra 

* • - ■ ■ . '. ■ • 

* It includes a great part of the ancient Isle of: Me* 
rol. 



Otorn the tnagattnd itt thk villi^; wKick 
had been formed therobj its; chief, fiirlliB 
^eimce of &e army^ were insiidtedv mal^ 
iti^at^9 iind two of them kiHed ottUi^ 
ifith l&Qties^ and others seveFeiy wotmdedlijr 
tlie inbabHairts. On the neird of ^ttroatt' 
iUge ireoichiitg the catiip, the soldiersc tmuk^ 
stmBi and monflled, to proceed to tins .til* 
lage, with the Ml determination: to ^revenge 
the death of their comra;des iii the sei^erest 

f • « 

manner. In five minutes nei|rJy all the^ 
camp was upon the march far tilsi^ i/iHage^ 
wl:^n the Pasha, sent ; otdo^s to . stop, tfaeoi 
and leare the afiair to him. It uras rboPt 
ever impossible to prevent the gi'eaiterpMi 
of them from proceedipg tdNthe viUagCi 
wl^ch they pillaged and destroyedy 6i»em6«^ 
cing to their fury many c^ its iDha^itsnin. 
Hie: plunder- which ihey brotq^ bndt ^was, 
however seised by the Selictar^aiid !l)y:tiii& 
Fasha^s wders restonsd U^ts ownim ^ _ le 



> ^*Eb» ceoduct of 1^ £^c^itee mob ithi; 

lie caon&saedy rthattha^tif the soldiers i^9f 
iioft; iD^di to be blamed; Diurrar^A.totf^r^ 

tdrsopp^ nature^ was ^ that was r^uir^d 
f Mfflf the peo|4e of llKese oduiiti^, mpnej 
ffds; aiid r thb) in* th^ instance; meatiojiedf 
w^ refused by a people whps^ chief ba^ 
aifvady graatied iti^a people al^olutely 
mfy4-i>iurpc^wer^ and who extort^ 
the; starving soldiery enonnous piices for 
^rery thing they sold us^^-and who fre^ 
(|jtiently<iiefiised^t us anything at all 
itM great ferocity and insolence. 
r^iO^ the:lL>S.th^of tM^^^m^ at two houis 
bef&Feisniiseti the signal was fined and the 
Gd^p of the^FailiaTrose to cotDmence ii» 
»iarcH for Sooinaar.V^We matched tiU mid^ 
n%ht, and reposed^ as us^l^ on the* bank 
of the fi*er*ti}l about the^sam^rhour of! thcj 



140 isiipeDiTioK TO 

afternoon of the l6tk ^ the loaon^ iviieii 
w€ pursued our march for five hoiiny -and 
baited by the riven We stajoed bem til 
the l^thiin the aftemoon^in order to otittufei 
three days rations for the horMi -from: tbt 
Tillages in the dei^bouiiiood) which aM 
Yitimerousand large^ as the country throif^ 
'\fhich our route would He for that-time^ is 
"destitute of inhabitai^ts and Jcultivation^ n. 

It was on the l&h that Malek Shovte, 
the chief of the fugitive Shageias, who Jbad 
^d as the army approached «ip theconnti^, 
came at length to the camp to surrender 
himself to the discretion of the I^ha. 
He addressed the Pasha, as I have bben 
'informed, as ^ follows : ^^, L have &)iig|it 
against you to the utmost of my meaifi and 
powers and am now ready, if you will^ to 
-fight under the otders of mj tonqnemr." 
The courage this man Had shown in battle, 
and his firmness in adversity, had ieogaged 



tte res^iBt of? the Ott^anlb, aiid be is as 
gracious] J reoetved by the Pashas i»ho cre- 
ated hiiu a Bimbashi^ aad received hiniy 
:his6om{>ariions, and followers^ into his ser- 
vice. M^lek SliQUus i^ a large stout jmaa^ 
4>f a pleasing physiognomy though black, 
of about forty, years of age, and was con- 
sidered as the greatest warricwr among the 
pepple of the Upper Nile, who all stoosd ,ia 
ameof him.* 

^ ''^ Malek Shoaiis, on learning that the Maiqk of 
Sb«iidi'bad made his peace vith Ae Pashai; threatened 
to attack him. On this it is said the Maiek of Sfaendi 
ddled otit twenty thousand men to line the easterly bank 
of the Nite, to prevent the approach of SU6uus. 
< Shouus, however, had the whole country of Shetidi on tfa^ 
western side entirely under his control before out arrival, 
k6 and his qavahy devouring their provisions and drink- 
•in^ their bousa at a most unmerciful rate. On our zp* 
proach, he went up opposite Halfya, where the country, 
on the western shofe, is desert. He demanded '6f Ae 
,i|aef of Halfy8>: to ajopply him with provisions: on his 
Refusal, Shouus, in the night, swam the river with his 
cavalry, fell upon .the town of Halfya by surprise, and 
ra|iss^k$d it. from, end to end^ and then r^passtd the 
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« 

The 19M, ^Qik, and nst of the nmm, 
were employed in traversing tbe naked 



. 1 . :v 



river, l^cifore |lie chief of Halfya cpiild collept a force fp 
take his revenge. The cavalry of Shouus, in the course of 
the campaign, have swam over llie INOe^fite^ tifnes^: h^h 
horsa aj^d^man ^e trained to do. this things' inin^bl^I 
believe, by any other cavaliy in the v?orld. Shouus, 
sitice Mb jdiniiigiis," has -'tendered .*very iitaportant'ser- 
yices ^>/the Pasha, as h^ ja; thof ougU; ac^t^i9ti|d if )tifi 
the strength, resources, and riches of all the tribe|i of 
the Nile^ from the second Cataract to'Senoaar aafl 
Ihr{6^r; his horsey' £eet are familiar wifh the «<idiifti|l 
sand of all thiese countries, which, he and his freebooters 
have repeatedly traversed. On our^ march from BerbeV 
|o Sheodi, I ran some lisik of falling inlU^tmhrn^h^ 
^hou^s was ccmtinually prowling about in our neigh-* 
bouAood, from the time of our quitting Berber* Two 
lights before we: i«ached Sbendi, I iito|iped on >*tke 
rpul^^-qt a village, to take some refreshment^ letting th^ 
army go by me* About an hour apd a half after, I 
iiM>tiii|ted lay horse to foHf^ 'W» owfai|^'l6 

the s^jte pf niy eyesi I missed n^wa^^j^fterifir^o^^ 
ing backwards and forwards to fipd the track of the 
troops, about two hours after midnight, I descried HAe. 
xodLets always thrown aloft duffB^ ovff, ii^ht man^s, to. 
direct all stragglers to the place where the Pasha had 
encamped. I put my horse to his speed, and arrivedi 
there a UUle before dawn. 
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cooBitry before^iaentioned, ^ which fe bar- 
WGQy Tocjcy, aEnd without oidt|V4ticm. W^ 
inarched for three days, frofti the iqkldle of 
the afternoon till midnight: It Was hbttill 
tl^ ^coiidliiQttr. after iQidnigfat, how&vqr, 
of the third day, that we arrived at a 

country pa the border, of the, KUe^^^ ^mt 
taining several villagesj where itre remaitted 
till the middle of the afternoon of the 2 1,^/. 
On our arrival at thBse villages, the dark^: 
ness apd severe hupger engaged several of 
the soldiers to take, by force, sheep and 
gp^s from the inhabitants. , The officers of 
the; Pasha vigorously interposed to prevent 
this infraction of the orders of his Excel- 

f r- ,. . / It. 

leiioe, find sev^^raJi of the guilty wer^J 
sever^y punished for taking forbiddien 
meains to gratify the den;mnds of nalure. 

At liie hour of afternoon prayer the 
signal was fired, and th^ camp proceeded 
onwards. We left the villages afore-men- 
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tioaed) and ' passed through a sandy 
tract eovered with bushes and the thorny 
accacia, which embarraffied our march} 
aud^ by occasioning sereral detours^ caused 
the army to lose its -way. After wander^ 
ing about till midnight, the <^fnp at 
length arrived on the bank of the Nile. 

On ike ^%dj at the rising of the nwoni 
the camp proceeded, and halted in the 
forenoon on the beach of the river, oppo* 
site Halfya, a very large village bn the 
easterly bank. We stayed here till the 
twetUy^sixth to obtain durra from this 
territory, whose chief brought, as a pre- 
sent to the Pasha, some fine horses and 
inany camels, and received, in return, 
some valuable presents. Our side of the 
river is desert, and covered with trees 
and bushes. During our * stay opposite 
Halfya, the Nile, on the night of the 23d, 
rose suddenly about two feet, and tnun- 
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dated, some parts of the sandy flats whefe 
we were encam ped ; the : water entering 
the tenfs of several, my own ' among 
others, and .wetting my bed ^ arms, and 

baggage** i; It had risen a little shortly 

# 

: ■ • ' ■ . •.'•■■ • ■ . ■•; . f . - J ' - ; 

I 

* Duriiig the night of the 2£d, I received an order 
from the Pasha to precede the march of the troops, and 
pici^oiit a spbt near Halfya to encamp his army on/ in 
the Eurppean manner. Mr. Caillaudwaa requested to 
accompany me in this duty. Mr. Caillaud candidly told 
m&ttfaat he /was hot- a military niiin/ aid left tlie affair 
en^rely tp me- I ^ose:* fitie^ g^tijm .^n )^^^^^^ 
about two miles above Halfya, in, the rear of which was 
plenty of gtass for the h Arses and fcameh.' 'The 'Pallia; 
hovfev^r, di4 npt cjjiuse.to c^poe^sp fati 4>ut p^tphedhis 
camp on the low sand flats before Halfya^ near which 
there was no grass ' for ' the camels,' who, doring the nve 
dajte „ fpllowing, perished in great aumbers.^ : IJe hid* 
undoubtedly his reasons for this, among which. not the 
leaist important was, to be hear enough to* Halfya to 
hav« ihe town .withiB reach.of. his> f:iB{ii}on>; 8?/the Matek? 
of Halfya had not as yet submitted. The Pasha, how- 
ever, had like to have had serious cause to repent of 
havti^ taken this position, when the river rose,- 'and 
tlireatened to inundate his camp. Luckily it did not 
rea^h the ammunition, otherwise we should probably 
have.l^eenJeft v^ithout the means of defending ourselves. 

L 



146 . SXPEDITION TO ' 

after the equinox, while the army was in 
Berber, and afterwards subsided more 
than it had risen. We find the sky every 
day. more and more overcast; distant thun- 
der and lightning, accompanied with vio- 
lent squalls, (which have overset my tent 
twice,) are, within a few days, frequent, 
and drops of rain have fallen in our camp. 
On the 26th^ at one hour after noon, we 
proceeded to the Bahar el A bind, about 
five hours march above our present posi- 
tion, where the Pasha intends to cross into 
the territory of Sennaar. The camp ar- 
rived at sunset at a position a little above 
where the Nile falls into the Bahar el 
Abiud, and stopped. Immediately on 
my arrival, d drank of this river, being. 



This overflowing of the Nile was occasioned by the rise 
of the Bahar el Abiud, which, this year at least, com- 
menced its annual augmentation nearly a month sooner 
than the Nile. 
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probably, the first man of Frauk origin 
that ever tasted its waters. 

The Nile is not half as broad as the 
Bahap el Abiud, which is, from bank to 
bank, one mile higher thdii .where the 
Nile joins it, about a mile and a quarter 
in breadth. It comes, as far as we can 
see. it, from the west-south-west. The 
Nile of Bruce must, therefore, after the 
expedition of Ismael Pasha, be considered 
as a branch of a great and unexplored 
river, which may possibly be found to be 
connected with the Niger. 

On the 27 thy eariy in the morning; the 
Pasha com men:ced transporting th6 army 
over the Bahar el Abiiid, by means of 
nine small boats, which had been able to 
pass the third Cataract, and follow the 
army. ^Fhe country on our side of the 
Bahar el Abiud, is uncultivated, and ap-' 
parently without inhabitants. The army 

L 2 
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IS eficamped bj the side of the river, on a 
beautiful plain of good soil^ extending a 
considerable distance back towards the 
desert. During the inundation, this plain 
becomes evidently an island, as there is a 
channel worn by water, in the rear of it, 
at this season dry. The tracks of the 
hippopotamus are found throughout this 
plain. 

By the 29^A, in the afternoon, i. e. in 
two days and a half, the Pasha had finished 
transporting into Sennaar the whole of 
his camp, consisting of about six thousand 
persons, with the artillery, ammunition, 
tents, baggage, horses, camels, and asses, 
by the aid of nine boats, none of them 
large, an expedition, I believe, unparal- 
leled in the annals of Turkish warfare.* 



* The troops of Shouus and the Abbadles swam their 
horses and dromedaries over the river. Cogia Achmet, 
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During our stay on the other side of 
the Bahar el Abiud, it was reported in the 
camp that some of the Mogrebin soldiers, 
gone out to shoot gazelles, had killed in 
the desert which lies oflf from the river, 
an animal, resembling a bull, except that 
its feet were like those of a camel. I did 
not see this animal, but the story was 
affirmed to me by several. 
• The army, on its crossing the Bahar el 
Abiud, encamped on the point of land 
just below which the Bahar el Abiud and 

one of the chiefs of the amiy, in endeavouring to imitate 
the cavalry of Shageia^ lost seventy horses and some 
soldiers. . The rest of the horses and camels of the army 
were taken over by arranging them by the sides of the 
boats, with their haltisrs held in hand by the people in 
the boats. > Another large portion of our horses and 
camels was taken over by the Shageias and the Abba- 
dies, who fastened at the breast of each horse, and over 
the neck of each camel of ours, so carried over, an 
empty water-skin blown up with air^ which prevented 
the animal from sinking^ while their guides swam by 
their sides, and so conducted them over. 
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the Nile join eafch other. The wiater of 
the Bahar el Abiud is troubled and whit- 
ish, and has a peculiar sweetish taste. 
The soldiers said that " the water of 
the Bahar el Abiud would not quench 
thirst." This notion probably arose from 
the circumstance that they were never 
tired of drinking it, it is so light and 
sweet. The water of the Nile is at pre- 
sent perfectly pure and transparent, but 
by no means so agreeable to the palate as 
that of the Bahar el Abiud^ as I experi-^ 
mented myself, drinking first of the Bahar 
el Abiud, and then walking about two 
hundred yards across the point, and 
drinking of the Nile, the water of which 
appeared to me hard and tasteless in com- 
parison. 

Nothing of the kind could be easier than 
to ascend the Bahar el Abiud from the 
place where we are. A canja, well manned 
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and armed 9 and accompanied by another 
boat containing provisions for four or six 
months, and both furnished with grapnells 
to enable them at night to anchor in the 
river, might, in my opinion, ascend and 
return securely : as the tribes on its bor- 
ders have great dread of fire-arms, and 
will hardly dare to meddle with those 
who cp^rry them. 

We stayed on the Sennaar side of the 
Bahar el Abiud till the 1st of Ramadan^ 
when the army commenced its march for 
Sennaar, the capital, proceeding by the 
bank of the Nile.* 

* The same day that the camp marched from the 
Bahar el Abiud^ Mr. Caillaud and Mr. Frediani em* 
barked in the boats to go to Sennaar, by the river, in 
order to have an opportunity of visiting the ruins of 
" Soba/' which lie on the east side of the Nile, not far 
above from its junction with the Bahar el Abiud. When 
these gentlemen rejoined us at Sennaar^ they informed 
me that almost the very ruins of this city have perished ; ^ 
they founds however^ there some fragments of a temple^ 
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The army reached Sennaar in thirtecB 
days. The signal for striking the tents 
and loading the caniels was generally 
fired about two hours after middight. Obc 
hour was allowed for loading the baggage, 
when a second cannon was fired, and the 

roarcb of the army commenced, and .was 

• '• '• ^ .» f.i. 

and of some granite, statues of lions : the city itself, 
they said, had been built of brick. This city of " Soba/* 
probably takes its name from " Saba/' the son of Cusfa, 
who first colonized this country, which is called, ia the 
Hebrew Bible, '* the land of Cush and Saba/'-^See 
Gen. X. 7. See • the references in a Concordance to 
^he> Hebrew Bible, under the heads of/' Cush,'' and 
"Saba." 

If there were any pyramids near Saba, I should be^ 
lieve it to be the ancient Mero6, because Josephus re- 
presents that tiie ancient name of Mero6 was/' Saba." 
•'' Nam Saba urbs eadem fuisse perhibetur quae a.Cam- 
byse Meroe in uxoris honorem dicta est:" quoted from 

■ 

Eichom's ed. of Sim. Heb. Lex. artic. }QD^ 

It was impossible for me to ask of the Paaba liberty 
to acconipany the gentlemen abovementioned, as a battle 
was expected i|i a few days between us and the king .of 
Sennaar, from which I would not have been absent ofi 
aiiy consideration. 
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continued each day till about two or 
three hours before noon; when the camp 
reposed till about two hours after midnight 
of the same day. The army suffered severe- 
ly during this march; nothing was given 
to the troops for subsistence butdurra, un- 
ground, which the soldiers were frequently 
in great distress to obtain the means of 
making into meal, in order to bake a little 
miserable bread, which was all they hdd to 
eat.* For myself, I was reduced to great 
extremity. The camel, carrying my pro- 
visions and culinary utensils, and several 
other articles, was lost by the carelessness 
of a domestic. I was consequently left 

' * The people of Dongola^ Shageia, Berber, Shendi, 
and Sennaar, do not use mifls to make meaL They 
reduce grain to meal by rubbing it a handful at a time 
between two stones — one fixed in the ground^ and one 
held by the hands. By long and tedious friction, the 
grain is reduced to powder. This labour is performed 
by the' women, as is almost all the drudgery of the 
people of the Upper Nile. 



154 EXPEDITION TO 

without any thing to eat, or the means 
of preparing what I might obtain. I threw 
myself under the hospitable shade of the 
tent of Mr. Caillaud, (then only occupied 
by Mr. Constant, his companion,) the get)- 
tleman I have mentioned in the Pceface 
with so much well merited esteem, where 
I stayed till my arrival at Sennaar. 

The country we traversed is that part 
of the kingdom of Sennaar which lies 
between the Nile and the Bahar el Abiud. 
It is an immense and fertile plain, occu- 
pied by numerous villages, some of them 
very large ; that of " Wahat Medinet," 
for instance, containing, probably, four or 
five thousand inhabitants. What country 
we saw was, at this season, perfectly naked 
of grass, consisting generally of immense 

» 

fields which, in the season past, had been 
planted with durra. Accacia trees, and 
bushes in the country far back from the 
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river, (which is sandy,) were slbuhdant^ 
but no herbage was visible ; I did ftot see 
throughout our route a single water- 
wheel ;* and I believe that the country is 
only cultivated when the inundation has 
retired. 

The houses of the villages are built in the 
following manner. A circle of stakes is 
planted in the ground, a conical frame of 
poles attached to these stakes below, and 
meeting and fastened at the top of the 
cone, forms the roof. This roof^ and the 
sides of the house, are then covered with 
thatched straw, which suffices to exclude 
the rains. 

Some of the houses, however, belonging 
to the chiefs are of a stronger fabric, be- 

* On my return from Sennaar, I descended by the 
river as far as Berber. On the way I did see some few 
water-wheels, which, however, were employed merely to 
water the patches of ground devoted to raising vege- 
tables. 
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ing composed of thick walls made of bricks 
dried in the sun, and having terraced 
roofs.. In the thatched cottages I have 
mentioned, the air and light come in by 
the door-way and four sqaall holes pierced 
in the walls of the house. This scanty 
ventilation rienders these qqtt^ges very .hot 
and close; the difference between the 
temperature of an. inhabited hou9e and 
that of the; air outside being, in my judg- 
ment, almpst as great as that of the un- 
dressing room of a bath at Cairo, and that 
of; the passage just outside of the bath 
itself. This circumstance alone is almost 
sufficient to account for the great mor- 
tality in Sennaar, during the rainy season, 
when whole, fanoilies are shut up in the§e 

close cottages; and every one who goes 

* . • ■ ■ " 

abroad must, necessarily go with bis pores 
in .a condition expressly adapted to make 
him catch a cold or a fever. 
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Six days before the array reached 
Sennaar, the Pasha was met by an am- 
bassador from the Sultan; he had an 
audieiice of his Excellence, and returned 
the next day to Sennaar. He was a 
handsome young man, accompanied by a 
numerous suite mounted on dromedaries. 
The army pursued its route, steadily 
marching in order of battle, the infantry 
in the centre, the cavalry on the wings; 
the artillery in advance of the centre and 
the baggage in the rear, with Shouus* 
cavalry and the dromedary corps of 
Abbadies scouring our front and flanks to 
a great distance. Two days after it was 
reported in the camp that the Sultan of 
Sennaar was on his way to meet us with'a 
strong force, preceded by numerous ele- 
phants and great herds of cattle, collected 
in order to receive and exhaust the fire of 
our troops. The Pasha proceeded how- 
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ever steadily on with the army in ordet of 
battle^ and equally prepared for peace or 
war. Two days before the arrival of the 
army in Sennaar, as I was riding near the 
Topgi Bashi, who was in front of the army 
with the artillery, I saw a great number of 
armed men approaching, mounted on 
horses and dromedaries. Presently the 
Malek'of Shendi (who had accompanied 
the Pasha)* rode up to the Pasha and in- 

* The Pasha had invited the Malek of Shendi and the 
Malek of Halfya to accompany him to Sennaar. The 
I^alek of Halfya excused himself on account of his age 
and infirmities^ but sent his eldest son along with the 
Pasha. By this stroke of policy the Pasha made the 
ti-amguillity of the powerful provinces of Shendi and 
Halfya certain; and the advance of his army without 
risk from an insurrection in his rear; as the people of 
those provinces would hardly dare tamake any hostile 
movement while the chief of one province and the heir 
of the Malek of the other were in our camp. Nymmer, 
theMalek of Shendi, is agraveand vener'able man of about 
65 years of age, very dignified in his deportment^ and 
highly respectable for his morals. The Malek of 
Halfya I have not seen. 



\ 
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formed him that the strangers approaching 
were the principal officers of the Sultan of 
Sennaar, and their suite^ who had come to 
demand terms of peace* 

I saw these personages when they ar- 
rived. They were two, one a tall thin 
elderly man of a mulatto complexion, 
pressed in green and yellow silks of costly 
fabric, with a cap of a singular form, 
something resembling a crown, made of 
the same materials, upon his head. The 
other was the same young man who had 
come a few days past to the Pasha. He 
was dressed torday in silks like the other, 
except that his head was bare of ornament. 
They were accompanied by a fine lad 
about sixteen, who was, it is said, the son 
of the predecessor of the present Sultan. 
All three were mounted on tall and beau- 
tiful horses, and accompanied by about 
two hundred soldiers of the Sultan, 
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mounted on dromedtiries, &nd armed with 
broads wordS) lances and shields* 

When the Pasha was informed of their 
approach by the Malek of Shendi, he or- 
dered a halt. The tent of the Pasha was 
pitched, and the ambassadors were intro- 
duced. They were treated with great atten- 
tion and liberality by the Pasha, who, during 
the day and the course of the evenihg 
following, gave them opportunities enough 
to be convinced of the immense supe- 
riority of our arms to theirs. During the 
evening, some star rockets and bombs 
were thrown for their amusement and edifi- 
cation. No language can do justice to 
their astonishment at the spectacle, which' 
undoubtedly produced the effect intended: 
by the Pasha — humility and a sense of 
inferiority. The next morning at an early 
hour the army pursued its march, accom- 
panied by the ambassadors from Sennaar. 
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About the hour of noon, the outscouts 
announced to the Pasha that the Sultan 
of Sennaar himself was approaching to 
salute his Excellence. On his approach^ 
the army received him with the honours 
due to his rank. He was conducted to 
the tent of the Pasha, by the ambassadors 
he had sent, where he remained in audi- 
ence with his Excellence a long time. 
When the audience was finished, he and 
the personages he had before sent to the 
Pasha were splendidly habited in the 
Turkish fashion, and presented with horses, 
furnished with saddles and bridles embroi- 
dered with gold.* 

* The present SulUn of Sennaar is a young man of 
about 26 years of age; he is black, his mother having 
been a Negress. He was taken out of prison, where he 
had been confined for eighteen years by his predecessor, 
who was massacred by the party who placed him upon, 
the throne. This revolution had taken place not very 
long before our march to Sennaar. His name is B&dy. 

M 
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It was on the morning following that 
the army reached the capital. We marched 
in order of battle. The Pasha, accompa- 
nied by the Sultan of Sennaar and his 
chief servants, in front. On approaching 
the city, the army saluted this long wished 
for town, where they imagined that their 
toils and privations would cease, at least 
for a time, with repeated and continued 
vollies of cannon and musquetry, accom- 
panied with shouts of exultation. But 
these shouts subsided on a nearer ap* 
proach, on . finding this once powerful 
city of Sennaar to be almost nothings but 
heaps of ruins, containing in some of its 
quarters some few hundreds of habitable 
but almost deserted houses. After the 
camp was pitched, and I had refreshed 
myself with a little food, I took a walk 
about the town. At almost every step I 
trod upon fragments of burnt bricks. 



/ 
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among which are frequently to he found 
fragments of porcelain, and sometime 
marble. The naost conspicuous buildings 
ih Sennaar are a mosque, and a large 
brick palace adjoining it. The mosque, 
which is of brick, is in good preservation ; 
its windows are covered with well wrought 
bronze gratings, and the doors are hand- 
somely and curiously carved. Thef in- 
terior was desecrated by uncouth figures of 
animals, pourtrayed upon the walls with 
charcoal. This profanation had been per- 
petrated by the Pagan mountaineers who 
inhabit the mountains thirteeii days mdrch 
south of Sennaar, and who, at some period, 
not very long, past, had taken the town, 
^rid had left upon the walls of the mosque 
these tokens of possession. 

The palace is large, but in ruins, except 
the centre building, which is six stories 

M 2 
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high^ having five rows of windows.* By 
mounting upon its roof you have the best 
possible view of the city, the river, and 
the environs, that the place can afford. I 
judged that Sennaar was about three miles 
in circumference. The greater part of 
this space is now covered with the ruins of 
houses, built of bricks either burnt or 
dried in the sun. I do not believe that 
there are more than four hundred houses 
standing in Sennaar, and of these one- 
third or more are round cottages, like 
those of the villages. Of those built of 
bricks, the largest is the house of the 
Sultan. It is a large enclosure, containing 
ranges of low but well built habitations 
of sun-dried bricks, with terraced roofs, 

^ The natives told me that this palace had been built 
eighteen years ago^ by the late good Sultan that they had 
had» who had planted before it rows of trees> which had 
been destroyed when the palace was ruined, as I under-^ 
stood them, in the wars between the different com- 
petitors for the throfie during the last eighteen years. 
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and the interior stuccoed with fine clay^ 
What struck me the most, was the .work- 
manship of the doors of the old houses of 
Sennaar, which are composed of planed 
and jointed planks, adorned frequently 
with carved work, and strengthened and 
studded with very broad headed nails ; 
the whole inimitable by the present popu- 
lation of Sennaar. These houses are very 
rarely of more than one story in height, 
the roofs terraced with fine and well 
beaten clay spread over mats laid upoii 
rafters, which form the roof. 

The city of Sennaar is of an oblong form, 
its longest side opposite the river. It 
stands not at any distance from the river, 
but directly upon its west bank, which 
consists hereabouts of hard clay. 

The river is now rising,* but exhibits 

* The river Nile lost its transparency fpurdays before 
the army reaphed Sennaar. The day that presents the 
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itself at present to the view as narrow and 
winding, as far as the eye can reach, be- 
tween sand flats, which will shortly be 
covered by its augmenting waters* The 
bed of the Nile opposite Sennaar may be 
reckoned at about half a mile broad. 

The environs of Sennaar are wide plains^ 
containing large and populous villages, 
A long ragged mountain, the only one 
visible, stands about . fifteen miles to the 
west of the town. Below the town is a 
small but. pretty island, whose inhabitants 
thrive by raising v^etables for the market 
of Sennaar; and the opposite bank of the 
river presents several verdant patches of 
ground devoted to the same object.* Be- 

river troubled, marks the commencement of its augmen- 
tation> The day before we observed this change in the 
Nile, its waters vfere very clear and transparent. The 
day after, they were brown with mud. 

* Sennaar has three market-places. On our arrival we 
found them deserted, but on assurances from the Pasha 
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jond these spots, the country on the other 

■ . • < 

bank appeared to be mostly covered with 

that all sellers should receive a fiair price for their commo- 
dilies^ the principal one in a few days began to be filled. 
The articles I saw there during my stay in Sennaar, 
were as follows: Meat of camels^ kine, sheep, and 
goats; a few cat-fish from the river, plenty of a vegetable 
Called meholakea; some limes, a few melons, cucumbers, 
dried barmea, a vegetable common in Egypt; beans, 
durra^ duchan, tobacco of the country, plenty of gum 
arabic, with which, by the way, Sennaar abounds, (the 
natives use it in their cookery;) drugs and spices 
brought from Gidda, among which I observed ginger, 
pepper, and cloves; and great quantities of dried odo- 
riferous herbs found in Sennaar, with which the natives 
season their dishes; to which must be added, a plenty 
of the long cotton cloths used for dress in Sennaar. 
Such were the articles offered for sale by the people of 
the country. In addition to which, the suttlers of our 
army offered for sale, tobacco, coffee, rice, sugar, shirts, 
drawers, shoes, gun flints, &c. &c. all at a price three or 
four times greater than they could be bought for ftt 
Cairo. In some parts of the market-place the Turks 
established coffee-houses, and the Greeks who accom- 
panied the army, cook-shops. These placed became the 
resort of every body who wanted to buy something to 
^at, or to hear the news of the day. There might be 
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trees and bushes, among which I saw 
four elephants feeding. 

seen soldiers in their shirts and drawers, hawking about 
their breeches for sale in order to be able to buy a joint 
of meat to relish their rations of durra withal^ and 
cursing bitterly their luck in that they had not received 
any pay for eight months ; while the solemn Turk of 
rank perambulated the area, involved, like, pious Eneas at 
Carthage, in a veil of clouds exhaling from a long amber 
Resided pipe. All around you you might hear much 
hard swearing in favour of the most palpable lies; the 
seller in favour of his goods, and the buyer in favour of 
his Egyptian piasters. In one place a crowd collects 
around somebody or other lying on the ground without 
his hes^d on, on account of some misdemeanour; a little 
farther on, thirty or forty soldiery are engaged in drivii^g, 
with repeated strokes of heavy mallets, sharp pointed 
pieces of timber, six or eight inches square, up th^ posr 
tenors of some luckless insurgents who h^d had the 
audacity to endeavour to defend their country and their 
liberty ; the women of the country meantime standing 
at a distance, and«exclaimin^, ** that it was scandalous to 
make men die in so indecent a manner, and protesting 
that such a death was only fit for a Christian" (a character 
they hold in great abhorrence, probably from never 
having seen one). Such was the singular scene presented 
to the view by the market-place of Sennaar.. 
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. I could not find any remains of anj 
very ancient bijildiqg in Sennaar during 
my stay, and I believe that none lexists 
there. Such is the present appearance of 
a town which has evidently been once 
rich, comfortable and flourishing, but 
which, for eighteen years past, as I have 
been informed, has been the lacerated 
prey of War and Copfusion. 

On the d^y after our arrival the condi- 
tions of the accord between the Pasha 
and the Sultan of Sennaar were arranged 
^nd sealed; by which the latter recog- 
nized himself as subject and feudatory of 
the Grand Seignor, and surrendered his. 
dominions to the supremacy and sway of 
the Vizier of the Padischah, Mehemmed 
A.li Pasha. The next day the Tchocadar 
Aga of his Highness the Viceroy of Egypt, 
who had arrived in our camp two months^ 
past, embarked in the canja of the Pasha 
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Ismael to carry the documents of this im- 
portant transaction to Cairo. 

For several daj^s after our arrival at 
Sennaar, our camp was incommoded by 
furious squalls of wind, accompanied with 
thunder, lightning, and torrents of rain. 

• • 

The Pasha therefore determined to caserne 
the troops in the houses of the town, and 
to stay there during the rainy season. Iii 
ten ^ays after our arrival, the army was 
distributed throughout the town and in 
the villages on the opposite bank of the 
river. The Pasha himself took up his 
quarters in a large house of the Sultan of 
Sennaar, which had been prepared for his 
accommodation. 

A few days after our arrival, a slave in- 
formed the Pasha that the Sultan of 
Sennaar, before our arrival, had thrown 
into the river some cannon. The Pasha 
ordered search to be made ; four iron guns. 



r 
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were discovered by divers,' and i^vere 
dragged on shore. They appeared to me 
to be ordinary ship guns; no mark or in- 
scription was found on them to enable me 
to judge where they were fabricated. I 
believe them however to have been origi- 
nally obtained of the Portugueze by the 
Abyssinians, from whom . the people said 
the Sultan of Sennaar had taken them in 
some ancient war between the two king- 
doms. 

On the 19'^ of Ramadan^ a party of 
Bedouins were ordered by the Pasha to 
go in pursuit of some hundred black slaves 
of the Sultan of Sennaar, who some time 
before our arrival had run away, taking 
with them some of his best horses. On 
the 23d they returned, bringing with them 
between five and six hundred negroes of 
both sexes. But on Malek Shouus going 
to the Pasha and representing to him that 
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these people were not the fugitives in 
question, the Pasha ordered them to be im- 
mediately released and to return to their 
respective villages. 

About the same time the Pasha detach- 
ed Cogia Achmet with thirteen hundred 
cavalry and three pieces of artillery to the 
upper country of Sennaar between the Ba- 
har el Abiud and the Nile to secure its 
submission.^ And on the 26th of the 



* The occasion of this expedition was as follows. — 
On our arrival at Sennaar^ and after the accord made 
between the Pasha and the Sultan of Sennaar^ by which 
the latter surrendered his kingdom to the disposal of the 
Vizier of the Grand Seignor, the Pasha sent circulars 
throughout all the districts of the kingdom notifying the 
chiefs of this act^ and summoning them to come in to 
him and render their homage. The Chief of the Moun- 
taineers^ inhabiting the mountains south and south-west 
of Sennaar (the capital), not only refused to acknowr 
ledge the Pasha, but even to receive his letter. On 
this, the Pasha sent Cogia Achmet, one of the roughest 
of his chiefs, with thirteen hundred cavalry, escorting 
three brazen-faced lawyers, out of the ten the Pasha had 
brought with him in order to talk with the people of the 
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moon the Divan Effehdi was sent with 
three hundred men across the -Nile, to se- 
cure that part of the kingdom of Senriaar 
which lies on the east side of the Nile.* 

Seven days after our arrival in Sennaar 
I put in execution a resolution the state 
of my health obliged me to determine on, 
and demanded of the Pasha permission to 
return to Cairo. I represented to him, 
that all the critical operations of the cam- 
paign were now happily concluded, and 
crowned with the fullest success; and that, 
therefore, he could have no particular need 
of me any longer. I stated to him that 
repeated sickness during the campaign had 

upper country^ to bring this man and his followers to 
reason. 

* Several of the chiefs of Eastern Sennaar had re- 
fused to recognize the act of the Sultan^ calling him " a 
coward^' and " a traitor," for surrendering their country 
to a stranger. Some of them took up arms, which oc- 
casioned the expedition commanded by the Divan Ef- 
fendi. 
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rendered my health very infirm, and that 
a residence of four months at Senntor, 
during the rainy season, would probably 
destroy me ; and as my presence for that 
time at least could be no ways necessary, I 
requested him to grant the permission de- 
manded, telling him that if, after the rainy 
season was finished, he should think pro- 
per to recal me to camp that I would obey 
the summons. The Pasha hesitated, and 
for several days declined granting ray 
request; but on its being represented to 
him that the reasons I had stated were 
really just and sufficient causes for my re^ 
turn, his Excellence finally told me, that 
on the return of -Cogia Achraet he should 
dispatch a courier to Cairo, and that I 
should accompany him. 

On the third day of the Feast of Bairam 
I saw the Sultan of Sennaar parade the 
town in great ceremony. He was mounted 
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(Ml* a superb horse, and clothed in green 
and yellow silks, but his head was bare of 
every thing but its natural wool. Over 
his head an pflScer carried a large umbrella 
of green and yellow silks in alternate 
stripes. He was accompanied by the offi- 
cers of his palace, and his guard, beauti- 
fully mounted, and followed by the native 
population of Sennaar, both men and wo- 
men, who uttered shrill cries, which were 
now and then interrupted bv the sound of 
a most lugubrious trumpet which pre- 
ceded the Sultan, and which was blown 
by a musician who, judging from the tones 
he produced, seemed to be afflicted with 
a bad cough. 

On the Tth of the moon Shawal, the 
Divan EfFendi returned to Sennaar, hav- 
ing crushed all attempts to oppose the 
establishment of the Pasha's authority in 
the eastern part of the kingdom of Sen- 
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naar, and bringing with him three of the 
chiefs of the refractory, and three hundred 
and fifty prisoners, as slaves. The events 
of this expedition were related to me as 
follows: " We marched without resistance 
for eight days, in the direction of the rising 
siin, through a country fine, fertile, and I 

crowded with villages, till we came to j 

some larger villages near a mountain called 
* Catta,' where we found four or five hun- 
dred men posted in front of them to resist 
our march They were armed with lances, 
and presented themselves to the combat 
with great resolution^ But on experienc- 
ing the effects of our fire-arms, they took 
to flight toward the mountain j two hun- 
dred of them were hemmed in, and cut 
to pieces, and three of their chiefs were , 
taken prisoners, as well as all the inhabi- 
tants we could find in their villages ; after ; 
which we returned/' 
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"I 

On my demanding if water was plenti- 
ful at a distance froili the river, my in- 
formant replied; that "there were wells in 
abundance' in all the numerous villages, 
with which the country abounds; and also 
numerous rivulets and streams, which at 
this season descend from the mountains. 
Tlie troops, he said, had forded two small 
rivers (probably the Ratt and the Dandar); 
he added, that the country abounded in 
beautiful birds and! insects, one of the lat- 
ter he brought with him; it was a small 
scarabeus, covered with a fine close crim- 
son down, exactly resembling scarlet vel- 
vet* The people of the country he de- 
scribed as very harmless, and exceed- 
ingly anxious to know what had brought 
us to Sennaar to trouble them/' 

Two of these Chiefs taken prisoners the 
Pasha ordered to be impaled in the mar- 
ket-place of Sennaar, They suffered this 

N 
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horrid death with great firmness. One of 
them said nothing but ^ there is no God 
but God, and Mohammed is his Apostle,^ 
which he frequently repeated before im- 
palement; while the other, named Abdal- 
lah, insulted, defied, and cursed his exe*- 
cntioners, calling them " robbers and mur- 
derersy'^ till too weak to speak, when Le 
expressed his feelings by spitting atj^hem** 
The third Chief was detained prisoner, in 
order to be sent to Cainx 



* I nuMt confess ttat I was much alvH^kcd . and dis^ 
giisted by tins act on. the part of the Pasha, especiaOy 
as he had shown so many traits of humam^ in the lower 
CQV^tiry^ which WHS undoubtedly one of the principal 
causes of its prompt submission. This execution was 
excused ui the camp, by saying, that it would strike f^ch 
terror as would repaess- all attempts at inmirreedop^ and 
would consequently prevent the efiiision of muck blood. 
It may have been consistent with the pritid|i)ea of .|J^f i- 
tary policy, but I feel -an insurmountable reluctance to 
believe It. * > 



■4^ 
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. During my fitaj ih Sennaar, I endea- 
voured to get information of the people of 
the. country,, and of the few caravan mer- 
chants found in the market-place of Sen- 
naar, relative to the Bahar el Abiud and 
the Nile, The information I received was 
as follows: " The source of the Adit (so 
the people of Sennaar call the river that 
;'uns by their city) is in the Gibel el Gu- 
mara, (?. e. that great range of mountains 
called the Mountains of the Moon,) about 

* ' - . . 

sixty days march of a caipel from Sennaar, 
in a direction nearly south. It receives, 
at.vaiious distances abovp Sennaar, several 

smaller rivers ^hich cojpe from Abyssinia 

' • • . . ' • ' . • . . .^ 

and from the mountains south of Sennaar. 

The general course of the Bahar el Abiud 

■ •■ 

(they said) was nearly parallel with that of 
the Adit, but its source was much farther 
off, among the Gibel el Gumara, than that 
of the Aditw Tbe Bahar el Abiud, they 

n2 
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-said, appears very large at tbe place where 
the Pasha^s army crossed it, because it is 
•augmented from the junction of three 
other rivers, one from the south-west, and 
two others from the east, running from the 
iDountains south of Sennaar/'* On my 
asking them, ^ whether the Batharel Abiud 
was open and free of shellals or rapids?*' 
they 'said, " that at a place called S'ulluk, 
about fifteen days march above its junction 
with the Adit, (i- c. above the place Vhere 
.we crossed the Bahar el Abiud,) there was 
a sheUalj which they believed that boats 
could not pass.-f- On my asking whether, 

* They told me the names of these rivers, ^hich I put 
down upon a sheet of paper devoted to preserving tbe 
names of- some of the principal Maleks of the country. 
}n 'my jojumey badi this paper has disappeared from 
among my notes and papers, which has been a subject of 
great vexation to me. 

t The people of Sensaar dso bdieved that our b^ats 
could npt'pass the third cataract; and, therefor^^ tli^r 
opinion with regard to the shellal at Solluk is not to' be 
relied on. 



nONGOLA AJNJ) SEIiNAAR. 181 

by following the banks of the Bahar d 
Abiud and the river that empties into it 
from the west, it was not possible to reach 
a city called Tombnt jor Torabnctoo ?'' 
Thpy said.».that ^* they knew, nothing of 
the city; I. mentioned, having never been 
farther :west than Kordofan : and Bar- 
four/' 

. This was all I could learji: but I> am 
disposed to believe, that the main stream 
of: the Bahar ej .Abiud cannot ha^e its 
source in the. same latitude with that of 
tbe;.Adit>. because it commenced, its rise» 
atJeast this year, about twenty days sooner 
than did the Adit, and the different co-? 
lour of its waters proves that it flows 
through; a tract differing in quality of soil 
from thfit through wJiiich passes the . Aditi 
The interesting : question^ *^ whether the 
i^^jgc^r . cooicnunieates with the Bahar el 
Abind .^Vwill, however, very, probably be 
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determined before ' the clo^e of another 
year, as the P^sha will probably send an 
expedition up that river. 

Secondl j9 I am further dispdsed to be- 
lieve that the main stream of the Adit, or 
Nile of Bruce, does /not take its rise iti 
Abyssinia, but in the mountain* assigned 
as the place of its origin by the people of 
Sennaar. For on viewing the mass of wa- 
ter that runs by Sennaar even now, when 
the river has not attained two-thirds of the 
usual magnitude it acquires during t^ 
iitiny reason, I can by no means believe 
that the main source of such a river is only 
al)ottt three hundred miles distant from 
Sennaar. 

The tract of country included between 
the Adit and the Baharel Abiud i» called 
£1 Gezira, i.e. the island: because, in the 
season of the rains, many rivers running 
frdm the mountaias in the south inl&'fbe 
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j^h9.r;el ^biud and the Adi^ occasion Uii3 
^aatto be.include4 by Jtivexs. , 

I am dbposed to belie¥ej^ that the. re-^ 
pijesQn^tiomif ttia4e of the clim^ite of this 
pountry are much exaggerated^ fts, except 
^u^v:^ the rainy season, and iramediately 
^|er it, the country is a high and dry 
pl^,* by pa means exccssivelx hot, be- 

cause the level of the poultries on thct 

, ' ' «... 

Nile toeing constantly ascending from 
Egypt, occasipnsr Sennaar to be many hun-» 
dred feet higher than the level of Egypt, 
)vhich is proved by the rsipid descent of 
th^ waf ters of the Nile toward the latter 

* The rainy season in Sennaair^ kt least the com- 
mencement of i^ such as I found it, may be .thus de» 
scribed ; Furiou^ squalls of wind in the course of one 
or two hours, coming from all points of the compass, 
bringing and heaping together black clouds charged wkh 
electric matter; for twelve or fifteen hours an almost 
continual roar of thunder, and, at intervals, torrents of 
ts&Xy after ^hioh, the sky would be clear for two, threes 
or four days at a dme. 
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coufttrj. Hie east and sotith wiods also 
are, io Seonaar, cool breeses; because Asy 
Coine either from the moantaios of Abysk 
sinia, ^ or the huge and high ranges' which 
compose the Gibel el Gumara. - 1 was in 
Sennaarat Midsummer, and at no time 
found the ^ heat very uncomfortable, pro^ 
vided I was m the open air, and under a 
shade* In the cottages and houses, in* 
deed, on account of their want of ven'tikir 
tiori, the heat was excessive. 
I made during my stay in Senhaar ire- 

quent inquiries about the fly mentioned 

- . • . • 

by Bruce; the people of Sennaar said they 
knew nothing of it;* but, in reply to my 
inquiries, referred to a worm, which they 
jsay comes out of the earth during the 

rainy seaspn, and whose bite is dangerous. 

. - , 

'* It is nevertheless possible that this fly may be found , 
in that part of the kingdom of Sennaaf which lies on 
the Other side of the Adit. 



The reptile species in Sennaar are burner^ 
OU8. The hoiises are full of lizards; 
whieh^ if you lie on the floor, you may feel 
etttwling or Tusnsng over you all night; 
I saw at Sennaar a. serpent of a species, I 
believe, never before mentioned. It was 
a snake of about two feet long, and not 
thicker than my thumb, striped on the 
back, with a copper coloured belly, and a 
flat bead. This serpent had four, legs, 
which did not appear to be of any use to 
him, as they were short and hanging from 
the sides of his belly. All his 'motions^ 
which were quick and rapid, were made in 
tl)^ i^ual manner of serpents, i. e. upon 
it» bellyvt 

* It was in the house where I quarteredj at Sennaar^ 
that I saw this^ shigular animal. I jogged Khalil Aga^ 
my countryman and <:ompanion, to look at it. He burst 
out into an exclamation, ** by God, that snake has got 
legs." He jumped up and seized a stick in order to kill 
and keep it as a curiosity, but it dodged his blow; and 
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I do not feel authcNizBd to give an 
ppioion a« \o the natiooal chaxacter of 
the people wbabitiog the; kiog^Q^: of 
Sennaari bat I am ohli^ged to conaider tk^ 
inhabitaota of the capital as a very de^ 
testable people. They are exceedin^y 
avaricioasy extortiooatei fdtfaiess, filthy 
and cruel^* The meii are generally tall 



Aurted away -among the baggage, which was overbairfed 
without finding ity a« it had undoubtedly escaped into 
some hole in the clay wall of the house. Mr. Constant, 
ihe genileman who accompanies Mr. CatOaud, W80 pre- 
sent at the tin^, so that I, am convinced that what I saw 
was not an ocular delusion. I have been informed, since 
iny return to Egypt, Aat the figure W<^» anhnd is to 
be se^n scvlj^rfid uppp the ancie«it moiw^pi^pts of 
Egypt 

* The people of Sennaar catch, cook and eat, widiout 
scruple, cats, rats and mice; and those who are r^ch 
enough to buy a wild hog, fatten it up and make a feast 
pf it. I had beard in thfs lower countgr t)iat thf; pee|de 
of Sennaar made no scruple to eat swine's flesh, but I 
absolutely refused to bjeliere that a people calling them- 
selvef Mui^i^mans could do this from choice. But after 
my arrival in Sennaar I was obliged tp ow^ that I bad 
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and well shaped, but tlje females are, 
almost uwversally, the vgliestt I ^ver be- 
beldi; this is probably owing to thjpir being 
ob)igf d to do all' torts' of drudgery . 
The children of these people, and in^ 

deed of all the t-r4|>es on th|? Upper Nile, 

» 

go quite paked tjlj Reart^e a^ of pqb^y* 
A girl unmarried is di$ti$gt}ii»hed by a sbrt 
of short leather apfon, cocapoQed of a 
great nupiber of leathii^r tboQgfi bangmg 
like tassels from a leather belt fastened 
r^und the w^wt: and tbis is all her cloth-' 
ing, being no longer thdn that of 6[ur mother 
JJve af)t0c hw Mh The married women, 
however, are generally habited in lomg 



he^ti mistaketi. The spedes of hog found in die Idng* 
dom of Sennaar is small and black ; it is not found io 
thvii part of Uie kingdom called " El Gezira," i. e. the 
isfatid^ but is caught iu th^ Voody tnountainis of the 
country near Abyssinia. In the house of one Malek io 
Sennaar was found about a dozen of these animals fat- 
tefihig for his fabl^. ' 
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coarse cotton clothes, which they wrap 
round them so as to cover - their whole 
person, except when they are at work; 
when they wrap the whole round the 
waist. . 

. As to. the manufactures of the people 
of the Upper Nile, they arelimited, I 
believe, to the following articles. Earthen* 
ware for dopiestic uses and bowls for pipes ^ 
cotton cloths for clothing ; kfiives> mat* 
tocks, hoes and pk>ugh$, for agriculture^ 
water-wheels for the same; horse furniturei^ 
such as the best formed saddles I ever 
rode on, very neatly fabricated { stirrups in 
the JSuropcan form, made of silver for the 
chiefs, and not like , those of the Turks; 
large iron spurs^ bits with small chains £Df 
reins, to prevent them from being severed 
by the stroke of an enemy's broadswi^di 
long and double edged broadswords, with 
the guard frequently made of .silver.; iron 
heads for lances, and shields made of tke 
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4iide of til e elepbant; to vrhich may- be 
added) . that ' the wcmien fabricate very 
Jbeaiitiful sftraw matsi . ; > 

' There is a general resemblance, inr do- 
mestic customs, among all the peoples 
ivho inhabit the borders of the Nile -from 
Asstkan to Sennaar. * They differ, however, 
somewhat in complexion and character. 
The; people of the province of Succoot 
ate generally^ not so black as th^ Nubian 
or-the Dorigolese; TheySiie also frank, 
-and prepossessing 4n their deportment. 
The Dongolese is dirty, idle, and ferocibtis. 
'The characte?r of the Shageian is the same, 
except that he is not idle, being either an 
iirdustrious peasant or a daring freebooter. 
The people on the third cataract are not 
very industrious, but have the character 
df bein^ honest and obliging. The people 
of Berber are by for the most civilized of 
all the people of the Upper Nile. The 
inhabitants * of the provihtes of Shendi 
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sod Halfya are a salleo^ scowling,, cmft/9 
and ferocioos people ; while the p^aisants 
of Sennaar inhabiting the TillagiB9 . we 
ifHMBsd on oor loute^ aie a lespectable 
people in comparison witk those of the 
eapitaL Throaghoat >thie whole of these 
coantrieS' there is one general chaiacteEisr 
tic, in which thej reseinble the Indiana c£ 
America, namelj, conrage and self-r^pect 
The dii^, after coming to .salute the 
Pasha, would make no scruple, of sitting 
down facing him^ and conrcase with him 
without embarrassment, in the i^ame man- 
ner as they are accustdmed. to do with 
their own Maleks^ with whom thej. are 
Teiy&miltar. With the great^tappaxent 
straplicitj they^ would ' frequently propose 
tfooblesdme qoestions . to the ;Pa^, 
such as, >' O. groat Shadk, oc O. g^tsU 
Malekt (for sd they called ^he Pashft) 
what have-w-^dque to you^ or youx countty", 
that you should' come sa fdr to make war 
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upon US? Is it for want of food jnyouir 
country that yotk come to get it in oiirs?^ 
and others isimilar^ 

On 't;fae lAth of ifie moon^ Skatmi^ Gogia 
AchmiBt returned t6 Seiinaar, brinjgiiag 
with him about t%rb thousj^nd prisoners vl^ 
slaves, consisting atmost elitif ely of ^M£>men 
and children* The events of his expedii^ 
tidn were related to me as followi^t He 
inarched rapidly for ten days in a direct 
'tion "about $ou4;h-west 6f Sennfear^ (thfc 
capital) wiihbut rclsistance,' through a 
wdl^peopled country j, wkh^ut meeting 
with any opposition * till be cEme to 4;be 
mountains of Bokki, inhabited by Pagans 
the fiollow^rs of the chief ii4io- h^ «e^ 
j^ected the Pasha's tetter ; T^cgp yr&se 
posted on a mbuntaiQ of di^cultiacccss:; 
hui their pMf wai storBted, and^^Bfter ii 
tiesperate struggle, they founds that spears 
and* swords,^ though wielded by staMit 
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hearts abd able hands, were not a match 
for fire*arihs. They fled to another moun- 
tain, rearward of their first position* They 
:wer6 a^in attacked by cannon and mus- 
ketry, atid obliged to fly toward a third 
position : in their flight, they were in r|>art 
hemmed in by the cavalry of Cogia Ach- 
tnet, and about fifteen hundred of them 
put to the sword, i Those who escaped 
took refuge, in a . craggy mountain, iaac- 
<:es$ible to cavalry. Cogia Achmet,rbe*- 
Sieving he had made a sufiSucient proof 
to them that resistance on their part was 
iinavailing, and the troops having suffered 
great distress by reason of the aknost con- 
tinual rains> after sweeping the ' villages 
of these people of all ihe population they 
iQ0ttld find in them, resumed his 'march 
for Sennaar. 'On their return, they had 
to ford several deep streams, at^is sea* 
son running from the imountaihs, and both 
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horse^and man ^were alidostworn outbe-' 
fore tliey reaxrhed Sennaar. '■' ^ ^ 

The people. of Bofcki are a hardy racer 
of Inpu^tam^^S7^-talI, stout, and. hand-: 
some, /niey are Pagans, worshippers of 
the sun, which planet thfeyi consider it as- 
profane to look at. The prisoners brought: 
in by Cogia Achniet resembled in : their 
dress the savages of ^ America; they were 
almost covered with beads, bracelets, and 
trinkets, made out of pebbles, bones, and 
i«SQTy., Their complexion 'is almost black, 
and their manners and deportment pre-* 
possessing. The arms of these people 
gave-mae great surprize : they consisted of 
well-formed and handsome helmets of 
iro% coats of maily made of leather and 
pveHaid with plates of iron, long and well- 
fashipned lances, and a hand- weapon ex- 
actly resembling the ancient bills formerly 
used in England by the yeomanry. They 

o 
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were represented to me by the Turks as 
dangerous in personal combat. They had 
never seen fire-arms before, and they 
nevertheless withstood them with great 
intrepidity. They said, I was informed, 
that a fusee was ^^ a coward's weapon, who 
stands at a safe distance from his enemy, 
and kills him by an invisible stroke/'* : 
On the 17 th^ the courier carrying the 

* The mountains of Bokki border upon the kingdom 
of Fezoueli^ which lies south of Sennaar twenty days 
march. The mountains of Fezoueli are supposed io 
contain gold mines ; pieces of gold are frequently found 
in the torrents that flow from those mountains in the 
rainy season. A native of that country told the Pasha 
Ismael^ that he had seen a piece of gold, found in those 
mountains, as big as the bottom part of the silver nar- 
guil of his Excellence, i. e. about six inches in diameter. 
That there is gold in that country, is certain, as the fe- 
male prisoners, taken at Bokki, had many gold rings and 
bracelets, of which they were quickly disencumbered by 
our soldiers. The Pasha intends to visit Fezoueli after 
the rainy season is over, to find the veins from whence 
tins gold is washed down by the torrents^ and« in case of 
success, to work the mines. 
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information to Cairo of this expedition 
and its results, embarked in a canja to 
descend the river as far as Berber j from 
whence he would proceed by the desert 
to Egypt. Agreeably to the promise of 
the Pasha, I accompanied him. We ar- 

4 

rived at Nousreddin in Berber in five days 
and nights. Having the favour of the 
current, and sixteen oarsmen on board, 
we descended with great rapidity. The 
view of the country from the river is not 
pleasing, as the villages lie almost inva- 
riably far off from the river; the couritr}^ 
therefore, has the appearance of being 
almost uninhabited. We saw great num« 
bers of hippopotami, who, in the night, 
would lift their heads out of the water at 
no great distance from the canja. They 

•• • 

were sometimes fired at, but without ap« 
parent effect We stopped, during the 
night, for an hour at Shendi, to leave 

o 2 
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orders from the Pasha to a small garrison 
of Turkish troops stationed there.* The 
river Nile, below the point of junction 
with the great Bahar el Abiud> presents 
a truly magnificent spectacle.-j- Between 

* We passed Attar Baal the same night. The xeader 
is aware that a boat carrying a courier, could not be de- 
tained to give a passenger an opportunity, to see ruins. > 

+ The " Adit," or Nile of Bruce, enters the Bahar el 
Abiud nearly at right angles, but such is the mass of the 
latter river, that the Nile cannot mingle its waters with 
those of the Bahar el Abiud for many miles below their 
junction. The waters of the Adit are almost black 
during the * season of its augmentation ; those of the 
Bahar el Abiud, on the contrary, are white : so that for 
several miles below their junction, the eastern part of 
the river is black, and the western is white. This white 
colour of the Bahar el Abiud is occasioned by a very 
fine white clay with which its waters are impregnated. 
At the point of junction between the Bahar el Abiud 
and the Adit, the Bahar el Abiud is almost, barred 
across by an island and a reef of rocks ; this barrier 
checks its current^ otherwise it would probably almost ar- 
rest the current of the Adit. It is, nevertheless, sufficiently 
strong to prevent the Adit from miugling with it imme- 
diately, although the 'current of the Adit is very strong, 
and enters the Bahar el Abiud nearly at right angles. ^ 



i 
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Halfya and Shendi, the river is straitened 
and traverses a deep and gloomy defile 
formed by high rocky hills, between 
which the Nile runs dark, deep, and ra- 
pidly for about twelve or fifteen miles. 
On emerging from this defile, the river 
again spreads itself majestically, - and 
flows between immense plains of herbage, 
bounded only by the horizon : its banks 
nearly full, but not yet overflowed. About 
thirty miles above Nousreddin, we passed 
the mouth of the Bahar el Iswood (on the 
eastern shore); it is the last river that 
empties into the Nile. I estimated it at 
about two-thirds of a mile broad. at its 

» 

embouchure. The Nile, below the point 
of junction with this river, is more than 
two miles from bank to bank, at this 
season. During the two first days of our 
voyage, we had some severe squalls and 

* - • " * * 

♦ very heavy rains; but after passing the 
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territorj of Sennaar, \9e had a sky almost 
without a cloud. 

On our arrival at JS^ousreddin, no more 
dromedaries could be immediately ob- 
tained than were sufficient to mount the 
courier and his two guides* I was, there- 
fore, obliged to tarry five days in Nous- 
reddin before I could find a caravan 
journeying to Egypt. 

On the 28th of Shawal^ I quitted Nous- 
reddin, along with a caravan on its way to 
Egypt from Sennaar, conducted by a soK 
dier attfiched to the Cadilaskier of the 
army of Ismael Pasha, who was conducting 
to Egypt twenty-two dromedaries and car 
mels, and some slaves, belonging to the 
Cadilaskier, and four fine horses belong* 
ing to the Pasha. 

We started at about three hours before 
poon, and after marching fot three hours^ 
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Stopped at a village named SherafFey, to 
obtain rations for the horses and camels 
to subsist them through the desert. ' Our 
route lay on the outside of the villages, 
and on the border of the desert The 
villages arie numerous and well built of 
sun-dried bricks, and the face of the 
country, on our side of the river, per- 
fectly level. 

We stayed at Sheraffey until the next 
morning: the conductor of the caravan 
not being able to obtain at this place thq 
durra he wanted for his cattle, we pro- 
ceeded to a village called Hassah, which 
is about an hour's march from Sheraffey. 
We stayed there till next morning, 

On the 30th of the Moon, at day-light, 
we mounted our camels, and proceeded 
on our road, which lay on the skirts of the 
desert. We passed a continual succession 
of large, well-built and populous villages. 
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Ijiog about a mile distant from the riv^ ; 
the weather serene and cool, as it has 
been since our arrival in Berber. We 
halted at about the middle of thefore-r 
noon, by a village called Abdea, until an 
hour and a half before sunset, when . we 
again set forward, and after marchingjfor 
three ^hours and a half, halted for the rer 
mainder of the night in a small village, 
half in ruins. The reason of our short 
marches aud frequent stoppages was^ to 
give the conductor of the caravan oppor* 
tunities to make provision for passing the 
desert . He might have done it at any. of 
the villages, had* he been content to pay 
the price demanded; but as be was a 
man who seemed to hold hard bargains 
in horror, and to love money with great 
affection, he did not give the latter for. 
durra till he was absolutely obliged to 
make the afflictive exchange. 
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On the 1st of ZilkadSj -we si8LTted at day- 
light, and marched till about two hours 
after sunrise, when we stopped at some 
viHages called Gannettee. The country 
we passed since yesterday is the desert, 
which comes down close to the river's 
bank, presenting but few spots fit for cul- 
tivation. We were informed last night, 
that the canip of Meliemmet Bey, who 

V 

is on his way from Egypt with five thou-^ 
sand men, to take possession of Darfoui? 
and Kordofan, is on the other side of the 
river.* The weather continues serene and 
not very hot. Stayed at Gannettee till 
abQut the middle of the afternoon, when 
we proceeded on our journey through a 
a desert and dreary country, without 
either habitations or cultivation, as the 



* Since my return to £gypt> i/ve have learned that this 
army^ after some bloody battles^ had succeeded in taking 
possession of Darfour and Kordofan. • 
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desert comes here down to the river. The 
rocks aod stones of the desert are gene- 
rally of black granite. No verdure wa» 
to be seen^ except on the raargin of the 
river. The river heneabouts is much im* 
pieded by rocks and rapids, but contains 
many beautiful islands, some of them very 
large, fertile, populous, and well culti-^ 
vated. Malek Mohammed 61 Hadgin 
commands this country. His province, 
called " El Raba Tab," contains eighty- 
eight large and fertile islands, and the 
shores of the river adjacent. He has a 
very high character for courage, morals, 
and generosity; he resides on the great 
island of Mograt, which is said to be 
about sixty miles long.* 

We halted at about three hours be- 

* The provinces lying on the third Cataract, between 
Shageia and Berber, are called, Ist, Monaster; 2d» 
Isyout; 3d, El Raba Tab. 
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fore midnight on the bank of the river^ 
within hearing of a Shellal, where the 
river forms a regular catiaract, except a 
small pass on the easterly shore. After 
reposing the camels an hour and a halfj 
and refreshing ourselves with bread and 
the muddy water of the Nile, we recom* 
menced our march, which was continued 
without cessation till an hour before noon 
next morning, always through the desert^ 
in order to cut a point of land formed by 
an angle in the river, when we stopped 
under the shade of some fine date trees 
on the bank of the river, and in view of 
one of its large and ever verdant isles, 
called KandesseCj in a small island ad- 
joining which Khalil Aga, my com- 
panion, says he saw, when he ascended 
the third cataract,* a pyramid more mo- 

* He came up in one of the nine boats that were 
able to pa^s^ as mentioned before. 
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dera. and fresh than any he had seen 
in these countries. Possibly the island 
of.Kandessee takes its name from the 
celebrated Candace, who, in the reign 
of Nero, repulsed and defeated the Ro- 
man legions, and this pyramid may be her 
tomb. . Under the date trees, on the 
bank, of the _ river opposite to. this island^ 
we refreshed ourselves with our usual 
repast, bread and water, as the people of 
a village close by would give us meat nei- 
ther for love, money, nor soap,* of which 
latter article they stand in great but un- 
conscious need. . . .i » 



* As the people of these countries dislike the piasters 
of Egypt, I bought a quantity of soap at Sen^aar from, 
the Greeks who accompanied the army as sutlers, in 
order to serve as a medium of exchange ; for in most of 

the prowices on the Upper Nile, they prefer soap to 

• _ » . . ■ • - 

any thing you can oflFer, except dollars, or the gold coin 
of Constantinople. 
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3d of ZilkadS, quitted . our station about 
two hours after midnight, and went on our 
way. Our route continued to lie tbrpiigh 
the desert, but not far from the bank of 
the river; about three hours before nooii^ 
in the. morning came to a small village, 
named Haphasheem, lying on the margin • 
of the Tiver, opposite a verdant island it 
was delightful to look at. The river on the^ 
third cataract, Khalil Aga tells me, con-' 
taiiis a continual chain of such.^ I could' 
not get any thing to relish our usual repast 
of bread and water, except some dates. 

* Kbalil Aga» a native of New York, took the. turban 
a few weeks before the departure of Ismael Pasha from 
Cairo. Learning that I was to accompany his Excel*^ 
lence, he requested me to obtain of the Pasha that he 
might be attached to me during the expedition. He is 
probably the first individual that ever traversed the whole 
of the river Nile frpm Rosetti to Sennaar. I have done, 
the same, except about two hundred miles of the third 
cataract. 
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My eyes to-day were much ioflamed by 
the reflection of the suo's rays from the 
sand, and at night were very painful and 
running with matter. Stayed here till 
about the same hour after midnight as 
yesterday^ when we again set forward* 
The country the same as yesterday, except 
that we saw several stony mountains in 
the desert, some of them at no great dis- 
tance from the river. Some of theise 
mountains must contain ruins, as at the 
village where we halted to-day, which we 
did at about noon, we found a very latg& 
and well-fashioned burnt brick, which the 
peasants said was brought from one of 

• « 

these mountains. The whole of the 
country through which we have passed 
for four days contains no cultivable land 
on this side of the river, except on 
its margin ; but in compensation for this 
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sterility, the islands in this part of the 
river, which ate numerous, very large^ and 
very beautiful, are without a superior for 
luxuriance of vegetation. Every day when 
we have come to the river to halt and 
refresh ourselves, we found one or more in 
view. At this last station . I we^s lucky 
enough to purchase a small kid at the 
enormous price of twelve piasters, the first 
meat we had eaten for four days. Ap- 
plied at night a poultice of dates to my 
eyes, which were much inflamed by to- 
day's march, and found some relief from 
the remedy. At about three hours after 
midnight we again resumed pur travel^ 
and marched till an hour before noon of 
to*day, the 5th of ZilkadS^ expecting to 
arrive at the place where the road quits 
the river, and plunges into the great 
eastern desert of Africa j but the wea- 
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ther becoming close and very hot, and 
the camels fatigued, we halted to repose* 
them and ourselves on the bank of the* 
river. Shortly after our arrival two of 
the* camels of the caravan died. Our 
route still lay through plains and over 
hills of rock and sand, which come dbWn 
to the river's edge, but the river, as usual; 
presented a continual succession of beau- 
tiful islands. 

The death of the two camels having 

alarmed the conductor of the caravan for 

.... , , 

the others, we stayed in this place till the 
middle of the second day after to repose 
and refriesh them previous to entering tlie 
desert. During our st&y here I engaged 
a man to swim over to the island opposite," 
to purchase some diirra flour and d^tes. 
He could, however, obtain only some 
dates. I was obliged, in consequence, to 
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reconcile myself to entering the desert 
short of provisions, I had made provision 
in Berber for fifteen days, being assured 
that in twelve days we should have passed 
the desert, and arrive at the villages on 
the bank of the Nile four days march 
above Assuan. The unexpected retard- 
ments of our march from Berber had, 
however, made us nine days in arriving at 
the place where the road turns into the 
desert. On the 7th of the moon^ at about 
two hours before sunset, we quitted our 
halting-place, and after only one hour's 
march by the border of the river came to 
a place where the Nile suddenly turns off 
toward the south-west.* At this place 
the guide told us we were to fill our water«^ 
skins, and to quit the river for the desert* 

* • 

* This I suppose to be the point where terminates 
the singular bend in the river noticed in the former part 
of my journal. 
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We Stayed here till the afternoon of the 
8/A of the moon. 

The two last nights we have kept watch, 
and only slept with our hands upon our 
arms, robbers being, we were told, in this 
neighbourhood, who had lately pillaged 
some caravaos. We were . not, liowever, 
molested. Tlie desert, on the border of the 
river hereabouts, abounds with doum trees, 
which are inhabited by great numbers of 
monkeys. Its fruit furnishes their fo^d. 
This fruit consists in a large nut, on the 
outside covered with a bro^n substance 
almost exactly resembling burned ginger- 
bread. It is, however, so hard that no 
other teeth and jaws, except those of a 
monkey or an Arab, are well capable of 
biting it. About one hour's march below 
our present position is an encampment of 
Bedouins and the tomb of a Marabout. 
The people of the country and the cara- 
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vans had piled his grave with camels' and 
asses saddles, probably intended as offer- 
ings to interest his good offices in the other 
world. 

At about four hours after the noon of 
the Sth^ we quitted the banks of the Nile, 
and turnied into the desert, carrying as 
much water as we well could, myself 
taking four water-skins for myself, Khalil 
Aga, and a black slave of mine. We 
marched till about an hour before mid* 
night, when we halted for an hour to 
breathe the camels and to eat a morsel of 
bread, after which we continued our way 
fill nearly day-break, when one of the 
Pasha^'s horses falling down and refusing 
to rise, it was necessary to wait till 
the animal had taken a little rest. We 
threw ourselves upon the sand, and slept 
profoundly for two hours, when we were 
roused to continue, our journey. We pro- 

p 2 
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ceeded tilt about two hours before noon, 
when we halted iq a low sandy plain, 
sprinkled here and there with thorny 
bushes. These bushes afforded food for 
the camels, and a miserable shelter from 
the sun for ourselves. We slioved our 
bodies under them as closely to their roots 
as the thorns would admit, to sleep as 
well sheltered as possible from the burn* 
kig rays of the vertical sun. But sound 
sleep in this condition was imposMble^ as 
every half-hour the sun advancing in his 
course contracted or changed the shadow 
of the bush, and obliged ui^ to change our 
position; as to sleep in his rays in this 
climate is not only almost impossible but 
"dangerous, it almbst infallibly producing 
a fever of the brain. 

The country we traversed this first day's 
journey is a level plain of sand and gravel, 
with scattered mountains of black granite 
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here aod there in view, where 00 sound k 
heard but the rush of the wind. The 
weather was cool enough during the day, 
and coldish in the night** In the after* 
noon we again set forward, proceeding 
and halting as yesterday, viz. ojice for ;ui 
hour about two hours before midnight^ and 
once again a little before , day-break for an 
hour and a half. The desert continued 
to exhibit the. same a3pect as before till 
about midnight, when we quitted the 
plains to enter among gloomy defiles. 



* The wind, during the day, was constantly from the 
north, which was the general direction of our marjc^ 
from the time we quitted the river till we reached it 
again, so that we had the breezes always in our faces. 
The ^r of th^ desert i^ so very dry that no part, of my 
body* was moistened by perspiration except the top of 
my head, which was sheltered from the influence of the 
sun and air by the folds of my turban. I did not feel 
incommoded by heat in the desert wh^n out of the sun's 
rays, but on arriving at Assuan I found it almost in- 
tolerable. 
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winding between mountains of black gra- 
nite. We passed one chain, and at a little 
beyond the entrance of another, lying 
about two leagues to the north of the 
first, the guide told us that we were near 
the well Apseach ; soon after we arrived 
at a place containing bushes. Here the 
caravan halted, and those who wanted 
fresh water filled their water-skins from 
the well which lies in the mountains^ 
about an hour^s march from the place 
where we halted. This well is at the 
bottom of an oblique passage leading into 
one of the mountains^ at the termination 
of which is found no great quantity of 
sweet water deposited by the rains which 
fall in this country about the time of the 
summer solstice.* During the last two days 

* The names of the wells id the desert of OmgonranB, 
between Berber and Seboo^ are as follows: — lst»- Ap** 
seach. 2d, Morat. Sd, £1 Medina. 4th« Amrash^, 



DONGOLA AND SfiNNAAR. 215 

I travelled in great pain ; the reflection of 
the sun from the sand, and the strong witid 
from the north (prevalent at this season in 
the desert), which blew its finer particles 
into my eyes, in spite of all hiy precautions 
to shelter them, exasperated and inflamed 
their malady to a great degree, which the 
want of sufficient shelter from the sun, 
during the time of repose, contributed to 
aggravate. 

We stayed near the well till about sunset, 
when we resumed our travel, and at about 
three hours after sunrise on the morning 
of the 10th, came to a rock in a sandy 
plain, where the conductor of the caravan 
ordered a halt We distributed ourselves 
round this rock as well as we could, in 
order to repose;* Khalil Aga and myself 

5th; Mogareen. In the two latter, water is only found 
after heavy riuns. 
. * <3o9e by this rock was the skull of some .wretched 
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making a covering from the sun bj means 
of mj carpet^ propped up bj our fusees 
and fastened by the comers to stones we 
placed upon the rock, by means of our 
iihawls and sashes. We stayed here till the 
middle of the afternoon, when we mounted 
our camels in order to reach the well 
Morat as soon as possible, in order to 
water those patieot and indispensable 
voyagers of the desert.* We traversed a 
tolerably level but rocky tract till about 
two hours after midnight, when we reach* 
dd the weir. It lies in a valley between 

man who had perUhed oa this spot Allalong our route 
we saw hundreds of skeletons of camels. The skuU 
that we saw probably belonged to one of two Mogrebin 
soldiers who deserted at Berber, in order to relom to 
J^gyP^ ^^^ wl*o hoth perished with thirst in the desert. 
* Our guide> an Abadie, would not permit the camels 
of our caravan to be watered at the well of Apseach. 
sayings that if he did^ all the wat^ then* in the well 
would be consumed, and the consequence woidd be, ^t 
the ne^% traveller that came might |^ish widi thirst 
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two high "chains of rttouii tains of black 
granite. Its wat6r is somewhat bitter, as 
its nattie ifnports, and is iiot drank by 
travellers except when their wd,ter-skins 
•ate exhausted. It serves, however, for the 
camels of the caravans, and for the inha- 
bitants of two Arab villages in the vicinity, 
named ** Abu Hammak,'* and " Doliap,'* 
"who brought their camels to water here 
the morning after our arrival. These poor 
trtit contented people are obliged to sub- 
sist, for the most part, upon their camels' 
•milk, their situation affording little other 
means of nourishment. They are, how- 
ever, independent, and remote from the 
tyranny and oppression which afflicts the 
people of most of the countries of the 
east,* 

* Tiie grouikL near the well of Morat is full of 8Cdr-> 
pion holes. On my arrival at midnight I spread my 
carpet on the ground and slept soundly, in the mora- 



1 
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On the rocks near the well we saw some 
rude hieroglyphics, r^resenting bulls, 
horses, and camels, cat in the granite, in 
the manner of those found in the rocl» 
near Assuan, on the south side of the ca- 
taract. Our guide tells us that such cut- 
tings in the rocks are found in many of 
the mountains of the desert. 

During our stay at Moret a violent dis- 
pute had arisen among the Arabs of our 
caravan about some money which had 
been stolen from one of them. The man 
suspected of the theft endeavoured to jus- 
tify himself by much hard swearing, but 
circumstances being strong against him, I 
told the man who had been robbed, that 



ing when it was taken up, we found under it a scorpion, 
I am *8ure four- ioches in leng^, its colour green and 
jellow. I was told that they abound near all the wells 
of the desert, and I have seen very many at different 
places on the borders of the liver. 
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if &e money 'was not restored previous to 
our .arrival at Assuan, I would speak to 
the Cacbeff about tlie affair, wko would 
take the proper measures to detect and 
punish. the. thief. In consequence of this 
menace^ the man robbed, next morning 
had the satisfaction to find unexpectedly 
that his money had been secretly restored 
and deposited among the baggage, from 
whence it had been stolen. : -- 

On the ISthy at sunset, we quitted Mo- 
rat; and after a winding march among the 
hills for five hours, we arrived at a broad 
valley, surrounded by high mountains and 
abounding in ddum tr^s, the first we had 
seen since we quitted the riyer. This 
place is called " El Medina/' It contains 
an Arab village, whose inhabitants gain 
something by supplying the caravans with 
goats, of which thfey have many, and by 
furnishing them with water, of whi«h they 
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possess several reservoirs filled by tiieiai 
We reposed for the- rest of the night under 
the doum trees, and in the morning rer 
galed ourselves with the pure and wholch 
some water of El Medina^ which was to 
me particuiarly grateful after being obliged 
to drink, for several days, either the muddy 
water we had brought from the river, or 
that of Apseach, which had become heated 
by the sun, and impregnated with a dis^ 
gusting smell, derived from the new leather 
of the . water-*bags wbich contained it. i i 
bought here .a fat goat and some miUi) 
which made us a feast, which hunger and 
several days fasting on bad btead made 
delicious. 

We stayed here to water and repose the 
camels till the afternoon of the secMid 
day after our anrival, when we recomk 
menced our march for the river, whose 
distance we were told was three days 
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laarcti from £1 Madina/ During oiir stay 
at El Medina, Khalil Aga my companiori 
was token very ill with vomiting and 
purging, occasioned by having drank of 
the water of Morat^ against whiteh Ihad 
jemonsttated without effect. He did riot 
get quit of the consequeufces of his im* 
pudence for several days. 

On the 15tky in the afternoon > we cotn^ 
menced our march for the* riven The 
desiert hereabouts resemblesthat we passed 
the two first iJays-after our quitting the 
river, being a sandy plain stU4ided witli 
hills and mountains of granite* We pro^ 
c^eded till about three homrs after mid-< 
night, when we lay down to repose till 
day-break, when* we again mounted and 
eontinued our joumey till two> hours be£(!>re 
noon, when we stopped at a rock which 
hati some holes in it, where we sheltered 
ourselves from the sun, and dined with 



222 BXPEDITIOX to 

appetite, on some coarse darra breiad 
baked upon earners dung. 

By the middle of the afternoon we were 
again on our way, which led through the 
deep and winding valleys of three moun* 
tains of calcareom stone, which indicated 
the proximity of the river, and over hills 
of deep sand, with which the eddies of the 
wind had in many places filled those 
vallies. Since we left Morat till we came 
to these mountains the granite hills had 
become rarer, others of calcareous stone 
here and there presented themselves, and 
the level of the desert was cbnstftntly 
ascending.* I have no doubt that the 
level of the interior of the desert is lower 
than the bed of the river. 

During the passage over these hills 
several of the camels gave out, that of my 

* Which we found to be the case till we came within 
^teen hours march of the Nile. 
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black slave among the rest.* Foar hours 
after sunrise we came to a valley, where 
there was here and there some herbs of 
the desert, where we stopped to let the 
camels eat, they having farted since we 
Ipft El Medina. 

. We were obliged to look among the 
rocks for shelter from the sunV each one 
arranging himself as well as he . could to 
eat durra bread and drink warm water, 
ajqid sleep as soundly as possible. During 
the course of last night we fell in with a 
caravan coming from Assuan ; we pressed 
round them to buy something to eat; we 
asked for dates and flour to make bread, 
but they had nothing of the kind that 
they could afford to part with. 

We stayed at the rock before mentioned 

* Out of the twenty-two camels that we had com- 
menced our march with from Berberi only twelve reached 
the river. 
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till the middle of the afteraooD. Ofi 
awaking from sleep, I observed two of the 
Arabs of our carayan busily employed 
about our guide. They were a long time 
engaged in frizzing and plaiting bis hair, 
and finished the operation by pouring 
over it a bowlful of melted mutton suet, 
which made hb head quite white. I 
asked for the meaning of this operation 
at this time; they told me that we should 
be at the river to-morrow morning, and 
that our guide was adorning himself to 
see and salute his friends there. He ap- 
peared to be highly satisfied with the 
efforts of his hair*dressers to make him 
look decent, and it must be confessed that 
he made a very buekUh appearance. 

As soon as our guide had finished his 
toilette, he mounted his dromedary and 
took his post in front, and we set forward. 
We marched all night without stoppings 
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which was necesi^ry^ ,as our .water; Tras 
yearly spent/^ but yrhichidiatressed greatly 
that part of our camviaa who >had no 
beast to ride.-f These wretched men. had 
hitherto accompanied ;US all the Wiay on 
foot, with little to eat and less to drink. 
At. present they were almost exhausted 
with fatigue^ hunger and tbirsti. Every 
now and then, one or more of them would 
throw himself on the sand in despair^r 
The repeated assurance that: the river .wa» 
near, hour after hour, became less and less 
capable of rousing them to exertion, and 
the whip was at length applied to .msJ&G. 
^em get upandgo on;J They demanded 

* This was occasioned by the heat of the sun and the 
dryness of the anr of the deaett^ which made nearly two^^ 
fifths of our water taevaporate. 

* f Before we entered the desert our caravan had been 
joined by «everil runaway domestics^ who* bad fled^im' 
the army to return to Egypt. 

X The soldier of the Cadilaskier before mentioned, 
who was the conductor, i. e. the chief of the dafavan/ had 

Q 
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water immediately^ which we were too 
short of ourselves to give them, as we 
feared every minute that our camels 
would drop, which would render every 
drop of water we had as precious as life. • 
One unfortunate lad, who had joined the 
caravan before it entered the desert, I 
suspect a domestic who had fled from the 
distresses that had found us in the upper 
countries, made pathetic applications to 
me for water; I twice divided with him a 



recourse to a singular expedient to rouse one of them 
vhom the whip coi^ld not stir. He seized his parse of 
money, which this man carried in his bosom, swearing 
that if he chose to stop and die there be might> and that 
he would be his heir and inherit his purse. This testa- 
mentary disposition on the part of the soldier had a 
wonderful effect The man got up from the sand and 
walkedibrward very briskly, callingupon the soldier to 
restoore the purse, as he was determined not to lie down 
anymore till he reached the river^ The soldier, however^ 
observing .the effect of his proceeding, retained thepursq 
till we arrived at the river, when he restored it. 
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bowlful! was drinking, " in the name of 
(jod, the protector of the traveller/" 

This young roan, in the course of this 
toilsome night, had disappeared, having 
doubtless laid himself down in despair. 
We unfortunately did not miss, him till it 
was too late.* About two hours before 
day-break we reached the entrance of a. 
deep ravine, between ridges and hills of 
rocks. We marched in it for six hours. 
It zigzagged perpetually, and its bottom 
was covered with fragments of the rocks 
that inclosed it, and which had apparently 
been displaced by strong currents of water. 
This phenomenon surprized me, as the 
entrance into this ravine being from the 

. '^ The la^t time I saw him was when I gave him part 
of the last bowl ; he kissed my slipper, shedding abun* 
dance, of tears, and saying that I was the only one of the 
caravan that had shown him mercy. I bade him keep up 
a good heart, for that on the morrow morning, by the 
blessing of God, we should be at the riven 

q2 
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plain, it was evident that the currents 
which had produced these displacements 
could not at any sera have come from 
thence. But at the termination of this 
ravine, which ended nearly at the river> 
the cause became evident. An ancient 
canal, now nearly filled up, leads from the 
river into this ravine, and the rush of the 
cuirent during the seasons of inundation, 
has loosened and displaced fragments of 
the bordering mountains. 

It was about two hours before noon on 
the V&ih of ZilkadS, when^ Emerging from 
this ravine, we came upon the hwak 
of the beautiful and blessed river, which 
is the very heart and life's blood of all 
north-eastern Africa. It was with the 
most grateful feelings toward ** the Lord 
of the universe,^^ that I layed myself down 
under the date trees by its brink to cool 
and to wash my swollen and inflamed 
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eyfes, whose disorder was greatly increased 
by fatigue, a dazding sun, and want of 
skep. 

Inmiediately after our arrival at the 
little village of Seboo,* which stands on 
the. canal leading to the ravine before 
mentioned, myself and Kbalil Aga ad- 
dressed ourselves to the people of the 
villa^ to engage some one to go and 
bring to the river the unfortunate lad who 
had been missed. I told them that, in 
two hours, a man mounted on a drome- 
dary could reach the place where he had 
disappeai^ed, and save his life : I appealed 
to their humanity, to their sense of duty 
towards God and man, to engage them to 
go and save him. Finding them deaf to 
my entreaties, I offered them money, and 

* Direcdy opposite Seboo, on the other bank of the 
river, stands an ancient Egyptian temple. Seboo is four 
days march of a^ camel above Assiian. 
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Khalil Aga his musket, to bring him. safe 
and sound to the river. I appealed to 
their humanity in vain^ and to their, ava- 
rice without effect.* We told them that 
the Christians, in a case of this kind, 
would send not one but forty moi,* if 
necessary, to go and save a fellow crea- 
ture from the horrible death of desert 
famine; and that heaven would surely 
require at their hands the. life of this 
young man, if they neglected to save himi 
At length the Sheck of the village pro- ' 
mised me to send a. dromedary to the 
place to-morrow morning. He made the 
promise probably to appease my. re-f 
proaches, for he did not fulfil it. 

On the second day after my. arrival, I 
dipped my feet and slippers into the Nile, 

* The reaton for their refusal I afterwards learned, 
was, that they believed that the lad was already dead^ 
and that therefore they should miss the reward promised. 
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and bequeathing the village of Seboo my 
most hearty curse, (which God fulfill!) 
embarked on board a boat on its way 
from Dongola to Egypt, and in three days 
reached Assuan.* 

* Three days after my arrival at Assuan I had news 
of the fate of this lad, from a Nubian voyager of the 
desert, on his way to Assuan, virho had found him, 
thirty-six hours after our arrival at Seboo, lying in the 
ravine leading to the river, but almost dead. He had 
stopped, it seems, to sleep a few hours, believing that 
sleep would refresh him, and that he could do it without 
danger, as the river was not many hours off. On his 
awaking, he found himself so weak that it was with great 
difficulty that he reached the ravine, where he fell. The 
traveller gave him water, and placed him on his dro* 
medary, and brought him to the river, but he was too 
far gone ; he died in a half an hour after he reached it. 
The last words he spoke, this man told me, related to 
his God, his prophet, and his niother: this traveller diig 
his grave and buried him. I told this man that I had 
ofl^red a reward at Seboo to whoever would bring this 
unfQrti^nate young mtp to the river, and that I would 
give the money to him as a recompense for having done 
all he could do in such a case. The man, to my asto" 
nisbment, replied, *' that it was not money that he would 
take as a reward for what he had done ; that he would 
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receive no reward for it but from the hande of God, who 
would pay more for it than I could/* I told him that 
I was happy to have found a Mussulman mindful of the 
precepts of the KoraUi which inculcate charity and bene^ 
volence to all those who are in distress, and that the 
record of such deeds would occupy a great space on the 
almost blank page of our good actions. 



^ 



THE END. 
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